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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, OCTOBER, 1939 


Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading 
establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and 
wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statis- 
tics. This new series brings together in one report the information on retail and 
wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a compari- 
son of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales 


Sales of lJ, wholesale trading houses in the grocery trade averaged 
18.1 per cent higher in October of this year than last but declined 24 per cent from 
September when increased consumer purchasing together with inventory buying by the re- 
tail trade increased dollar business 2.5 per cent above September a year ago. The 
seasonally adjusted index stands at 110.7 for October, substantially below the Septem- 
ber peak of 116.7 and about on a par with August when the index was 111.6. 


Indexes of Sales, 1940 = 100 


£999 1938 
October September August October 

Unadjusted index 126.7 164.9 120.0 107.3 
Seasonally adjusted index 110,77 THOS] TG 93.7 


All regions of the country reported increased sales compared with October, 1938 and 
decreases from September. Comparison of trends by regions is shown below. 


October Dollar Sales none 
to Number 
Per cent change from Aalce of 
October September 1939 firms 
1938 1949 1938 reporting 
Canada PSteya ~ 23,7 + 8.2 hh 
Maritimes * 17.2 —\ee.o + Bel 4 
Quebec + 9.9 « Li,9 a ak 12 
Ontario : 14.8 - 26.1 te 79 10 
Prairies > e501 = Pl of + Sa 9 
British Columbia + 23.4 - 27.1 + 9.0 6 
Stocks 


Wholesalers’ inventories were valued 28 per cent higher at the end 
of October of this year than last and were up 2 per cent from September 30, 1939, These 
ratios alone may be mislcoading. Stocks on hand at any given period are unduly high or 
low only when considered in relation to sales realized in the immediately ensuing period. 
Wholesale grocers' stocks were valued 8 per cent higher at the end of September, 1939 
than on the corresponding date of 1938. But since sales in October, 1939 were 18 per 
cent higher than in October, 1938, wholesalers were actually in a shorter stock position 
in relation to sales at the end of September this year than on the corresponding date a 
year ago. 
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A better interpretation of stock data may be obtained by assuming 
that there is a normal ratio which stocks on hand at the beginning of any month should 
bear to sales during that month. This ratio will vary for different months of the year 
but may be considered constant for any one month in successive years. The inventory 
position at any period may then be indicated by comparing the ratio of stocks to ensuing 
sales with the average or normal ratio for that period of the year. 


The relationship which stocks on hand at the beginning of oach 
month bore to sales during that month was averaged for corresponding months of 1935 and 
1936 and was plotted in the chart shown below to provide an assumed normal relationship 
of stocks to sales for each month of the year. Thus on the basis of the average exper-~ 
ience of these two years, wholesale grocers' stocks on hand at the beginning of the year 
were valucd at 158 per cent of the January sales. The corresponding figure for February 
was 155 per cent, the ratio then declining throughout the spring and summer months 
reaching a low point in July. Stocks on hand at the beginning of July approximately 
equaled sales realized during that month. Wholesale grocery sales increase seasonally 
during the autumn months but stocks are normally accumulated at an evén faster rate 
with the result that the stock-sales ratio increases again until the end of the year. 


Thus wholesale grocers stocks at any period do not normally fall 
below a month's requirements and are generally considerably in excess of that figure. 
This fact may be expressed in another way by stating that the rate of stock-turn for 
the wholesale grocery trade is less than once a month; calculations based on average 
monthly inventories and annual sales reduced to a cost basis show that stocks in the 
wholosale grocery trade are turned on an average of 9 times during the year. 


Inventory position at the beginning of any month in relation to 
the assumed normal may be readily observed by inspection of the chart. Wholesale 
grocers! stocks (in relation to realized sales) were below normal in the spring and 
early summer of 1939, rose in July, and were markedly below normal at the beginning of 
September in view of the excessive buying which took place in that month. Return to 
normality is observed in the inventory position at the beginning of October. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade:- Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Bepinning of Month bear to Sales during Month 


(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 
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Retail Trade 
Set 


Chain Stores 


Notwithstanding a considerable reduction in the number of stores in 
operation, aggregate sales for 30 chain companies in the food retailing field were 8 
per eent higher in October, 1939 than in the corresponding month a year ago. ‘There were 
1,340 stores operated this October compared with 1,518 units in October, 1938. 


Corresponding month comparisons of sales, especially in the grocery 
and meat trades, reflect not only underlying trends but also differences in the number 
of business days in different months. The number of Saturdays occuring in any month is 
also on important considerations A comparison based on average daily sales, in which 
account is taken, net only of differences in actual number of days but also of differ- 
ences in sales importance of different days of the week shows that sales were 17 per 
cent higher in October of this year than lasts 


~ Comparison of Stores and Sales for Ogtober, 1938 and 1939 
30 Chain Companies 


er cent 

October, 1938 | October, 1939 change 

No. Stores Sales Nos Stores Sales in sales 

$ $ 
Canada 1,518 81106, 218 14340 eee Oe 

Quebec 309 37434879 253 1,860,447. + 667 
Ontario 816 14672, 335 727 4.,951,L69 + 6.0 
Prairie Provinces 237 15026, 2hh 218 1,173,606 + 1h.h 
+ 26.7 


British Columbia 156 6634758 12 ~ 840,795 


Independent Stores 


Dollar sales for 1,16) independent groecery ard combination stores 
were l, per cent lower in October of this year than last, all provinces excepting only 
Saskatchewan reporting decreased business. Saskatchewan sales were up 2 per cent while 
declines for other provinces ranged from 1 per cent in Manitoba to 8 per cent for Albertas 


A tomparison based on average daily sales taking into consideration 
differences in number of business days in differcnt months and differences in sales ime 
portance of different days of the weck shows that average daily sales for independent 
stores were 3 per cent higher in October of this year than last. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for October, 1938 and 1939 


NO. No. Per cent 

Region stores reporting change in 
reporting increase sales 
Maritimes 160 63 - 1.8 
Quebec ehi 86 « 3h 
Ontario 61 13 - 5.1 
Manitoba 79 4h - 0.5 
Saskatchewan 51 Fidd +" (Bet 
Alberta 76 26 - 76 
British Columbia 96 2 = 663 
CANADA 1,164 108 - 4,0 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, NOVEMBER, 1939 


Introduction 


a ee ee 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have. been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading 
establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and 
wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statis- 
tics. This new series brings together in one report the information on retail and 
wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a compari- 
soni of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. This 
report is the second of the series, the first issue being that for October, 1939. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 44 wholesale trading houses in the grocery trade averaged 
3.per cent higher in November of this year than last but receded 14 per cent below 
October, unadjusted indexes on the base 1930=100 standing at 109.5 for November, 1939, 
126.7 for October, 1939 and 106.2 for November, 1938. The 3 per cent increase over 
November a year ago is evidence .of an almost complete return to normal buying on the 
part of the retail grocery trade and is in contrast to margins of 18 and 43 per cent 
which characterized comparisons of October and September sales with those of correspond- 
ing months of 1938. 


Indexes of Sales, 1950 = 100 


Co EEN a REET =e hoe 
1939 1938 
November October September November 
“Unadjusted index 109.5 126.7 164.9 106.2 
| Seasonally adjusted index 105.6 Oey 146.7 102.4 


Results for November varied for different regions of the country, 
the 3 per cent increase for the Dominion as a whole being the net resultant of 
decreases in Ontario and Quebec and increases in all other sections. Sales in 

_the Maritimes were up by 7 per cent; the Prairie Provinces 8 per cent, ahd British 
Columbia 11 per cent. Declines of 1 per cent and 5 per cent below November 1938 
Were recorded for Quebec and Ontario respectively. 
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Percentage Change in Wholesale Sales,by Provinces 


November Dollar Sales to Number 
Per cent change from date of 


November October 1939 firms 
1938 1939 1938 reporting 


Canada 

Maritimes + 
Quebec af 
Ontario 
Prairies 
British Colwubia es ae 


z -13.6 ca ON 44 
4 -10.1 +8..3 4 
if -10.6 +6.2 te 
oe -14.5 +6.7 10 
4 
@) 


var i 


~15.1 +8 .6 <) 
-12.9 +9.1 6 


Wholesalers! inventories were valued 30 per cent higher at the end 
of November of this year than last end were uo bi 5 per cent from October 31, 1939. 
Stocks on hand at any period are unduly high or low only when considered in relation 
to sales in the immediately ensuing period. tocks on hand at the beginning of 
November normally amount to approximately 140 per cent of November seles. The corres- 
ponding ratio for November, 1939 was 164 per cent indicating that stocks on hand at 
the beginning of the month were considerably in excess of the normal inventory posi- 
tion for that time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Treade:- Percentege that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 
(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 


Per cent 
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_Retail Trade 
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_Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,277 chain store units operated by 30 chain companies 
in the food retailing field averaged 21 per cent higher in November, 1939, than 
the sales of 1,490 units operated by the same 30 firms in the corresponding 
month of 1938. Increases were greater in the West than in the East. Chain sales 
in the province of Quebec were up 13 per cent; Ontafio 17 per cent; Prairie Pro- 
vinces 40 per cent and British Columbia 41 per cent. 


Results on an avaerage daily sales basis differ but little from 
those based on calendar month totals. Average daily sales for grocery and meat 
chains were ee per cent higher in November, 1939 than in November 1938, 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for November, 1938 and 1939 
50 Chain Companies 


SS 


Per cent 
ilovember, 1938 November, 1939 change 

No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales in sales 

% $ 

Canada 1,490 14200 45 LAL Clouston ine led 
Quebec 300 1,645 ,641 259 1,866,072 +135.4 
Ontario 796 4,387,110 684 Syten galas) | PP Lr 
Prairie Provinces 257 905 ,035 rag Lyeleyoon,  +d0.5 
‘British Columbia LS? 627,259 137 883,901 +40,9 


Indevendent Stores 


Dollar sales for 1072 independent grocery and combination stores 
were 1 per cent higher in November 1939 than in 1938. The Maritime Provinces re- 
ported an increase of 6 per cent; Saskatchewan sales were up by 4 per cent; British 
Columbia reported a decline of 4 per cent while results for other regions showed but 
little change. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for November, 1938 and 1939 


No. No. Per cent 
Region stores reporting change in 

— _reporting  _ increase sales 
Maritimes 142 95 +9.9 
Quebe e229 5 -0.5 
Ontario 418 rll +0.5 
Manitoba io 43 +1.9 
Saskatchewan 41 24 +4.0 
Alberta te 358 -1.2 
British Columbia 95 "at “4.4 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, DECEMBER, 1939 


ae 


Introduction 


ae ae 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading estab- 
lishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and whole- 
sale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statisticse 
This new series brings together in one report the information on rotail and wholesale 
grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the 
trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. This report is the 
third of the series, the first being that for October, 1939. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of ll wholesale houses in the grocery trade averaged 5 per cent 
higher in December, 1939 over December, 1938 but receded 6 per cent below November, 
unadjusted indexes on the base 1930 equals 100 standing at 103.2 for December, 1939, 
109.5 for November, 1939 and 98.8 for December, 1948. The 5 per cent increase over 
December of the previous year compares with the 4 per cent increase recorded in the 
November corresponding-~month comparison and with margins of 18 and 3 per cent which 
sharacterized comparisons of October and September sales with those of corresponding 
months of 1938. 


Indexes of Sales, 1940 = 100 
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ee re 
AREAS Yodan ann I. em BES Lee 1938 
December H November ss October December 
Unadjusted index 103.2 109.5 | 126.7 98.8 
105.6 | TTORy. 104.03 


Seasonally adjusted index 109.0 


owe 


NS a a EE TT a 


Results for December varied for different regions of the country, the 
3 per cent increase for the Dominion as a whole being the net resultant of increased 
sales in the Maritimes, Prairies and British Columbia, and practically unchanged sales 
in Quebec and Ontario. Sales in the Maritime Provinces and British Columbia were up by 
© per cent and the Prairie Provinces, 9 per cent. 
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Percentage Change in Wholesale Sales, by Provinces 


December Dollar Sales Calendar 


Per cent change from year Number 

of 
December November 1939 Firms 

1938 1949 Reporting 
Canada + h.5 = S86 + 7.5 hh 
Maritimes + 6.1 - 5.0 + 8.1 7 
Quebec - O.1 - 2.2 cage af 12 
Ontario + 0.8 + 343 + 6.2 10 
Prairies ee RT eo + 2G 9 
British Columbia + 6,3 + 5.4 + 8.9 6 

Stocks 


Wholesalers! inventories were valued 38 per cent higher at the end of 
December, 1939 than 1938 and were down 7 per cent from November 30, 1939. Stocks on 
hand at any period are unduly high or low only when considered in relation to sales in 
_ the immediately ensuing period. Stocks on hand at the beginning of December normally 
amount to approximately 160 per cent of December sales. The corresponding ratio for 
December, 1939 was 180 per cent indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the 
month were considerably in excess of the normal inventory position for that time of 
year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade:- Percentage that Stocks on Hand 
at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 


(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,181 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the 
food retailing field averaged 17 per cent higher in December, 1939, than the sales of 
1,395 units operated by the same 27 firms in the corresponding month of 1938. Increases 
were greater in the West than in the East. Chain sales in the province of Quebec were 
up 10 per cent; Ontario, 12 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 6 per cent and British 


Columbia, 58 per cent. 


Results on an average daily sales basis differ but little from those 
based on calendar month totals. Average daily sales for grocery and meat chains were 
21 per cent higher in December, 1939 than in December, 1938. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for December, 1938 and 1939 


e7 Chain Companies 


Per cent 
December, 1938 December, 1949 change 


in 
Ho. 2 i sales 


Canada 10,593,498 + 176ly 


Quebec 297 1,997,517 236 2,202,126 + 10,2 
Ontario 807 5,582,556 690 6,222, 340 + 11,5 
Prairie Province 16), 851,628 150 1,21 2h) + 5.7 
British Columbia 127 588,619 105 927,791 + 57.6 
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Independent Stores 


Dollar sales for 1,108 independent grocery and combination stores were 
Michanged in December, 1939 compared with December, 1938, gains of 3 per cent in the 
Maritime Provinces and Saskatchewan being offset by declines of 1 per cent and i per 
. in Ontario and British Columbia. Results for other regions showed practically no 
change. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for December, 1938 and 1939 
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No. No. Per cent 

Region stores reporting change in 
reporting increase sales 
Maritimes 155 2 se 
Quebec 2l)3 tol O27 
Ontario he5 eet oly 
Manitoba 78 Ce OP 
Saskatchewan he + 3,3 
Alberta 3 + aee 
British Columbia 92 - 4d 
Canada 1206 525 - 0.2 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JANUARY, 1940 


Introduction _ 
Sa lai ilk ati iat Oe ae Gamal 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading estab-' 
lishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and whole- 
sale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
This new series brings together in one report the information om retail and wholesale 
grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the 
trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution, This report is the 
fourth of the series, the first being that for October, 1939. 


Wholesale Trade | 


Sales 


Sales of 44 wholesale houses in the grocery trade averaged 28 per cent 
higher in January, 1940, over January, 1939, and increased 3 per cent above December, 
1939, unadjusted indexes on the base 1930 equals 100 standing at 105.6 for January, 1940, 

102.9 for December, 1939, and 82.7 for January, 1939. The 28 per cent increase over 
January of the previous year compares with the 4 per cent increase recorded in the 
December corresponding month comparison and with margins of 3, 18 and 43 per cent which 
characterized comparisons of November, October and September sales with those of corres= 
ponding months of 1938, 


Indexes of Sales, 1930 = 100 


eS Se eT 
H9AO) fief 1939 1939 
JENUELY oles December November ; Januar 
Unadjusted index esvercece 105.6 102.9 10945 82.47 
Seasonally adjusted index 125.1 10627 105.6 98.0 
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Besults for January indicate that wholesale grocery sales were substantial- 
ly increased im every region of the country but were especially high for Quebec and the 
Maritimes. Sales in Quebec increased 43 per cent over January a year ago and in the 
Maritime Provinces 41 per cent. In Ontario sales were up 24 per cent and in the Prairies 
and British Columbia, 23 per cent, 


, 


ia 
7 “ Tae 
Be a my va 


osha « 
Fe 3, 


i ae Tous be b | ae i housek 
. hit sa Ror ol + een A 
F? aa r hae ‘- mei ota, Kee >? 
ate . ce Yc 
dT ‘Np, Rome e: oe eS) 


arts sods "pated son ae 


aval eee 
et cad lene Gres 
oe Bees 2 ee Logs 
fan ate Ye 4 oe 
tbe ‘baa Linger ue 3 
ee Yo mASLAEGReD BiB 
ight az f20067 eant pecther ete 
i st REC: gest ta 


taes soy OS etaovevn Sheth yreoomy. ete at Sag /Ou oimutocw #e Xo vata ile i 
etadasaed erode aio neq 4. bowen rats des Reet Wha gett 7OVe OPE Bu 
Rikageiph 4 hy Os nO a nets nite (OOL Tage ugee pad oat nO eenebek 
PTO CarMDSAL Sued Leg OS st .ReRd a Nagi 10% a) hat) Pere ee (ap Bal 
ont ae bebo: yet O5 na ge’ eae ee eel OY (td iw peneaibe: Teey Bub Svemg arts fo. bails 
ay gae> Sey Ce Dee RE jf to) Gr igane nity bre nM erigmon ete penne mee 
ageTio? Id eos Adie oalpe | nedaedqed bein Hedaas)) oda 30 wear yee Tiged 3 e 


«SERS To 


jore ‘ 


SA A AOAC A NERC AD CARAS * is sahedineeae inane ieee aaa a teehee wbtentnamanimentied 
Ret se IR 3 3:2 Rare 
Wodbiely 13 87 ; peer yor ST Ra 
28100: OR 32) A a a eA tS | wanna 
? y ? 
’ . , i 0 
i ~<a «* | ' AKU 
Fe55 : Qe FOE ee S05 ‘ actus sevavwes RORRE 4 é ; 
0, ae i vcs ; we BOL . Lee OF, reba boteut bs Ye dd 
Na ale ree sem titi eed WE eee em : Sls A SN Sa a - - 


mEinbeNetediie ote aolee yievomy eleeelaiir tats os ep Vyaueet 32972, ot indagy 
eds She sedoup 10% Age! volaloades stew Sud yativoo sad To mo ayes YreKE int 
oat xi had obo Teby oO YUscHAL xevo Jrer “9d ay alate sedend me nelee 


Gpdtinwt sd? at bac ides seh LS tie grew elses oitedn mb fnes ie £) sppet 
po toy vatdouae & 


Percentage Change in Wholesale Sales, by Provinces 


January Dollar Sales 
Per cent change from Number 
of 
Firms 
Reporting 


December 


L957 


January 
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Stocks 


Wholesalers inventories were valued 38 per cent higher at the end of 
January, 1940 than 1939 and were up 4 per cent from December 31st, 1939. Stocks on 
hand at any period are unduly high or low only when considered in relation to sales in 
the immediately ensuing period, Stocks on hand at the beginning of January normally 
amount to approximately 158 per cent of January sales. The corresponding ratio for 
January, 1940, was 170 per cent, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the 
month were in excess of normal inventory position for that time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade:- Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 


Re 4 (Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 
Per cent 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,223 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the 
food retailing field averaged 14 per cent higher in January, 1940, than the sales of 
1,450 units operated by the same 27 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Increases 
were greater in the West than im the Bast, Chain sales in the province of Quebec were 
up 18 per cent; Ontario, 18 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 46 per cent and British 
Columbia, 54 per cent, 


Results on an average daily sales basis differ but little from those 


based on calendar month totals. Average daily sales for grocery and meat chains were 
20 per cent higher in January, 1940, than in January, 1939, 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for January, 1939 and 1940 
27 Chain Companies . 


January, 1939 January, 1940 Per cent 


change 
j ' ee in 

No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales Sales 

Canada aererooese 7 114 206 i ee 4:2 26 
BUSDEC cies ees cns 296 1,594,085 236 1,873,424 + 17.5 
GET On cy eigrs valaine 792 4,284,034 669 © WO TOve 37 + 18.4 
Prairie Provinces 236 745,711 ZL} 1,089,152 + 46.1 
British Columbia, 126 + 54.4 


490,376 103 157,150 


Independent Stores 


Dollar sales for 1,073 independent grocery and combination stores were 5 
per cent higher in January, 1940 compared with January, 1939. Results on a geographical 
basis indicate that sales increases were recorded in every section of the country and 
these ranged from the substantial gain of 9 per cent in the Maritimes to the slight in- 
crease of 1 per cent in British Columbia, Quebec, Ontario and Saskatchewan sales were 
up 5 per cent while Manitoba and Alberta sales were up 6 and 4 per cent respectively, 


Comparison of Sales Reported for January, 1939 and 1940 


No, No. Per cent 

stores reporting change in 

reporting increase sales 

Maritimes Wh, Peale cic bed ean ec® 146 108 + 8.9 
BERD GCM, ih Cee Oe wcegeene cs 230 148 + 4,6 
Ontario et ais kara ae wien © 54 414 264 + 4,8 
cea kerk occessece st 81 53 + 6,3 
Saskatchewan Dede he wos taey ye i ae 44 33 t Ae] 
Alberta A Kot CAS Oe atc a gear EOLA 66 38 + 4,0 
British Columbia Need brake ee Se 92 42 + bea 
Canada eoPeOSoee csr ovos es eecens 1,073 686 + 428 
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URRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, FEBRUARY, 1940 


introduction 
Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have’ 

been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading estab- 

lishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and whole- 

sale trade issucd by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
This now series brings together in onc repors tho information on retail and wholesale 

grocery sales contained in tho other bulletins thus facilitating e comparison of the 

trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution, This report is the 

fifth of the serics, the firss being that for October, pay eo ee 


Seles of 77 wholesaic houses in the grocery tredco adveraged 18 per cent 
higher in February, 1940, over Fobruary, 1939, but decreasod 7 por cent below January, 
1940, unadjusted indexes on the base 1930 equals 100 stending at 97.9 for February, 
1940, 105.6 for January, 1940, and 83,1 for February, 1939. The 18 por cent increase 
over February of tho previous year compares with the 28 por cont increase rocorded in 
the January corresponding-month comperison and with margins of 4, 3, 18 and 43 per cent 

which characterized comparisons of Decombor, November, October and September sales with 
thoso of corresponding months of 1938, 


Indexes of Sales, 1930. _ 09 
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cet eh ayeeeainas usat _Fobruary,) _tenuery__|_ Decombor _ |__ Februar 
| 
- Unadjusted index coosccceccoo: | $739 | 105.6 102.9 83.1 
Sensonally adjusted indox .... | 116.8 {| 12501 | 108.7 99.42 


Results for February indicate that wholesale grocery gales were substan- 
tially increased in cvory region of the country but were especially high for tho Prairie 
Provinces and the Maritimes, Salos in the Prairics increased 27 per cent over February 
a year ago and in the Maritime Provinees 20 per cent. In Quebec sales were up 15 per 
cont, in Ontario 13 per cent, and in British Golwabie 12 per cent. 
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Percentage Change in Wholesale Sales, by Provinces 


February Dollar Sales 


Per cent change from Number 
of 
Firms 
February Reporting 


1939 


Canada en G pres 0 €e 


Ontario ETE AAS ASAT 
PPAITISCS sescsecetectoersereesd 
British Columbia eecesesrcuve 


re 


Wholesalers’ inventories were valued 38 per cent higher at the end of 
February, 1940 than 1939 but were down 3 per cent from January 31st, 1940, Stocks on 
hand at any period are unduly high or low only when considered in relation to sales 
in the immediately ensuing period. Stocks on hand at the beginning of February normel- 
ly amount to approximately 155 per cent of February sales. The corresponding ratio for 
February, 1940, was 182 per cent, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of 
the month were in excess of the normal inventory position for that time of yeare 


Wholesale Grocery Trade:- Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 


(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 


Per cent 
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Retail Trade 
Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,177 chain store units operated by 29 chain companies in the 
food retailing field averaged 26 per cent higher in February, 1940, than the sales of 
1,371 units operated by the same 29 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Increases 
were greater in the West than in the Hast, Chain sales in the province of Quebec were 
up 17 per cent; Ontario, 20 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 59 per cent and British 
Columbia, 57 per cent, Average daily sales for grocery and meat chains were 22 per 
cent higher in February, 1940, than in February, 1939. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for Februar 1939 and 1940 


29 Chain Companies 


February, 1939 February, 1940 Per cent 
change 
in 
No. Stores | Sales No. Stores Sales Sales 
: a 
ro) oe) 
Canada sesseecvenes yaoi 209,51 yh 9,083,492 + 26,0 
Quebec Piuita eabane's PM 2,632,793 1,911,708 at 17.1 
Ontario ccccenecens 739 4,275,160 bale 525 + 1967 
Prairie Provinces . 204 718,861 1,140,318 + 58.6 
British Columbia ., 151 + 5742 


582,703 915,951 


Independent Stores 


Dollar sales for 1,076 independent grocery and combination stores were 
6 per cent higher in February, 1940, compared with February, 1939. Results on a goo~ 
graphical basis indicate that sales increases were recorded in every section of the 
country; these ranged from a substantial gain of 12 per cent in the Maritimes to an in- 
crease of 3 per cent in Manitoba. Alberta sales were up 10 per cent, Ontario, 6 per 
cent, while Quebec and Saskatchewan both had sales gains of 5 per cent. Sales in 
British Columbia were up 4 per cont. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for February, 1939 and 1940 


No. No. Per cent 
stores reporting change in 
reporting increase sales 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MARCH, 1940 


Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading es- 
tablishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and 
wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statis- 
tics. This series brings together in one report the information on retail and whole- 
sale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of 
the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. This report is the 
gixth of the series, the first being that for October, 1939. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 77 wholesale houses in the grocery trade averaged 1 per 
cent higher in March, 1940 over March, 1939 and 1 per cent over February, 1940, unad- 
justed indexes, on the base 1930 equals 100; standing at 98.9 for March, 1940, 97.6 
for February, 1940 and 97.6 for March, 1939. The 1 per cent increase over March of the 
previous year compared with the 18 per cent increase recorded in the February 
corresponding-month comparison and with the margin of 28 per cent recorded in January 
over January of 1939. 


Indexes of Sales, 19730 = 100 


9726 105.6 
116.5 1252 106,0 
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‘Unadjusted index Rinse aeretese oes 
Seasonally adjusted index «eso. 
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Results for March varied for different regions of the country, 
the 1 per cent increase for the Dominion as a whole being the net resultant of increas- 
ed sales in the Maritimes, British Columbia and Ontario, decreased sales in Quebec and 
practically unchanged sales jn the Prairie Provinces. Sales in the Maritimes increased 
10 per cent over March a year aga in British Columbia, 4 per cent, and in Ontario, a 
per cent, In Quebec a 3 per cent drop in sales was recorded. 
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P recentag Change in Wholesale Sales, by Provinces 
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March Dollar Sales 
Per cent change from 


Number 


cera to of 
date Firms 
March 1940 Reporting 
193579 195% 
BRACE sscoscescosscater + 13 + 14.7 17 
Maritimes .speveecveeson + 9,6 22 52 15 
Quebec TIEN Gals whe ale ve ro cae 15.4 22 
Ontario ass x gos 6 aie + pao + t,o wie 
Prairies eC EeT TELS t ar 0.5 + 15.8 ag 
British Columbia essecce ees + 12.6 6 


Stocks 


Wholesalers! inventories were valued 34 per cent higher at the 
end of March, 1940 than 1939 but were down 10 per cent from February 29th, 1940, 
Stocks on hand at any period are unduly high or low only when considered in relation 
to sales in the immediately ensuing period. Stocks on hand at the beginning of March 
normelly amount to approximately 145 per cent of March sales. The corresponding 
ratio for March, 1940, was 178 per cent, indicating that stocks on hand at the begin- 
ning of the month were in excess of the normal inventory position for that time of 


year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade t= Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


et Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 


(Normal « Average for 1935, 1936) 


Per cent 
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Retail Trade 
Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,239 chain store units operated by 30 chain companies in 
the food retailing field averaged 25 per cent higher in March, 1940, than the sales of 
1,424 units operated by the same 30 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Increas~ 
6s were greater in the West than in the East. Chain sales in the province of Quebec 
were up 14 per cent; Ontario, 19 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 52 per cent and British 
Columbia, 71 per cent, Average daily sales for grocery and meat chains were 26 per 
cent higher in March, 1940, than in March, 1939. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for March, 1939 and 1940 


an eo 


30 Chain Companies 


' \ “Per cent 
March, 1939 i March, 1940 +: 4 J) exahange 
| in 
e.. No, Stores} __ Sales Rieeeeonee| Sales _ Sales _ 
; pris eee 
Canada seveseres ween 1,424 8 02 ,4 eed | 10 86 145 eed 
seer: Ld | 2.239 29,3865 | 2501 
BiGhGC fullsekesenh ec 262 1,860,915 BA9 2,126 ,622 + 14,3 
Ontario a re ate 71718 4,952,521 | 668 5,886,418 a 1839 
Prairie Provinces se. 244 933,045 pee) 1,420,437 + 52,2 
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Independent Stores 


Dollar sales for 1,107 independent grocery and combination stores 
were 8 per cent higher in March, 1940, compared with March, 1939. Results on a geo~ 
graphical basis indicate that sales increases were recorded in every section of the 
country; these ranged from 4 substantial gain of 17 per cent in the Maritimes to an 
increase of 5 per cent in British Columbia, Alberta sales were up 9 per cent, Quebec 
and Manitoba 8 per cent, and Ontario and Saskatchewan 7 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for March, 1939 and 1940 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, APRIL, 1940 


introduction 

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading es=- 
tablishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and 
wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
This series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery 
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in 
monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. This report is the seventh of the 
series, the first being that for October, 1939. 


Sales of 77 wholesale houses in the grocery trade averaged 15 per 
cent higher in April, 1940 over April, 1939 and 11 per cent over March, 1940, unadjusted 
indexes, on the base 1930 equals 100, standing at 109.4 for April, 1940, 99.0 for 
March, 1940 and 95.3 for April, 1939. the 15 per cent increase over April of the pre- 
vious year compared with the 1 por cent increase recorded in the March corresponding= 
month comparison and with margins of 18 nor cont and 28 per cent recorded in February 
and January ovor the same months of 193%. 
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Med justed Index .ccccseonserdond 109 04 | 99.0 9503 


Seasonally adjusted index ...+e0e| 117 06 | 107.5 
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o Results for April indicate that wholesalo grocery sales were sub-= 
stantially increased in every region of the country but were especially high for the 
Waritime provinces and Quebec, Sales in the Maritimes increasod 24 por cent over april 
@ yoar ago and in Quebec, 23 per cent. In British Columbia sales wore up 14 per cent, 
“in Ontario, 13 per cont and in tho Prairic provinces, 11 por conte 
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Percentage Change in Wholesale Sales, by Provinces 


TT ER = a a a Ror aa ———e a er Tro a ar oe _—= 
April Dollar Sales i 
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Stocks 


Wholesalers’ inventories were valued 30 per cent higher at the end 
of April, 1940 than 1939 but were down 1 per cent from March 30th, 1940, Stocks on 
hand at any period are unduly high or low only when considered in relation to sales in 
the immediately ensuing period. Stocks on hand at the beginning of April normally 
amount to approximately 127 per cent of April sales. The corresponding ratio for 
April, 1940, was 150 per cent, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the 
month were in excess of the normal inventory position for that time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade:- Percentage that Stocks on Hand 
at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 


(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 
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Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,181 chain store units operated by 31 chain companies in 
he food retailing field averaged 14 per cent higher in April, 1940, than the sales of 
9375 units operated by the same 31 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Increases 
ere greater in the ‘lest than in the Bast, Chain sales in the province of Quebec were 
p 4 per cent; Ontario, § per cent; Prairie Provinces, 34 per cent and British Columbia, 
7 per cent. Average daily sales for grocery and meat chains were 15 per cent higher in 
pril, 1940, than in April, 1939. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for April, 1939 and 1940 
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Independent Stores 


| Dollar sales for 1,066 independent grocery and combination stores 
yere 1 per cent higher in April, 1940, compared with April, 1939. Results on a geograp- 
ical basis indicate that sales increases were recorded in the Eastern half of the coun- 
y and decreases in the Western sections. These ranged from a gain in the Maritimes of 
9 per cent to a decrease of 3 per cent in Saskatchewan. Ontario sales wore up by 2 per 
cent, while Alberta and Manitoba reported decreasos of 1 and 2 per cent. Sales in 
Quebec and British Columbia were unchanged from April a yoar agoe 


Comparison of Sales Reported for April, 1939 and 1940 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MAY, 1940 
Introduction 
—SSSS SS eS 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading 
establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and 
wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statise 
tics, This series brings together in one report the information on rotail and wholesale 
grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the 
trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution, 


Wholesale Prado 


Sales of 77 wholesale houses in the grocery trade avcraged 25 per 
cont highcor in May, 1940 than in May, 1939 and 24 por cont ovor April, 1940, unadjusted 
indexes, on tho base 1930 equals 100, standing at 134.8 for Mey, 1940, 108.8 for 
April, 1940 and 108.1 for May, 1939. The 25 per cent incroase over May of tho provious 
yoar comparcd with a 14 per cent increase recorded in the April corresponding-month 
comparison and with margins of 1 por cont and y8per cont recorded in March and Fobruary 
ovor tho same months of 1939. Sales for tho yoar to dato avorago 17 por cont abovo the 
corrosponding five-month period of 1939, 


iIndoxos of Salos, 1930 = 100 


Mar Cae IMAG OG? iit fe etr c ce ition tte Leah Oibic lic Lae ; 
1940 ; 1939 
April March May 
EA ATL CEE SPE SS SESS TOTO : a Semuar utes et ad = 
Unadjusted indox Peale oat wales 134.8 108 .8 oF 00 108.1 
BSoesonally adjustod indox weccocece 137.0 


117.0 | 107.5 109 9 
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( Lil sections of the country shared in tho incrcoase ovor May @ year 
280, results for the various cconomic divisions showing incroascs of 23 per cent in tho 
‘Maritimo Provinces, 26 por cont in Quebec, 20 por cont in Onterio, 29 per cont in 
tho Prairic Provincos and 28 per cont in British Columbie, 
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Percentage Change in Wholesale Sales, by Provinces 


May Dollar Sales 


Per cent change from Year Number 
to of 
date Firms 
May April 1940 Reporting 
$939 1940 B989 
MC Giles way 6 oe 6 be oe bs + 24,7 + 23.9 + 17.0 34 | 
Miaritimes Coen eeeeecerereene + 22.6 + 25.1 nae eed 15 
Quebec Coe eeeresreneedseoeenesend + 25.5 + 35,8 + 19.6 22 
Ontario Ce evedtasoccrececons I ake | “-- 18.0 + 13,8 24 
OPC) Rea Aa aera ne + 28.7 + 28.1 2 Sa ky iu 13 
British Columbia eeoeeeoeevcoe oF tuieaa | + 206 + lice 
Stocks 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 38 per 
cent higher at the end of May than on the corresponding date of 1939 and were 10 per 
eent higher than at the end of April, 1940, Stocks on hand at any period must be con- 
sidered in relation to the sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand 
at the beginning of May normally amount to approximately 120 per cent of the May turn~ 
over, The ratio of stocks on hand at the end of April, 1940 formed 117 per cent of 
Mey sales indicating that in relation to sales realized during the month, stocks on 
hand were slightly below normal, 


Wholesale Grocery Trade:~ Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of money ear to sates during Month 
Gociets = Myepeee hee 1935, 1936) 


Per cent 


a oe i 


ee ee 


aeesversepecntenssserenseessaNProserrernenesseaneerenanssseteetfeereessssneeasteceeseasoemenes stuns preneseamagemessaemenans <0t: 


Qe 


sires antiwe 


a 6pm param Metis 
Pad tt) BuLyO 


R ; mae Va 
air TON treat pt a, 


“Eros } a ee cP E 
, ‘one din ea dh nemen heen aan en at le m’, « EOE AY 
du iietlenecemannent SM se na ee \on 
? r i ‘ 
; 
on. ‘ pts ¢ : i ‘ < 
La t } s sai . t 
erie Seine 
oS is \ f i c . 
ont K* ai hae) oe at Be } fs Fi 
t)  RRRe 4 : react ag 4 . 
1 ae ¥ ; ' c ~ " i } roe - te Faded ees 68 
‘ wed 5 ‘ 
; 5 ; ; f 1+ ¥ 
4 @) 
‘ ” sf ’ ; Neo, a js 
. i hae ae 8 a ue of iy it eae er 
r a! ; ‘ i 
errs — lm mewn oe id —¢ = oprmrmnsey ent mh, ems IP 


nena ed mye 


TT inns en hin one err a ea 
oa 


i 
id bs as at - * A) 2s Leh 7 ‘ 
AR aN ath. mr SU ee he : vA i rd : Ki it ~ NEMELEDE 5 ' 
f t Lay pss tow r aD ; P ape Py : : ene i ere yk re | tae eae | ent ae a - 
‘ , “ +» 7 ’ , ; , 
j eat a ery tye X i Tes he Oat) HET Lase tO a ee Bite } rap as PY) ; £G hisian ROO: 
ay d ae Af ade" 5 3 : d a. 4 ry ? ; 
aHOo en Tek DOLE T Toa ie ao bo (OEP E Se Re BR re 


I pret ao etvase .Ho cet Ley Wiasebmon 


= 
ee 

i? 

a 


Poe. EGR, tak Aa TTA uly a ha aaNet ws 
Bao! me 5 ne . 4 De : ¢'te ™ } % raha a 
h 
er peek i. F ae 
it ei 14 Mel de? » edu @ 1 
j 
i i 
=) ~ “ 
i bat 
; i 2 4 nee (i oe is 
k t(4 ra : 7 oy s oh % 
= 7”. = n Ma 
x SPAR - bias eS SER aye ee ee ee ee 
i ; 
se nt ? "hs ry) F 
| Seone 4h, ace eT i Eee 14 
‘ 
ve : ] 
) 
4 
= ° my i at a ot ee i aunt Be oye } ne c 5 By ae ; 
Dietiund exsete: Sent oeeegerie ss aes 
re hore nda oapssdn avout orth ies 1 Mineee— tb ha ARR ea qo ek om 
et , 3 i a ‘ ae tk oie 7 
af ie At ae)... i had aioe r be 
plate pipk\ SR tebe s cod vol. (20h are ecu sho. 
; vied nieh +> Sapien eeay —ateks ak Oe eeenien evel pee harmed diene gin = ies ewer be ed alr acetyl sige he 
t wis Gre iG 4 N HEE 4 i 
- At ’ ; 4 P 
, 
y 
) a 
j 
J i 
iW Fe a nas hed a a een ae ca ete er Toe eee (mene ee ee “+ od oe oben a ell 
a & Wa cP } 7 f : 
i : ' 


Se Ne A pe a 


oA? se a 


—_ 


Retail. trade 
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Sales of 1,104 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in 
the food retailing field averaged 26 per cent higher in May, 1940, than the sales of 
1,281 units operated by the same 27 firms in the corresponding month of 1939, Increases 
wore greater in the West than in the East. Chain salos in the province of Queboc were 
up 23 per cents Ontario, 22 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 45 per.cent and British Colum- 
bia, 49 per cent. Average daily sales for grocery and meat chains were 24 per cent higher 
in May, 1940, than in liay, 1939. 


Comparison of Storcs and | Salos for ae 1939 and 1940 


27 Chain Companics 
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Dollar selos of 1,043 indopondent groccry and combination storos 
woro 7 per cont highor in May, 1940 comp-rcd with ily, 1939. Results on a goographical 
basis indicceto thet salos incroasos wore recorded in cvery section of the country 
rauging from 2 substanticl gain of 12 por cont in Saskatchowan to a gain of 4 per cont 
in British Columbia. Manitoba and tho Maritimes reported increasos of 9 por cont, 


Ontario and Alborts, 7 por cont, while Quobee salos woro up by 6 por cent. 


SORE of Salos Reported for May, 1939 and 1940 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JUNE, 1940 


Introduction 


a 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establishe 
monts forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesalo 
trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 
series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales 
contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly 
sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 
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Sales of 77 wholesale houses in the grocery trade averaged 9 per cent 
higher in Junc, 1940, than in June, 1939, but were 9 per cent lower than the level of 
May, 1940, unadjusted indexes on the base, 1930 = 100, standing at 122.4 for Juno, 1940; 
W35.0 for May, 1940; and 112.3 for June, 1939- The 9 per cent increase over June of the 
provious year compares with a 25 per cent increase recorded in the May corresponding- 
month comparison and with margins of 14 and 1 per cent recorded in April and March over 
the same months of 1939. Sales for the first six months of this year average 15 por cent 
higher than for the corresponding six-month period of 1939. 


Indexes of Sales, 1930 = 100 
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Unadjusted index ...--..+- see reee 
Seasonally adjusted index .....--. 
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411 soetions of the country shared in the increase over June & year ago, 
results for the various cconomic divisions showing increases of 13 per cont in tho Mari-~ 
time Provinces, 11 per cent in Qucobec, 10 por cent in Ontario, 8 per cont in the Prairio 
Provincos, and 2 per cent in British Columbia. 
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Porcentage Chango in Wholcsale Sales, by Provinces 
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June Dollar Sales 


Per cent change from Number 


of 
Firms 
Reporting 
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British Columbica .-. 


Stocks 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 39 per cent 
higher at the end of June than on the corresponding date of 1939, but were 1 per cent 
lower than at the end of May, 1940- Stocks on hand at any period must be considered in 
relation to the sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand at the be- 
ginning of June normally amount to approximately 120 per cent of the June turnover. The 
ratio of stocks on hand at the end of May, 1940, formed 143 per cent of June sales indi- 
cating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were in excess of the normal 
inventory position for that time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade:--Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 


(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 


Per cent 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,161 chain store units operated by 26 chain companies in the 
food retailing field averaged 14 per cent higher in June, 1940, than the sales of 1,333 
units operated by the same 26 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Chain sales in the 
province of British Columbia were up 17 per cent; Ontario, 16 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 
12 per cent; and Quebec, 10 per cent. Average daily sales for grocery and meat chains 
were 11 per cent highor in June, 1940, than in June, 1939. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for June, 1939 and 1940 


26 Chain Companies 
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June, 1939 June, 1940 onan 
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independent Stores 


Dollar sales of 1,066 independent grocery and combination stores were 
5 por cent highor in June, 1940, comparod with Junc, 1939- Results ona geographical basis 
indicate that sales increases were recorded in every section of the country, ranging from 
again of 7 por cent in the Maritimes and Alberta to one of 3 per cent in British Columbia. 
Quebec and Manitoba reported increases of 6 per cont while Ontario and Saskatchewan were 
the samo with a gain of 4 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for June, 1939 and 1940 
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| stores | roporting | change in 
| reporting increase salos 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JULY, 1940 


Introduction 


‘ Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establishments 
forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade 
issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series 
brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales con- 
tained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly 
gales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 77 wholesale grocery houses were unchanged in July, 1940, from July, 

1939, but were 8 per cent lower than the level of June, 1940, unadjusted indexes on the 
base, 1930 = 100, standing at 112.1 for July, 1940; 122.0 for June, 1940; 135.0 for May, 
1940; and 112.3 for July, 1939. In all months in 1940 previous to July, increases were 
recorded over the corresponding months of 1939. in June, the margin was 9 per cent, in 
May, 25 per cent, and in April, 14 per cent. Dollar value of sales for the first seven 
months of this year averaged 13 per cent higher than for the corresponding seven-month 
period of 1939. 


Indexes of Sales, 1930 = 100 


Unadjusted index ...-.cee. 
Seasonally adjusted index 


oe 


The trends in the five economic divisions of the country were widely varied 
and ranged from an increase in sales of 11 per cent in the Maritime Provinces to a de 
crease of 7 per cent in British Golumbia. Quebec reported a gain of 9 per cent, Ontario 
1 per cent, while the Prairie Provinces were down 6 per cent from July a year ago. 
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Percentage Change in Wholesale Sales, by Provinces 


July Dollar Sales 
Per cent change from 


Number 
of 
Firms 
Reporting 


CANADA coecvececrncee 
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British Columbie ... 


Stocks 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 24 per cent higher 
at the end of July than on the corresponding date of 1939, but were 7 per cent lower 
than at the end of June, 1940. Stocks on hand at any period must be considered in re= 
lation to sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand at the beginning 
of July are normally equal to the July turnover. The rates of stocks on hand at the 
end of June formed 152 per cent of the July sales, indicating that stocks on hand at 
the beginning of the month were greatly in excess of the normal inventory position for 
that time of yoar. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade:~-Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 


(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 


Per cent 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,081 chain store units operated by 26 chain companies in the 
food retailing field averaged 23 per cent higher in July, 1940, than the sales of 1,253 
units operated by the same 26 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Chain sales in 
the province of British Columbia were up 35 per cent; Ontario, 23 per cent; Quebec, 21 per 
cent; and the Prairie Provinces, 19 per cent. Average daily sales for grocery and meat 
chains were 19 per cent higher in July, 1940, than in July, 1939. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for Jul 1939 and 1940 
26 Chain Companies, 


JULY, 1939 : JULY, 1940 ~ | Per cent’ 
change 
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cent higher in July, 1940, compared with July, 1939. Results on a geographical basis in= 
dicate that sales increases were recorded in every section of the country, ranging from 
@ gain of 11 per cent in Manitoba to one of 3 por cent in Quebec. The Maritimes reported 
an increase of 7 per cont, British Columbia, 6 per cent; and Alberta, 5 per cent. Saskate 
chewan and Ontario were the same with a gain of 4 per cent over July, 1939. 


Comparison of Sales Reportod for July, 1939 and 1940 
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GURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, AUGUST, 1940 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establish= 
ments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale 
trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 
series brings together in one reports the information on retail and wholesale grocery 
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in 
monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution, 


Wholesal 
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Sales of 77 wholesale grocery houses average 1 per cent higher in 
August, 1940 than in August, 1939 and were 8 per cent above the level of July, 1940, 
unadjusted indexes on the base 1930 equals 100 standing at 121-1 for August, 1940; 112.3 
for July, 1940; 122-0 for June, 1946; and 120.0 for August, 1939- The 1 per cent in- 
crease over July of the previous year compares with unchanged sales in the July corres- 
ponding-month comparison and with increases of 9 per cent and 25 per cent in June and 
May over the same months of the previous year. Dollar value of sales for the first 
eight months of this year averaged 11 per cent higher than for the corresponding eight~ 
month period of 1939. 


The trends in the five economic divisions of the country were widely 
varied and ranged from an increase in sales of 16 per cent in British Columbia to a de~ . 
crease of 4 per cent in the Prairies. The Maritimes reported a gain of 5 per cent, 
Quebec 2 per cent, while Ontario reported a fractional increase of only 0-5 per cent» 
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Percentage Change in Wholesale Sales, by Provinces 


LOH CT OR MO'S Biel ose) eveva lac #5. 9.6) 6 + 
EGO OU s a vir r rikce ines 2.8 « 
Ontario «csse.: are Sie. d wb 
Bere Gistald'e 6) 0: 6,18 sep <6 
British Columbia o+«s.<«s 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 18 per 
cent higher at the end of August than on the corresponding date of 1939, but were 4 
per cent lower than at the end of July, 1940. Stocks on hand at any period must be 
considered in relation to sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand 
at the beginning of August normally amount to approximately 111 per cent of the August 
turnover. Stocks on hand at the end of July formed 124 per cent of the August sales, 
indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were still in excess of 
the normal inventory position for that time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade:--Percentage that Stocks on Hand 
at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 


(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,155 chain store units operated by 28 chain companies in 
the food retailing field averaged 28 per cent higher in August, 1940, than the sales of 
1,328 units operated by the same 28 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Chain 
sales in the province of British Columbia were up 35 per cent; Quebec and Ontario, 29 
per cent; and the Prairie Provinces, 17 per cent. Average daily sales for grocery and 
meat chains were 18 per cent higher in August, 1940, than in August, 1939. 


Gomparison of Stores and Sales for August, 19 and 1940 


28 Chain Companies 
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Independent Stores 


= 


Dollar sales of 1,046 independent grocery and combination stores 
were 14 per cent higher in August, 1940 than in August, 1939. Results on a geographical 
basis indicate that sales increases were recorded in every section of the country, rang= 
ing from a gain of 18 per cent in the Maritimes to one of 9 per cent in Saskatchewan and 
British Columbia. Ontario reported an increasc of 14 per cent; Alberta, 11 per cent; 
and Quebec and Manitoba were the same with a gein of 13 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for hugust, 1939 and 1940 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, SEPTEMBER, 1940 


Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribu- 
tion in Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and 
wholesale grocery trading establishments forming components of the two 
regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the 
Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series 
brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale 
grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a come 
parison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distri~ 
butione 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 77 wholesale grocery houses averaged 27 por 
cont lower in September, 1940 than in September, 1939 but were practical- 
ly unchanged from the level of August, 1940, unadjusted indexes, on the 
base 1930 cquals 100, standing at 119.9 for September, 1940, 120.6 for 
August, 1940, 112.3 for July, 1940 and 104.9 for September, 1939. Heavy 
inventory buying by the retail trade reached an unusually high level in 
Soptomber, 1939 and, while wholcsale sales in September, 1940 have dow 
croased 27 per cont thoy arc still 4 per cont above tho levol of Scptomor, 
1938. Tho dollar veluc of seles for the first nine months of 1940 averagod 
5 por cont higher than for the corresponding nine-month period of the pre= 
vious ycar. 


Soptomber sales of wholesale grocery firms, when 
examined by regions, indicato that declinos were goneral throughout the 
Dominion. In tho Maritimes seles dropped 22 por cont bolow the lovel of 
Soptember a yoar ago; in Ontario and the Prairics salos decreased 26 por 
cent; in British Columbia, 31 por cent; while in Quebec the drop amounted 
to 32 por cont. 
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Percentage Change in Wholesale Sales, by Provinces 
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September Dollar Sales Year 
Per cent change from to Number 
E Rey date of 
(Si ; 4 1940 Firms 
September August 19393 Reporting 
1939 __ 1940 
BRN kas mee * 27. eenOae Berane | 
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Quebec -ereeeeees caste pare us lac ye 461 + 6.3 22 
Pntarlo -+.+e+s-. roel = 2620 + 3.2 + 367 21 
Be YT OSs eis ie ars oriole wie cat 26.2 - 3.5 + 3.2 13 
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Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 5 per 
cent higher at the end of September than on the corresponding date of 1939, but were 
1 per cent lower than at the end of August, 1940. Stocks on hand at any period must 
be considered in relation to sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand’ 
at the beginning of September normally amount to approximately 114 per cent of the Sept= 
ember turnover. Stocks on hand at the end of August formed 127 per cent of the September 
sales, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were still in excess 
of the normal inventory position for that time of year- 


Wholesale Grocery Trade :--Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 
(Normal f Average for 1935, 1936) 


Per cent 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,105 chain store units operated by 29 chain companies 
in the food retailing field averaged 8 per cent lower in September, 1940 than the sales 
of 1,268 units operated by the same 29 firms in the corresponding month of 1939+ Ghain 
sales in the province of British Columbia were down 3 per cent; Ontario, 6 per cent; 
the Prairie Provinces, 12 per cent. Average daily sales for grocery and meat chains 
were 3 per cent higher in September, 1940 than in September, 1939. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for September, 1939 and 1940 
29 Chain Companies 
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Independent Stores 
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Dollar sales of 1,048 independent grocery and combination stores 
were 9 per cent lower in September, 1940 than in September, 1939. Results on a geo~ 
graphical basis indicate that sales decreases were recorded in every section of the 
country ranging from a decline of 3 per cent in the Maritimes to one of 12 per cent 
in the three most westerly provinces, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia. 
Quebec reported a decline of 8 per cont; Ontario and Manitoba were the same with a 
decline of 10 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for September, 1939 and 1940 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, OCTOBER, 1940 
Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in 
Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale 
grocery trading establishments forming components of the two regular monthly 
bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report 
the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other 
bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the 
two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 
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Sales of 74 wholesale houses in the grocery trade averaged 
10 per cent higher in October, 1940 than in October, 1939 and were 16 per cent 
above the level of September, 1940, unadjusted indexes on the base 1930 equals 
100 standing at 139.2 for October, 1940, 120.2 for September, 1940 and 126.7 
for October, 1939- The 10 per cent increase over October of the previous year 
compares with a 27 per cent decline in the September corresponding-month 
comparison and with practically unchanged sales in .ugust and July from the 
same months in 1939. Sales for the first ten months of the curront year avers 
age 5 per cont higher than for the corresponding ten-month period of last yeare 


\ 


4 


411 sections of the country shared in the increase over 
October a year ago, results for the various economic divisions showing increas= 
es of 18 per cent in the Maritimes, 15 per cent in Quebec, 13 per cent in 
Ontario, 6 per cent in British Columbia and 2 per cent in the Prairies. 
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wholesale Grocery Trade by Hconomic Divisions 
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Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 5 per cent 
lower at the end of October than on the corresponding date of 1939, but were 13 per 
cent higher than at the end of September, 1940. Stocks on hand at any period must be 
considered in relation to sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand at 
the beginning of October normally amount to approximately 113 per cent of the October 
turnover. Stocks on hand at the end of September formed 110 per cent of the October 
sales, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were slightly lower 
than the normal inventory position for that time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Tradez--Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 
(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 
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Retail Trade 
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Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,153 chain store units operated by 29 chain companies in 
the food retailing field averaged 22 per cent higher in October, 1940 than sales of 1,320 
units operated by the same 29 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Chain sales in 
the province of British Columbia were up 27 per cent; Ontario, 25 per cent; the Prairie 
Provinces, 24 per cent and Quebec, 12 per cent. Average daily sales for grocery and meat 
chains were 18 per cent higher in October, 1940 than in October, 1939. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for October, 1939 and 1940 
29 Chain Companies 
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Independent Stores 


Dollar sales of 1,046 independent grocery and combination stores 
were 1l per cent higher in October, 1940 than in October, 1939. Results on a geographi- 
cal basis indicate that sales increases wore recorded in every section of the country 
ranging from a gain of 14 per cent in the Maritimes to one of 1 per sent in Saskatchewan. 
Ontario, Quobec and British Columbia were the samo with a gain of 11 por cent, while 
Alborta sales were up 9 per cent and Manitoba, 7 por cent. 


Comparison of Salcos Reported for October, 1939 and 1940 
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bsen published for some yeerg, 4 | 

establishments forming comporents of the two Soares monthly bulletins on retail and 
whclesaie trade issued by the Tnternal Trade Branch ef the Dominion Bureau of Statistica, 
This series brings together in cne report the ioe center on retail and wholesale 

grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the 
trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food digtribusion, 


Waolessts 9 Trade 


Saint omne anon seoce terme pera tiated 


Sales of 75 wholesale houses in the grocery trade averaged 15 per cent 
higher in November, 190 than in Novenber 1939 but were 10 per cent below the level 
of October 1940, unadjusted indexeg an the base 1950 equale, as standing at 125.4 for 
November, 1940, 139.9 for Odtcber, 1940 and 109.5 for November, 1939. The 15 per cent 
increase over November, 1949 compares with a gain of 10 per cent in the October 
corresponding month comparison and with a decline of e/ per cent in September. In 
August and July sales were une hanged from the corre ponding nonths of 1949. Sales for 
1940 to date ave rage G per cent higher than for the eleven-month period January ~« 
November, 1939. 


ALL sections of the country ghared in the increase over November a year 
ago, resuists for the various economic @ivisione showing increases of 22 per cent in 
the Maritimes, 16 ee Behe in Ontario, 13 per cent in Quebec and 11 per cent in British 
Columbia and in the Prairie Provinces. 
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Tholesale Crocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


| ing a | Per cent change 
| 
| 
| 


November, 1940 over - 
Year 


Division November | November | to 

1939 1940 November October date 

1939 1940 1940 

aga”, 1939 

$ $ 
CANADA .. 13, 760 15,762 + 14.5 ~ 10.4 + (Gat 
Maritimées......... 1,475 - 6.9 + 12.2 
LAL eae 2,488 ~ 12.0 + 8.2 
BEATA .. 05 ccs eee 3,890 -~ 10.3 + 5.8 
SE 12 4,276 mae - 5: any Mina, gee 
British Columbia... | 6 pe 1 O32 ie ae ie: 4.6 
{ : 
Stock 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 4 per cent lower 
at the end of Novomber than on the corresponding date of 1939, but were 7 per cent 
higher than at the end of October, 1940. Stocks on hand at any period must be con- 
sidered in relation to sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand at 
the beginning of November normally amount to approximately 143 per cent of the November 
turnover. Stocks on hand at the end of October formed 136 per cent of the November 
gales, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were slightly lower 
than the normal inventory position for that time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade -- Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 


(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 
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Rotail Trade 
Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,069 chain store units operated by 30 chain companies in 
the food retailing field averaged 26 per cent higher in November, 1940 than sales of 
1,223 units operated by the same 30 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Chain 
sales in the province of British Columbia were up 30 per cent; Ontario, 28 per cent; 
Quebec, 22 per cent and the Prairie Previnces, 18 per cent. Average daily sales for 
grocery and meat chains were 17 per cent higher in November, 1940 than in November, 1939. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for November, 1939 and 1940 


30_Chain Companies 


ET YY TR ee TY LR Ce Ree oe RR rE RL TOT Fre 
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*. =) igi 
wilt. NOVeMbeT. ON ree 


io, Stores Sales No. St 


9 TEE TT 


GREE iel iy sss | 12,479, 525 


MBUGC Geviecscessoe OU | 1,920,928 209 2,329,101 + 21.9 
Ee Ce 650 5,232,945 589 6 5 564, 895 + 27.9 
Prairie Provinces .. 21 Sy ely: 188 1,488,319 + 18.4 
British Columbia ..- 217, BUT. 375 103 1,097,210 + 29.5 


independent Stores 


Dollar sales of 999 independent grocery and combination stores were 
14 per cent higher in November, 1940 than in November, 1939. Results on a geographical 
basis indicate sales increases in every section of the country ranging from a gain of 
19 per cent in the Maritimes to one of 8 per cent in Manitoba, British Columbia and 
Ontario were the same with a gain of 15 per cent, while Quebec and Saskatchewan each 
reported gn increase of 13 per cent. Alberta sales showed a gain of 11 per cent in 
November, 1940 over the same month in 1939. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for November, 1939 and 1940 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, DECEMBER, 1940 


Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery 
trading establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on 
retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the information 
on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus 
facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food 
distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 72 wholesale firms in the grocery trade averaged 17 per 
cent higher in December, 1940 than in December, 1939 but were 5 per cent below 
the level of November, 1940, unadjusted indexes on the base 1930 equals 100 stand- 
ing at 120-0 for December, 1940, 125.8 for November, 1940 and 102.9 for December, 
1939. The 17 per cent increase in sales over December of 1939 compares with gains 
of 15 per cent in November and 10 per cent in October over the same months of the 
previous year. Sales for the calendar year 1940 average 7 per cent higher than 
for the calendar year 1939. 


All sections of the country shared in the substantial increase over 
December a year ago, results for the various economic divisions showing increases 
of 25 per cent in British Columbia, 20 per cent in Ontario, 16 per cent in the 
Maritimes, 14 per cent in Quebec and 11 per cent in the Prairies. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Beonomic Divisions 


Dollar Sales | 


(ada 000) Per cent change 


December, 1940 over - Calendar 
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Maritimes ....-... 15 + 16.0 ‘ 945 + 12-5 
QUeHOe woceeer nsx 21 + 13.5 - 25.6 + 8.8 
Ontario ..-.-+..6s 21 + 20.1 + 4.9 + 6.9 
Prairies «rssseees 9 + 10.9 apy he tb) + 4.4 
British Columbia » 6 + 24.5 + 14.9 + 6.2 


Stocks 


SEES 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 2 per cent higher 
at the end of December than on the corresponding date of 1939, but were 2 per cent lower 
than at the end of November, 1940. Stocks on hand at any period must be considered in 
relation to sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand at the beginning 
of December normally amount to approximately 159 per cent of the December turnover. 
Stocks on hand at the end of November formed 149 per cent of the December sales, indicat~- 
ing that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were slightly lower than the normal 
inventory position for that time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade -- Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 
(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,078 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the 
food retailing field averaged 6 per cent higher in December, 1940, than sales of L202 
units operated by the same 27 firms in the corresponding month of 1939. Chain sales in 
the province of British Columbia were up 11 per cent. There was one more Saturday in 
December, 1939 than in 1940. On meking allowance for this factor a decrease of one per 
cent occurred in Quebec. Average daily sales for grocery and meat chains were 17 per 
cent higher in December, 1940 than in December, 1939- 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for December, 1939 and 1940 
27. Chain Companies 
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Independent Stores 


Dollar sales of 1,041 independent grocery and combination stores were 3 
per cent higher in December, 1940 than in December, 1939- Results on a geographical 
basis indicate sales increases in every section of the country except Saskatchewan and 
Alberta. The Maritimes were highest with a gain of 6 per cent, and Ontario and British 
Columbia showed an increase of 4 per cent» While Quebec increased 2 per cent, Manitoba 
and Alberta remained practically unchanged. Saskatchewan sales reported a decrease of 
4 per cente 


Comparison of Sales Reported for December, 1939 and 1940 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JANUARY, 1941 


antroduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution 
in Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and whole- 
sale grocery trading establishments forming components of the two regular 
monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal 
Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings to- 
gether in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales 
contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the 
trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 71 of the larger wholesale grocery firms in 
Canada averaged 2 per cent higher in January, 1941 than in January, 1940 
but were 11 per cent below the level of December, 1940, unadjusted indexes 
on the base, average for 1935 - 1939 equals 100, standing at 106.2 for 
January, 1941, 119-0 for December, 1940 and 104.6 for January, 1940. 
Sales in January, 1940 wore 28 per cent higher than in the corresponding 
month of 1939 so that sales in January, 1941, while only 2 per cent higher 
than sales in January, 1940, were actually 30 per cent above the level 
recorded in January two years ago. Gains of 17, 15 and 10 per cent 
were registered in the corresponding-month comparisons for December, 
November and October, 1940 over tho same months in 1939. 


Results on a regional basis indicate decreased sales 
in Quebec, slightly increased sales in the Maritimes, the Prairies and 
Ontario and substantially increased sales in British Columbia. Percentage 
changes for economic segions are as follows: British Columbia up 10 per 
cent; Ontario up 3 per cent; the Mcritimes and the Prairies up 2 per 
cent; and Quebec down 4 per cent. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Stocks 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 2 per cent 
lower at the end of January than on the corresponding date of 1940, but were 3 per cent 
higher than at the end of December, 1940. Stocks on hand at any period must be consid- 
ered in relation to sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand at the 
beginning of January normally amount to 158 per cent of the January turnover. Stocks 
on hand at the end of December formed 160 per cent of the January sales, indicating 
that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were almost at the normal inventory 
position for that time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade -- Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of Month bear sS Sales during Month 
(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 
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Sales of 1,011 chain st re mits operated by 25 chain companies in the 
food retailing fieid averaged 24 per cent higher in January, 1941 than sales of Beleg 
units operated by the same 25 firms in Saiibawe a year ago». The reduction in Number of 
stores operated resulted in an even greater increase in average seles per store which 
rose by 39 per cent from O15 104 in January, i940 t $10.,703 for January, 1941. Ine 
‘creases in aggregate sales ranged from 18 per cent in Quebec to 30 per cent in British 
Columbia while increases in average sales per store ranged from 35 per cent in Quebec to 
48 per cent in the Prairie Provinces. Average daily saies for food chains were 22 per 
cent higher in January of this year than jast. 


Comparison of Stores anc Sales for January, 1940 and 1941. 
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indepsndens Stores 


Dollar sales of 1,035 indenondont grocery and combination stores were 7 
por cent higher in January, 1941 than in January, 1940. Results on a geographical basis 
indicate sales increases in covery section of the country ranging from an increase of 13 
per cent in the Maritimes to one of 3 por cent in Alborta. Quebec and Ontario showed a 
gain of 7 per cent and British Columbia one of 6 per cent. Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
were the same with an increase of 5 per cent in January, 1941 over January, 1940. 


Sales per store for the 1,035 independent stores reporting averaged 
$3, 653 for the month of pect 1941 or 34 per cent of tho average chain unit figure. 
The average per store was highest in Quebec at 4,469 and was lowest in Alberta at 
$2 443. Average turnover iaeunee for January for other provinces were as follows: 
Maritime Provinces, 92,976 eae 032558; eT 2,747; Saskatchewan, 32,984 
and British Columbic, 43 770. 


Comparison of Soles Reported for January, 1940 and 1942 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, FEBRUARY, 1241 


Introduction 
——== 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in 
Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale 
grocery trading establishments forming components of the two regular monthly 
bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report 
the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other 


bulletins thus facilitating 4 comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the 
two stages of food distribution, 


Wholesale Trade 
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Sales of 75 of the larger wholesale grocery firms in Canada 
avereged 10 per cent higher in February, 1941 than in February, 1940 but were 
slightly below the level of January, 1940, unadjusted indexes on the base, avern 
age for 1935-1939 = 100 standing at 105.9 for February, 1941, 106.7 for 
January, 1941 and 96.7 for February, 1940. Since February sales in the whole- 
sale grocery trade are normally 2 per cent below the level of January, the 
slight decrease registered in February, 1941 from the previous month, is in 
accord with the usuel seasonal movement for that time of year. In the 
corresponding-month comparisons for January, December and November gains of 2, 
17 and 15 per cent were registered over the same months of the previous year: 


Results on a regional basis indicate that the 10 per cent 
inereezse in February for Canade as a whole was the result of widely varied 
trends in the different sections of the country. Sales in the Maritimes were 
up 25 per cent over February 2 year ago; sales in British Columbia were up 21 
per cent; sales sn both Ontario and Quebec were up 10 per cent; while the 
Preiries showed a decrecse of 1 per cent from February, 1940. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were almost 
unchanged at the end of February from the corresponding date of 1940 and showed only a 
slight decrease from inventories at the end of January, 1941. Stocks on hand at any 
period must be considered in relation to sales in the immediately following period, 
Stocks on hand at the beginning of February normally amount to approximately 155 per 
cent of the February turnover. Stocks on hand at the end of January formed 168 per cent 
of the February sales, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were 
higher than the normal inventory position for that time of years 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade -~ Percentage that Stocks on Hand 
at Beginning of Month bear to Sales during Month 
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(Normal = Average for 1935, 1936) 
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Retcil Trade 
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Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,115 chain store units operated by 28 chain companies in 
the food retailing field averaged 14 per cent higher in February, 1941 than sales of 
1,223 units operated by the same 28 firms in February @ year ago. «average sales per 
store were $9,499 in February of this year, 25 per cent greater than the ¥7,584 average 
in the same month of 1940. i considerable reduction in the number of stores operated by 
the reporting chain companies is responsible, to some extent, for the increased sales 
volume per store. 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 20 per 
cent in British Columbia; 16 per cont in Onterio; 11 per cent in Quebec and 6 per cent 


in the Prairie Provinces. iverege deily sales for food shains increased 18 per cent 
in February this year over last. 


Comperison of Stores and Sales for February, 1940 and 1941 
28 Chein Companies 
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Independent Stores 


Dollar sales of 1,035 independent grocery and combination stores 
were 5 per cent higher in February, 1941 than in February, 1940. Results on a geograp= 
hical basis indicate sales increases in every section of the country, ranging from an 
increase of 10 per cent in the iiaritimes to one of 1 per cent in Alberta. Ontario and 
Quebee each showed a gain of 5 per cent and Manitoba, Saskatchewan and British Columbia 
were the same with ay increase of 4 per cent. 


Cofparison of Sales reported for February, 1940 and 1941 
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Introduction 


eee St 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution 
in Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and whole~ 
sale grocery trading establishments forming components of the two regular 
monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal. 
Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings 
together in one repors the information on retail and wholesale grocery 
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of 
the trends in monthly aales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 
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Sales of 70 of the larger wholesale grocery firms in 
Canada averaged 19 per cent higher in March, 1941 than in March, 1940 and 
were 10 per cent above the level of February, 1941, unadjusted indexes on 
the base, average for 1935 - 1939 = 100 standing at 117-1 for March, 1941, 
106.3 for February, 1941 and 98.1 for March, 1940. Since March sales in 
the wholesale grocery trade are normally 16 per cent above the level of 
February, the gain registered in March, 1941 from the previous month, is 
somewhat lower than the usual seasonal increase for that time of year. In 
the corresponding-month comparisons for February, January and December gains 
ee l0y 2 and ly per cent were recorded over the same months of the previous 
year: 


Results on a regional basis indicate haves 27. pen 
cent increase in March for Canada as a whole was the result of increased 
sales in all five economic sections of the country. Sales in the Maritimes 
were up 27 per cent over March a year ago; sales in Ontario were up 26 per 
cent; sales in the Prairies were up 15 per cent; while sales in both 
Quebec and British Columbia were up 14 per cent. 
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Wholesate Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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' Dollar Sales 
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Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were up 8 per 
cent at the end of March from the corresponding date of 1940 and showed a decrease of 
2.5 per cent from inventories at the end of February, 1941. Stocks on hand at any 
period must be considered in relation to sales in the immediately following period. 
Stocks on hand at the beginning of March normally amount to approximately 143 per cent 
of the March turnover. Stocks on hand at the end of February formed 155 per cent of the 
March sales, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were slightly 
higher than the normal inventory position for that time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade -~ Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of Buses Bear to Sales du wring Month 
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Retail Trade 


Shain Stores 


Sales of 1,058 chain store units operated by 24 chain companies in 
the food retailing field averaged 14 per cent higher in March, 1941 than sales of 1,168 
units operated by the same 24 firms in March a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$11,105 in March of this year, 26 per cent greater than the »8,814 average in the same 
month of 1940. A considerable reduction in the number of stores operated by the report~ 
ing chain companies is responsible, to some extent, for the increased sales volume per 
store. 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 1 per 
cent in Ontario; 16 per cent in British Columbia; 12 per cent in Quebec and 6 per cent 
in the Prairie Provinces. Average daily sales for food chains increased 12 per cent in 
March. this year over last. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for March, 1940 and 170h 
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24 Chain Companies 
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Independent Stores 


Dollar sales of 974 independent grocery and combination stores were 
6 per cent higher in March, 1941 than in March, 1940. Gains of between 7 and 8 per cent 
were reported for the Maritime Provinces, for Ontario and for British Columbia. Sales 
in Saskatchewan and Alberta were practically unchanged from last year while minor in- 
creases of 3 per cent and 4 per cent were reported in Quebec and Manitoba respectively. 


Comparison of Sales reported for March, 1940 and 19%), 
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Introduction 
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Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution 
in Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and whole= 
sale grocery trading establishments forming components of the two regular 
monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade 
Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in 
one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly 
sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 77 of the larger wholesale grocery firms in 
Canada averaged 23 per cent higher in April, 1941 than in April, 1940 and 
were 13 per cent above the level of March, 1941, unadjusted indexes on the 
baso, average for 1935 - 1939 equals 100, standing at 132-4 for April, 1941, 
117.4 for March, 1941 and 107-8 for April, 1940. Since April sales in the 
wholesale grocery trade aro normally slightly lower than the level of March, 
the gain registored in April, 1941 from tho provious month, is contrary to the 
usual seasonal movement for that time of yoar. In the corresponding-month 
comparisons for Merch, February and January gains of 20, 10 and 2 per cent were 
rocorded over the same months of tho previous yoar-. 


Rosults on a regional basis indicate that the 23 por cont 
inerease in April for Canada as a whole was the result of incroasod salos in 
all five cconomic sections of tho country. Sales in the Prairies were up 28 
por cent ovor April « year ago; sales in British Columbia were up 26 per cont, 
gelos in the Meritimos were up 25 por cent and sales in Ontario were up 21 por 
cent. Sales of wholesale grocere in Quebec were up 14 per cent. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales | 


(add 000) Per cent change 
Number 

of April, 1941 over Year 

Division firms to 
re- April April date 
} porting 1940 1941 1941 
| 1940 

re 7 

CANADA ..ceee te, 13712 GOEL: Ce | +.22.8 _ + 12. +1 
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Baabee ein. m | 22 2,290 2,609 + 13.9 + 20.5 + 942 
rd ban ee | 21 4,160 5,029 + 20.9 + 8.3 + 14.5 
Prairies ss... 12 3,941 5,038 + 27.8 + 15.8 +111 
British Columbial| 6 1,807 2,269 + 25.6 + 13.5 + 18.2 


Stocks 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were up 13 
per cent at the end of April from the corresponding date of 1940 and were 7 per cent 
higher than inventories at the end of March, 1941. Stocks on hand at any period 
must be considered in relation to sales in the immediately following period. Stocks 
on hand at the beginning of April normally amount to approximately 133 per cent of 
the April turnover. Stocks on hand at the end of March formed 129 per cent of the 
April sales, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month were 
slightly lower than the normal inventory position for that time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade -~ Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of Month Bear to Sales during Month 
(Normal = Average for 1935 = 1939) 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 953 chain store units operated by 22 chain companies in 
the food retailing field averaged 23 per cent higher in April, 1941 than sales of 
1,048 units operated by the same 22 firms in April a year ago. Average sales per store 
were $11,723 in April of this year, 35 per cent greater than the 98,686 average in the 
same month of 1940. A considerable reduction in the number of stores operated by the 
reporting chain companies is responsible, to some extent, for the increased sales 
volume per store. 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 24 
per cent in Ontario; 23 per cent in British Columbia and 20 per cent in both Quebec 


and the Prairic Provinces. Avorago daily sales for food chains incroasod 27 por cent 
in April this year ovor last. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for April, 1940 and 194". 


22 Chain Companics 
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Independent Stores 


Dollar sales of 983 independent grocery and combination stores 
were 9 per cent higher in April, 1941 than in April, 1940. Results on a geographical 
basis indicate sales increases in every section of the country ranging from a gain of 
11 per cent in the Maritimes to one of 4 per cent in Manitoba. Gains of 9 and 10 per 
cent were reported for Ontario and Quebec respectively while Saskatchewan and Alberta 
showed an increase of 7 per cent- British Columbia sales were up 6 per cent over 
April, 1940. 
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Comparison of Sales Reported for April, 1940 and 194.1 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MAY, 1941 


introduction 
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: Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
Beer published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establish- 
ments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale 
trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 

series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery 

pales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in 
monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution, 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 75 of the larger wholesale grocery firms in Canada averaged 
3 per cent higher in May of this year than last and were 4 per cent above the April level. 
The 3 per cent increase over May, 1940 is considerably smaller than those recorded for 
earlier months, a result which may be attributed to the high level of wholesale grocery 
trading in May last year when considerable inventory buying by the retail trade took 
place following the renewal of hostilities on the western front. Sales for the year to 
date stand 11 per cent above the first five months of 190. 


Wholesale grocers in British Columbia reported a gain of 9 per cent in 
sales over May last year; Ontario sales were up 6 per cent and the Maritime Provinces, 
k per cent. Sales in the Prairie Provinces were practically unchanged while Quebec 

‘sales were down by 6 per cent. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


eS 


Dollar Sales 
Number (add 000) 


=—— SSS a 


Per cent change 


Division firms 


| 
No) 
E 
[o) 
re nn nee 
Ne) 
r= 
| 
ke 
Le 
oe 
pe 
a 
= 
a 
IH 
els 
= 
ro) 


° 
Ov 
+ 
kr 
(e) 
\o 


CANADA aeeenee i) 7 095 


feritimes ...es. 15 1,800 | 
MebeC seccccoes 22 3,206 
MELO ys eae s 21 ODO mr Ee TO 
MEIPICS .o0000 ihe | 4,899 | 
ritish Columbia 6 2 Oot i 


ee 


t+eto t+ 
t+eete t+ 
t+tet t+ 

ed 

i) 

° 

wu 


— 


Stocks 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were down 1 per cent 
%t the end of May from the corresponding date of 1940 and were 4 per cent lower than in- 
rentories at the end of April, 1941, Stocks on hand at any period must be considered in 
‘elation to sales in the immediately following period, Stocks on hand at the beginning 
yf May normally amount to approximately 125 per cent of the May turnover, Stocks on hand 
yb the endof Age) formed 131 per cent of the May sales, indicating that stocks on hand 
xt the beginning of the month were slightly higher than the normal inventory position for 
shat time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade -- Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of Month Bear to Sales during Month 


(Normal = Average for 1935 - 1939) 


Per 
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Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,062 chain store wnits operated by 25 chain companies in the 
food retailing field averaged 2 per cent higher in May, 1941 than sales of 1,155 units 
operated by the same 25 firms in May a year ago. Average sales per store were $12,074 
in May of this year, 35 per cent greater than the $8,975 average in the same month of 
1940, A considerable reduction in the number of stores operated by the reporting chain 
companies is responsible, to some extent, for the increased sales volume per store. 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 29 
per cent in Ontario; 21 per cent in British Columbia, 17 per cent in Quebec; and 12 
per cent in the Prairie Provinces. Average daily sales for food chains increased 22 
per cent in May this year over iast. 
Comparison of Stores and Sales for May, 1940 and 1941 
e2 Chain Companies 
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May, 1940 


Division —- ar SEER - 
} No. Stores ; Sales 
Reis ited 4 
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British Columbia ......0.! 110 | 1,038,768 100 12,259,092 + 21,2 
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Independent Stores 


Dollar sales of 999 independent grocery and combination stores were 15 
per cent higher in May, 194i than in May, 1940. Results on a geographical basis indicate 
sales increases in every section of the country ranging from a substantial gain of 18 
per cent in the Maritimes to one of 8 per cent in Alberta. Ontario and Quebec were 
nearly the same with increases of 17 and 16 per cent respectively while Saskatchewan 
Sales were up 13 per cent. British Columbia reported a gain of 11 per cent and Manitoba 


one of 10 per cent over May, 1940. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for May, 1940 and 1941 


| Per cent 
| Division i  gtores reporting change 
| reporting increase in sales 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JUNE, 1941 


Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution 
in Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and whole-~ 
sale grocery trading establishments forming components of the two regular 
monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade 
Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, This series brings together 
in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in 
monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution, 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 74 of the larger wholesale grocery firms in 
Canada averaged 9 per cent higher in June of this year than last but were 
4 per cent below the May level, The 9 per cent increase over June, 1940 
is higher than the increase recorded in the May comparison but is consider- 
ably smaller than the percentage gains recorded in April and March when 
gains of 23 per cent and 20 per cent respectively were registered over the 
corresponding months of 1940, Sales for the first six months of 1941 stand 
11 per cent above the level for the first four months of 1940, 


Results by economic divisions indicate that sales 
showed larger gains in the extreme Bast and West than in other regions, 
Wholesale grocers in British Columbia reported a gain of 17 per cent in 
sales over June last year, Sales in the Maritimes were up 12 per cents; 
the Prairies and Quebec up 9 per cent, while sales in Ontario were up only 
5 per cent over June of last year, rs 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were down 6 per 
cent at the end of June from the corresponding date of 1940 and were 6 per cent lower 
than inventories at the end of May, 1941. Stocks on hand at any period must be considered 
in relation to sales in the immediately following period. Stocks on hand at the beginning 
of June normally amount to approximately 118 per cent of the June turnover. Stocks on 
hand at the end of May formed 132 per cent of the June sales, indicating that stocks on 
hand at the beginning of the month were substantially higher than the normal inventory 
position for that time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade -- Percentage that Stocks on Hand 
at Beginning of Month Bear to Sales During Month 
(Normal = Average for 1935 - 1939} 
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Retail Trade 
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Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,014 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies in 
the food retailing field averaged 8 per cent higher in June, 1941 than sales of 1,104 
units operated by the same 25 firms in June 2 year ago. Average sales per store were 
¢11,187 in June of this year, 18 per cent greater than the 99,508 average in the same 
month of 1940- A considerable reduction in the number of stores operated by the report= 
ing chain companies is responsible, to some extent, for the increased sales volume per 


store. 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 10 per 
cent in Ontario and in British Columbia; 8 per cent in Quebec and 2 per cent in the 
Prairie Provinces. Average daily sales for food chains increased 16 per cent in June of 
this year over last. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for June, 1940 and 1941 
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Independent Stores 


Dollar sales of 956 independent grocery and combination stores were 
4 per cent higher in June, 1941 than in June, 1940. Quebec and the Maritime Provinces 
showed a gain of 7 per cent, while Ontario ond Manitoba reported smaller increases of 4 
and % per cent respectively. Saskatchewan and Alberta remained practically unchanged and 
British Columbia sales were 2 per cent lower than in June, 1940. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for June, 1940 and 1941 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JULY, 1941 
Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in 
Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale 
grocery trading establishments forming components of the two regular monthly 
bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch 
of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one 
report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the 
other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution, 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 74 of the larger wholesale grocery houses in Canada 
averaged 35 per cent higher in July of this year than last and were 14 per 
cent above the level recorded in June. The 35 per cent increase in July over 
July, 1940, is considerably higher than the increases reported in earlier 
corresponding-month comparisons of this year although sales in April and March 
showed gains of 23 per cent and 20 per cent respectively over April and March 
of last year. In June of this year sales were up 9 per cent over the same 
month of 1940. Wholesale grocers! sales for the first seven months of 1941 
stand 14 per cent above the level for the first seven months of 1940, 


Results by economic divisions indicate that sales showed larger 
gains in the Prairies and in the Maritimes than in other sections but in all 
parts of the country sales increases were 30 per cent or higher over July 
last year. Sales in the Prairies were up 41 per cent; in the Maritimes sales 
were up 38 per cent; Quebec, up 35 per cent; Ontario, up 31 per cent; while 
in British Columbia sales were up 30 per cent. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales | Per cent change 
(ada 000) 
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of | | July, 1941 over Year 
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Inventories carried by the wholesaie grocery trade were up 7 per 
cent at the snd of July from the corresponding date of 1940 and were 3 per cent 
higher than inventories at tho end of June, 1942, Stocks on hand at any period 
must be considered in relation to saies in the immediately following period. 

Stocks on hand at the beginning of July normaliy amount to approximately 105 per 
cent of the July turnover. Stocks on hand at the end of June formed 107 per cent 
of the July sales, indicating that stocks on hand at the beginning of the month 
were only slightly higher then the normal inventory position for that time of year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade -- Percentage that Stocks on Hand 
at Beginning of Month Bear to Sales During Month 


(Normal = Avorage for 1935 - 1939) 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 979 chain store units operated by 24 chain companies in the 
food retailing field averaged 31 per cent higher in July, 1941, than sales of 1,070 
units operated by the same 2} firms in July a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$12,375 in July of this year, 44 per cent greater than the $8,620 average in the same 
month of 1910. A considerable reduction in the number of stores operated by the report- 
ing chain companies is responsible, to some extent, for the increased sales volume per 
store. 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 36 per 
cent in Quebec, 34 per cent in Ontario, 22 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, and 20 
per cent in British Columbia. Average daily sales for food chains increased 30 per 
cent in July of this year over last. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for July, 1940 anda 1941 


July, 1940 July, 1941 igre ceny 
Division 


No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales Sales 
: 
COMED 5.5 waiablens L070 9,223,820 979 12,115,068 + 31, 


Died 

Scag leaping ell 1,847, 834 192 2,516,630 | + 36.2 
UE So oe aa 595 5,254, 146 557 7,022,984 + 33.7 
Prairie Provinces .. 156 1,174,850 129 1,438,280 + 22,4 
+ 20.1 


British Columbia ... 108 946,990 101 PM 9 ee 


Independent Stores 


Dollar sales of 961 independent grocery and combination stores were 14 
per cent higher in July, 1941, than in July, 1940. Gains were reported in every geograph- 
ical section of the country ranging from a substantial increase of 17 per cent in Quebec 
to a gain of 4 per cent in British Columbia. Ontario sales were up 15 per cent; the 
Maritimes, 14 per cent; and Alberta, 13 per cent. Saskatchewan reported a gain of ll per 
cent while Manitoba sales showed an 8 per cent increase over July, 1940. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for July, 1940 and 1941 
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No. No. Per cent 
Division stores reporting change 
reporting increase in gales 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, AUGUST, 3941 


Introduction 


oe 
Oa 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution 
in Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and whole- 
sale grocery trading establishments forming components of the two regular 
monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal 
Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statisticse This series brings 
together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery 
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of 
the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distributions 


Wholesale Trade 


ROT rE, 


Sales of 73 of the larger wholesale grocery houses in 
Canada stood 28 per cent higher in August of this year than last and were 
2 per cent above the level recorded in July. The 28 per cent increase in 
hugust over August, 1940, while lower than the 35 per cent increase in 
July over July last, is higher than the increase reported in earlier 
corresponding-month comparisons of this yeare In June sales were up 9 per 
cent over June of 1940; in May sales were up only 3 per cent, but in April 
and March sales showed gains of 23 per cent and 20 per cent respectively 
over April and March of last year- Wholesale grocers' sales for the first 
eight months of 1941 stand 16 per cent above the levsl for the corresponding 
eight-month period of 1940. 


Seles increases for August by cconomic divisions are 
as follows: Qucbec, up 34 por cent; British Columbia, up 31 per cent; 
Ontario, up 27 per cent; the Prairies, up 26 per cent and the Maritimes, 
up 24 per cont. 


uy + ra aa BY z 2 i q 
eat Taree ar etalon i ay a Fe 


71 eT Sr pe ie fete: tie, me reg ewe Loreen | ak 
\ ~ 1 i 


si eiet Sek brook ne preeee'ns eneenin Std ives tien wlanbect:. ¢ 
fis ON. bode Bat! Lares td BOYSEE ewe ends tot Teed iteg nad ovat bs 
AR) nant anligor owed: ere to Screg ID grckars ot ad nanides Ldetee gathpxt yisootg 
aT Maar dgorresal ont xd as meat oben elevetody tee Liner me ovivelind yf 
 eagisd.eotiss: eit ~ep este te uaernt Sey ieee ‘eng Xo denial wb 
Yeeoong, siawetory pee Ling atc we Rheen...ont Feoget a ak reclte 

ta Oe bers jen & bap ob eouat wre aodcngie ciel porte at Las 


" 
yr 


ie sein: gacobiie glare lsay aenrery ost: te a. Ye sae 
aren SANEEAS : ‘usd e8G ‘gite Yo sani. ‘me ’ “Pa 984 
ad opabiont fas, wa. 05 SOT tut at Lehnoses level orit ade daG0 
nd Benerrderg) ¥reo: apenie BE -¢4d- aut yonod-ehidw ,O820 Geugul tare 3 
wets wf padiogey eeguinst okt cat redgid ok 4etak gah Seve 
teq ° qe prew satce eng’ ah key aiid To econ Medios dihom-gabbeage 
Seiga nb tad ear 5 The yea esh erverut ht fee ya A POREL to enh. TOVO - 
Nev ES Bick es Tis vei ee 08 bag ae soy €3 Sh..enten bevore solas. do-nsl 
Petry aie eT aatae “stisorg ate atest! ‘oy Seok to dowel! bae Leagd 
Bribrogeuts6s. oak tot rele ont ovads Moo teq Of does L8GL Yo eddnom tig 
hel Yo boiteq dtmomedig 


- 1! b 
* a . ) as os 
| ; 3 meek poe art i : an hae 
| | | is ee ;, « if ve 
i ay BE ano Re tu db o btortona ud somgua ees a elas - . eh 
pe, ‘ ethos ‘toy fe oa patch to 0. date +48 shes bey, kon aE e's were 2 a me 


eeomitirai edt bee fread og aS on i ahs ifavt adt dies aon TS qu ,oteatee 
| sdnoo x9g #8 Qe 


Pe 
a 


» 
. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


R t 
(add 000) er cent change 
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i 
Number | Year 
of to 
Division firms | date 
rew August August August July 1941 
ee 1940 1941 1940 1941 1940 
| Ll ages silane dhe 
CANAD. sve eeopeeve ee 14 6 0 18 691 se 2 8 + 19 + 1600 
Maritimes e+sscces| 15 1,549 15927), + oa ~ 106 +1904 
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Ontario seececover au 4,391 bru} + 2720 - Ocl + 1504 
Prairies orvreecver 10 4,566 54735 + 2506 so 662 Gy 1500 
British Columbia - 6 Ly932 oy522 + 3066 +1205 + 1907 


Stocks 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade 
were up 14 per cent at the end of August from the corresponding date of 1940 
and were 4 per cent higher than inventories at the end of July, 1941- Stocks 
on hand at any period must be considered in relation to sales in the immediately 
following periode Stocks on hand at the beginning of August normally amount to 
approximately 111 per cent of the August turnovere Stocks on hand at the end of 
July formed 110 per cent of the August sales, indicating that stocks on hand at 
the beginning of the month were at the normal inventory position for that time 
of yeare 


Wholesale Grocery Trade -- Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Beginning of Month Bear to Sales During Month 


(Normal = Average for 1935 - 1939) 
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Retail Trade 
Chain Stores 


Sales of 991 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the 
food retailing field averaged 26 per cent higher in August, 1941, than sales of 1,074 
units operated by the same 27 firms in August a year ago- Average sales per store were 
312,895 in August of this year, 37 per cent greater than the $9,411 average in the same 
month of 1940- A considerable reduction in the number of stores operated by the report- 
ing chain companies is responsible, to some extent,’for the increased sales volume per 
store. 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 30 per 


cont in both Quebec and Ontario, 19 per cent in British Columbia, and 12 per cent in 


tho Prairie Provinces Average daily sales for food chains inercased 30 por cent in 
August of this yoar over last. 


Comparison of Storcs and Salos for August 1940 and 1941 


Per cont 
change 
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Division 
Sales 


No» Ase 


CANADA corevevengoebnd 
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Prairic Provinces --++e 5 Mae ASC 8B 129 1,482 ,492 + 11-9 
British Columbia --+--. 1,258,557 2 ages 


1,055,234 100 


- Independent Stores 


Dollar sales of 1,001 independent grocery and combination stores 
were 12 por cent highor in August, 1941 than in August, 1940- Gains were reported in 
evory scction of the country, renging from a substantial increase of 17 per cont in 
Quebec to a gain of 6 per cent in British Columbiae The Maritimes were up 13 per cent, 
Onterio and Alberta were the samo with a gein of ll per cent, and Meanitobe and 
Seskatchowan wore slightly lower, showing en increase of 10 per cent over August, 1940- 


Comparison of Sales Roportcd for August, 1940 and 1941 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, SEPTEMBER, 1941 


Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
‘been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establish- 
ments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale 
trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, This 
series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery 
sales Zontained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in 
monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 75 of the larger wholesale grocery houses in Canada were aL 
per cent higher in September of this year than last and were 2 per cent above the level 
recorded in August. The 31 per cent increase in September over September, 19h0, is 
higher than the increase reported in earlier corresponding-month comparisons of this 
year with the exception of July, when the increase stood at 36 per cent over July, 1940, 
In August, sales were up 29 per’ cent over August, 1940; in June, sales were up 9 per 
cent and in May only 3 per cent, while the earlier months of April and March showed 
gains of 23 per cent and 20 per cent respectively. Wholesale grocers! sales for the 
first nine months of 1941 stand 18 per cent above the level for the corresponding nine- 
month period of 1940, 


; Sales increases for September by economic divisions are as follows: 
British Columbia, 22 per cent; the Maritimes, 21 per cent; Quebec, 19 per cent; Ontarla, 
17 per cent; and the Prairies, 16 per cent. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Stocks 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were up 25 per 
cent at the end of September from the corresponding date of 1940 and were 12 per cent 
higher than inventories at the end of August, 1941: Stocks on hand at any period must 
be considered in relation to sales in the immediately following periods Stocks on hand 
at the beginning of September normally amount to approximately 105 per cent of the 
September turnover. Stocks on hand at the end of August formed 113 per cent of the 
September sales, indicating that stocks on hand at the boginning of the month were 
above the normal inventory position for that time of yeare 


Wholesale Grocery Trade -- Percentage that Stocks on Hand 


at Boginning of Month Boar to Sales During Month 


(Normal = Average for 1935 - 1939: 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 984 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 32 per cent higher in September, 1941, than sales of 1,063 
units operated by the same 27 firms in September a year ago. Average sales per store 
were $12,343 in September of this year, 43 per cent greater than the $8,633 average in 
the same month of 1940. A considerable reduction in the number of stores operated by 
the reporting chain companies is responsible, to some extent, for the increased sales 
volume per store, 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 36 per cent 
in Quebec, 32 per cent in Ontario and in British Columbia, and 40 per cent in the 


Prairie Provinces. Average daily sales for food chains increased 29 per cent in 
September of this year over last. 


Comparison of Stores and Salos for September, 1940 and 1941 


eee 


September, 1940 September, 1941 Per cent 

Division change 

i } in 
No, sar iis No. Stores | Sales Sales 
a Lect Neha 3 5 

CANADA woccercos 984 12,145,834 | + 32.4 

QUEDEC seoosecovroscorenes hi 1,861, 647 194 SBR ye + 36.3 
COPS Ae ED ea 599 5,272,757 563 6,932,403 | + 31,5 
Prairie Provinces ..c.ece 19 1,152,609 127 1,498,817 + 30.0 
British Columbia ..0,.s0. 104 889,961 100 1,176,889 | + 32.2 
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Independent Stores 


Dollar sales of 1,059 independent grocery and combination stores were 17 per 
cent higher in September, 1941, than in September, 1940, Gains were reported in every 
section of the country, ranging from a substantial increase of 21 per cent in Quebec to 
a gain of 6 per cent in Saskatchewan, Ontario sales were up 18 per cent, the Maritimes, 
17- per cent; while British Columbia and Manitoba showed gains of 14 per cent and 13 per 
cent respectively. Alberta sales were 10 per cent higher in September of this year than 
last, 


Comparison of Sales Reported for September, 1940 and 1941 
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Division stores reporting change 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, OCTOBER, 1941 


Introduction 

indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading 
establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion 
Byreau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the infor- 
mation on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins 
thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages 
of food distribution, 


Wholesale Trade 


ereres — 


Sales of 72 of the larger wholesale grocery houses in Canada averaged 
16 per cent higher in October of this year than last and stood 3 per cent’ 
higher than in September, The 16 per cent increase compared with October, 
1940, is lowex than gains recorded during recent months of this year compared 
with last. September sales stood 31 per cent higher than in September, 1940; 
August sales wore vp 29 per cent and July, 36 per cent. Sales for the first 
ten months of 1941 stand 18 per cent higher than during the corresponding 
period of 1940, 


Increases in October of this year compared with last were greater in 
the extreme east and west than in other parts of Canada. British Columbia sales 
gained 30 per cent for the month and were up eO per cent for the year to date. 
Sales in the Maritime Provinces stood 21 per cent higher in October of this 
year than last and were up 21 per cent for the year to date. Increases over 
October, 1940, for the other regions with gains for the year to date in brackets 
are as follows: monec,’9 per cent (17 per cent); Ontario, 17 per cent (17 per 
cent); Prairie Provinces, 13 per cent (16 per cent). 


Inventories carried by wholesale grocers averaged 26 per cent higher 
at the ond of Ovtoher, 1941, than 1940 and were up 7 per cent compared with 
the end of September, Stocks on hand at the beginning of October normally form 
approximately 118 per cent of October sales. Stocks on hand at the beginning 
of October, 1941, formed 128 per cent cf October sales indicating that the 
4nventory situation at the boginning of the month was slightly above the normal 
position, 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales Per cent chango 
(add 000) 


Division 


October 
1941 


October 
1940 


October 
1940 


1941 


1940 

CANADA oped 000 We I eS ea a OCALA be aS let ded AN) PEARSE ce Erne r + ey ee ie 
Movitimes cooscoeec | + 20,7 
BUCHOS scovovcoeece | + 16.5 
PAtarlo ocoevoeeove Mate gee 
BPAIYIOS esccuccces | + 16,0 
British Coluubia .. | + 19,5 


Reta i “Trade 
Chain Stores 


Sales of 990 chain store units operated by 26 chain companies in thc 
food rctailing field averaged 29 per cent higher in October, 1941, than sales of 1,067 
units operated by the same 27 firms in October a year ago, Average sales per store were 
5.553 in October of this year, 39 per cent greater than the $9, 743 average in the same 
month of 1940, A considerable’reduction in the number of stores operated by tne reporting 
“hain companios is responsible, to some extent, for the increased sales volumc per store. 


Increases in various regions’ of the country were as follows: 38 per 
Gent in Quebsc, 28 per cont in British Columbia, 27 per cent in Ontario, and 25 per cent 
in the Prairie Provinees, Average daily sales for food chains increased e/ per cent 
ia October of this year over last. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for October, 1940 and 1941 


| Per cent 
October, 1941 | change 
Division ean zi in 
| Sales 
Sales No, Stores Sales | 
$ $ 
GANADA (o3 sao 0% 10,396,159 is) a.) 5s + 28.9 __ 
cures a>, : 7 : : ( 
BNODEG ascccevcneaecces 2,066,401 2,848,690 | + 37.9 
xitario Ca a a eo) 5,956,578 Webi eoD | + ee 
Prairie Provinces woo. 1,308; 388 1,609,595 | + 25.0 
British Columbia cesses 1,064,792 1505 ,9TT : + 26.1 
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Independent Stores 


Dollar sales of 1,019 independent grocery and combination grocery and 
meat stores were 15 per cent higher in October of this year than last, gains 
ranging from 6 per cent in Alberta to 18 per cent in the Maritime Provinces 
and Quebec being reported, Increase for other provinces were 7 per cent for 
Saskatchewan, 10 per cent for British Columbia, 12 per cent for Manitoba, and 
15 per cent for Ontario. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for October, 1940 and 1941 


No. No. Per cent 

Division stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 

CANADA oeccevccccese | 1,019 839 + 14.8 
Maritimes .occcocccccescees 147 128 | + 18,3 
QUEDEC cocceossoccvovceccas 222 197 + 18.4 
Ontarlo ccooccecoesvcoveces 590 322 + 14.5 
Manitoba ..0020seccoccesene (2 Sy) + 11.5 
Saskatchewan cossocosesoces 38 28 | + 7,0 
Alberta ceceovcovcccasccens 65 46 PO ae ly) 
British Columbia .oocsesssc 82 59 ; + 10,0 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, NOVEMBER, 1941 


introduction — 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establishments 
forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade 
issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics» This series 
rings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales con- 
tained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly 
sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 75 of the larger wholesale grocery houses in Canada averaged 10 per cent 
‘higher in November, 1941, than 1940 but stood 15 per cent below Octobere The 10 per cent 
increase over November, 1940 is smaller than gains recorded during earlier months, sales 
for the first eleven months of 1941 averaging 18 per cent above the corresponding period 
of the vreceding yeare . 


Increases in sales were greater in the Maritime Provinces and in British Columbia 
than in other parts of the country, both in the November comparison and also for the 
first 11 months of the years Percentage increases over November, 1940 for each of the 
five economic divisions with increases for the year to date in brackets are as follows: 
Maritime Provinces,13 per cent (20 per cent); Quebec, 7 per cent (16 per cent); Ontario, 
10 per cent (17 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 5 per cent (15 per cent); British Columbia, 
24 per cent (23 per cent). 


Inventories carried by wholesalers in the grocery trade were valued 27 per cent 
higher at the end of November, 1941 than on the corresponding date a year earlier and 
were 6 per cent higher than at the end of October, 1941. Stocks on hand at the beginning 
of November normally form approximately 145 per cent of November salese Stocks carried 
by grocery wholesalers at the beginning of November, 1941 formed 157 per cent of the 
value of business transacted during the month indicating that inventories on hand on the 
first of November were higher than the usual situation at thet time of year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Division ' November, 1941 over Year 

ee con : 

November | November | November | October date 
1940 1941 1940 1941 i941 

| 1940 

| ? ie 

CANAD e+ sa 0 es 15 15,936 17,489 + 9e7 -15-0 +17+0 
Mearitimcse--++-+-eres 14 1,674 1,886 +1267 -13-0 +19+8 
QUODECe eraser eceers ie 34325 Cesk SP 68 -13-8 415-7 
EOL Ot eee ee vs os PIAL 4,598 5 Oso + 9x6 -15-6 416-5 
/Prairiesersserseee | 2 4,725 497k + 502 -14.9 +1429 
British Columbia. 6 1,814 one 5 42463 -16+7 422-6 
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Retail Trade 
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Chain Stores 


Soles of 958 chain store units operated by 23 chain companies in the 
food retailing field averaged 20 per cent higher in November, 1941, than sales of 1,035 
units operated by the same 23 firms in November a year ago. Average sales per store were 
414,032 in November, 1941, 29 per cent greater than the 510,847 average in the same month 
of 1940. «A considerable reduction in the number of stores operated by the reporting 
chein companies is responsible, to some extent, for the increased sales volume per store: 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 23 per 
cent in Quebec,\19 per cent in Ontario and in British Columbia, and 18 per cent in the 
Preirie Provincese average daily sales for food chains increased 24 per cent in Novem- 
ber of 1941 over 1940>- 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for November, 1940 and 1941 


Per cent 


change 
Division in 
Sales 
ay = 
CANADA- ++. L025. eter ony y 

Quebec Gite senses eae SS Oe ys AGS) 2329 4208 195 2,858  506| +227 
ee Cures ees * 582 | 6,477,664 547 797294937) 41962 
Prairie Provinces ++++> 142 1,322,642 119 1,558 363 417-8 
British Columbia +++es,. 103 1,097,220 97 1,305,393 ES «0 
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Independent Storgs 


Dollar sales of 983 independent grocery and combination grocery 
and moat stores were 10 por cent higher in November of 1941 than 1940, gains 
ranging from 12 per cent in tho Maritime Provinces to 6 per cont in Alberta 
and British Columbia. Increases for other provinces were 8 per cont for 
Saskatchewan and 10 per cent for Ontario, Quebec and Manitobae 


Comparison of Seles Reported for November, 1940 and 1941 


No. Noe Per cent 
Division stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 


CANAD o+srcooe B9e6 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, DECEMBER, 1941 
— ae 


ee 
Introduction 
———S>>>_=—_— SS 


Indexes reflecting current trends in feod distribution in Canede have 
been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale greeery trading 
establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail 
and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Braneh of the Dominion Bureau ef 
Statistics. This series brings together in one report the information on retail 
and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of feod distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 72 of the larger wholesale grocery houses averaged 4 per 
eent higher in December, 194}, than in the corresponding month of 1940, and were 
10 per cent below the dollar volume of business transacted in November. The 
increase of 4 per cent compared with December, 1940, was considerably below the 
average increase recorded in earlier months of the year, annual totals for 19h1 
standing 16 per cent above 1940. Increases over December, 1940, were reported 
by all provinces excepting British Columbia, while all regions of the country 
recorded gains in the annual totals. Sales in British Columbia were 4 per sent 
lower in December, 1941, than 1940, while figures for the year were up 20 per 
cent. Increases over December, 1940, for the other economie divisions of the 
country with percentage gains for the year in brackets are as followa: Maritime 
Provinces, 8 per cent (19 per cent); Quebec, 7 per cent (15 per cent); Ontar{e, 
3 per cat (15 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 7 per cent (14 per cent), 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocers at the end of December, 
1941, were valued 20 per cent higher than stocks on hand at the end of 1940, 
but were 9 per cent lower than at the end of November, 1941. Steoks on hand 
at the beginning of December are normally about 62 per cent in exeees of the 
volume of business transacted in that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning 
of December, 1941, were 78 per cent above the volume of business realized in 
the menth, indicating that the stock position at the beginning of December 
was slightly above the normal situation for this time of year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


oOo —— — rr ny oi ee Serre etoiner se | — 


Per cent change 
Division December, 194) over Year 
to 
December | December | December | November Soe 
1940 1941 1940 | 19k1 
9 ok 9 9 7a 


Maritimes ...... 16 + 18.9 
RUGDEG 1:54 6cn's w0 18 + 14.9 
Onvardore roy oe. 20 + 15.4 
Prairies ....... 12 + 14.2 
British Columbia 6 + 20,1 


Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 988 chain store units operated by 24 chain companies in 
the food retailing field averaged 25 per cent higher in December, 1941, than sales 
of 1,066 units operated by the same 24 firms in December a year ago. Average 
sales per store were $14,480 in December, 1941, 34 per cent greater than the 
$10,768 average in the same month of 1940. A considerable reduction in the number 
of stores operated by the reporting chain companies is responsible, to some extent, 
for the increased sales volume per store. 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 32 per 
cent in Quebec, 24 per cent in Ontario, 22 per cent in British Columbia, and 18 
per cent in the Prairie Provinces. Average daily sales for food chains increased 
22 per cent in December of 1941 over 1940. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for December, 1940 and 1941 


A 


Division 


December, 1940 


1.066 


CANADA .... 


BRE DSOR Ie bss <3 207 2,225, 06h 2,933,668 # 31,9 
TC \as Re rr a1 6,668, 460 8,269,186 + 2h.0 
Prairie Provinces 180 1,431,798 1,693,776 + 18.3 
British Columbia. 102 1,153,408 1,409,816 + 22.2 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 987 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores 
averaged 15 per cent higher in December, 1941, than in December, 1940, 
gains in Eastern and Central Canada exoeeding those in the Western Provinees. 
Percentage increases in dollar sales for the various divisions are as follows: 
Maritime Provinces, 19 per cent; Quebec, 19 per cent; Ontario, 14 per cent; 
Manitoba, 13 per cent; Saskatchewan, 8 per cent; Alberta, 11 per cent; and 
British Columbia, 10 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for December, 1940 and 1941 


No. Per cent 

Division stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 
OANADA Glee sie eis o> 820 + 15.0 
Maritimes wercsererorgeves + 19.0 
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MANitoda .ccveecerecsraces + 13.3 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JANUARY, 1942 


Tntroduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establishments 
forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade 
issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, This series 
brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales con- 
tained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly 
sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Leen ee ee eer eee ee anna 


Sales of 71 of the larger wholesale houses in Canada averaged 19 per cent 
‘higher in January, 1942 than in the corresponding month of 1941 and were & per cent highar 
timmin December, 1941. Substantial gains over January, 1941 were reported in all seetior. 
of the country. Fer eent increases for tne various economic divisions standing as follows? 
Maritime Provinces, 20 per cent, Quebec, 15 per cent, Ontario, 21 per cent, Prairie 
Provinces, 21 per cent and British Columbia, 19 per cent. 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were valued ll per cent 
higher at the end of January, 1942 than on the corresponding date of last year but were 
15 per cent lower than the value of stocks reported on December 31, 1941. Stocks on 
hand at the beginning of January are normally about 63 per cent in excess of the volume 
of business transacted in that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of January this 
year were 56 per cent in excess of the amount of business transacted during the month 
indicating that the stock position at the beginning of January, 1941 was slightly below 


the normal business for this period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


amen 


Ee a a ee 
Dollar Sales ‘ . 
(add 000) Per cent change 
Number 
of January, 1942 over 
Division firms } 
Sse | January January 
porting 1941 1942 January December 
1944 1941 
’ é 
CANADA t+-vcee Tk 13,316 a ycH +1992 + 202 
Maritimes eereoeree ae L507 15562 +19-6 ga, 
Quebec fees erereges 22 2,001 es GASH 415-2 w14.9 
Ontario +«rrecevrens 20 4,070 4,935 +213 + 2e4 
Prairiese ope sew eee VW 4.041 4,383 +2009 + Gel 
British Columbia -- 6 | 1,897 apap aich 41902 +10-1 


Retail Trade 


Chain Stones 


Sales of 959 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 36 per cent higher in January, 1942, than sales of 1,035 units 
operated by the same 25 firms in January a year agoe Average sales per store were 
$15,374 in January, 1942, 45 per cent greater than the $10,496 average in the same month 
of 1941. 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 39 per cent 
in Quebec, 38 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 35 per cent in British Columbia, and 
34 per cent in Ontario. Average daily sales for food, chains increased 28 per cent in 
January of 1942 over 1941. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for January, 1941 and 1942 
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January, 1941 January, 1942 Per cent 
change 

ee ne in 
Noe Stores Sales Noe Stores Sales 

F . § 

CANADA oeneece on TO 86 3241 ae +358] ts 
QUeLECe sreeereoens 2,256,034 87 120,339 +3867 
Ontario ersesveces 6,346,993 8,529,287 +3464 
Prairie Provinces ;- Pilpae trichott 1,633,425 +3803 
British Columbia: » 1,079,231 1,452,315 $34.6 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 981 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores averaged 22 per 
eent higher in January, 1942 than in January, 1941+ All provinces reported increases _ 
ranging from 15 per cent in Saskatchewan to 24 per cent in the Maritime Provinces. In- 
ereases for other provinces wore 23 per cent for Quebec, 22 per cent for Alberta, 21 
per cent in Ontario, 20 per cent in Manitoba and 17 per cent in British Columbia: 


Comparison of Sales Reproted for January, 1941 and 1942 


enema 


Nos Noe Per cent 
Division stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 


CANADA peveecovencneeccer | 981. 89 +21. 
MPa es ay avan rare eceses ce 133 121 423-8 
Quebec rerresesrereeceorenrrees 19 197 apne 
er 05 lah ieetn tila ine 391 361 42143 
MAE ODA cha ea vaso ectesegeaey 63 56 +200 
Saskatchewan eerraterestereees 37 32 414.8 
Biberta cess vocnsencvscee- Pied 63 58 421.5 


British Columbia «vesraereoueress 82> 12 +1605 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, FEBRUARY, 1942 


Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establishments 
forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade 
issued by the internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series 
brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales con- 
tained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly 
sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 75 of the larger wholesale houses in Canada averaged 18 per cent 
higher in February, 1942, than in the corresponding month of 1941 and were 1 per cent down 
from January. Substantial gains over February, 1941, were reported in all sections of the 
country, per cent increases for the various economic divisions standing as follows: 
Maritime Provinces, 12 per cent; Quebec, 14 per cent; Ontario, 18 per cent; Prairie 
Provinces, 18 per cent; and British Columbia, 28 per cent. 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were valued 13 per cent 
higher at the end of February, 1942, than on the corresponding date of last year but were 
1 per cent lower than the value cf stocks reported on January 31, 1942. Stocks on hand 
at the beginning of February sare normally about 67 per cent in excess of the volume of 
business transacted in that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of February this 
year were 58 per cent in excess of the amount of business transacted during the month 
indicating that the stock position at the beginning of February, 1942, was slightly below 
the normal position for this period of the year, 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 872 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 27 per cent higher in February, 1942, than sales of 945 units 
operated by the same 27 firms in February a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$10,989 in February, 1942, 38 per cent greater than the $7,969 average in the same month 
of 1941, 


Increases in yorious regions of the country were as follows: 31 per cent 


in Quebec, 28 per cent in Ontario and the Prairie Provinces, end 20 per cent in British 
Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for February, 1941 and 1942 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 969 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores averaged 17 per 
cent higher in February, 1942, than in February, 1941. Sales in Saskatchewan were up 
6 per cent while more substantial gains were recorded in other parts of the country as 
follows: British Columbia, 12 per cent; Alberta, 14 per cent; Manitoba, 15 per cent; 
Ontario, 16 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 19 per cent; and Quebec, 21 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for Fobruary, 1941 and 19he 


No. No. Per cent 
Division stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MARCH, 1942 
Introduction 


Indexes reflecting ourrent trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery 
trading establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins 
on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the information 
on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus 
facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of 
food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 70 of the larger wholesale houses in Canada averaged 19 
per cent higher in March of this year than last and were up 11 per cent com- 
pared with February. Sales for the first quarter of the current year stand 19 
per cent over the corresponding period a year ago. Quebec reported a marked 
gain of 38 per cent over March a year ago, while smaller gains were reported 
for other regions as follows: Maritime Provinces, 17 per cent; Ontario, 16 
per cent; Prairie Provinces, 17 per cent; and British Columbia, 11 per cent. 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were valued 
19 per cent higher at the end of March, 1942, than on the corresponding date 
of last year and were 1 per cent lower than the value of stocks reported on 
February 28, 1942. Stocks on hand at the beginning of March are normally 
about 43 per cent in excess of the volume of business transacted in that month. 
Stocks on hand at the beginning of March this year were 54 per cent in excess 
of the amount of business transacted during the month indicating that the stock 
position at the beginning of March, 1942, was above the normal position for 
this period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales Per cent change 
Number add 000) | 


of March, 1942 over Year 
firms 
March March 


Division 
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$ $ 
CANADA 2... 70 12,238 | 14,588 +19,2 | +11.3 | + 18.8 
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QUEDES seceveeee 20 1,980) | 2,727 + 37.7 + 26.4 | + 22.9 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,012 chain store units operated by 29 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 18 per cent higher in March, 1942, than sales of 1,077 units 
operated by the same 29 firms in March a year ago. Average sales per store were $13,731 
in March, 1942, 25 per cent greater than the $10,981 average for the same month of 1941, 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 22 per cent 
in Quebec, 15 per cent in Ontario, 18 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, and 21 per cent 
in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for March, 1941 and 1942 
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Indepenient Stores 


Sales of 984 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores 
averaged 10 per cent higher in Merch of this year than last, all sections of 
the country excepting Saskatchewan contributing to the increase. Saskatchewan 
sales were unchanged from March 4 yoar ago While increases for other provinces 
stand at 5 per cent for British Columbia, 8 per cent for the Prairie Provinces, 
9 per cent for Ontario, 11 per cent for Alberta, 13 per cent for Manitoba, and 
14 per cent for Quebec. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for March, 1941 and 19h2 


No, No. Per cent 

Division stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 
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Saskatchewan .ceecsee Unchanged 
Alberta .vececoescces + 10.7 
British Columbia .... + 4.7 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, APRIL 1942 


Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery 
trading establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins 
on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the 
information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other 
bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the 
two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 76 of the larger wholesale houses in Canada averaged 2 
per cent higher in April of this year than last but declined by 4 per cent 
from March. Sales for the first four months of the current year stand 14 per 
cent over the corresponding period a year agoe The 2 per cent increase is 
considerably smaller than the gains recorded for the first three months of 
the years The Maritime Provinces showed an increase of 6 per cent over April 
a year ago, while smaller gains were reported for other regions as follows: 
Quebec, 3 per cent; Prairie Provinces and British Columbia each 2 per cents 
The volume of business transacted by grocery wholesalers in Ontario remained 
unchanged from the corresponding month last years 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were valued 9 per 
cent higher at the end of April, 1942, than on the corresponding date of last year 
and were 2 per cent higher than the value of stocks reported on March 31, 19426 
Stocks on hand at the beginning of April are normally 33 per cent in excess of 
the volume of business transacted in that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning 
of April this year wero 44 per cent in excess of the amount of business trans- 
ected during the month indicating thet the stock: position at the beginning 
of April, 1942, was above the normal position for this period of the years 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade By Econonic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 
(add 000) Per cent change 


Number 


Division Aes 
firms April April April, 1942 over Yoer 
re- 1941 1942 to 
porting ° date 
1942 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 983 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 22 per cont higher in April, 1942, than sales of 1,037 units 
operated by the same 25 firms in April a year ago- Average sales per store were $14,212 
in April, 1942, 28 per cent greater than the 311,090 average for the seme month of 1941- 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 29 per cent 


in Quebec, 20 per cent in Ontario, 23 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, and 16 per cent 
in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for April, 1941 and 1942 
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April, 1941 April, 1942 Per cent 
change 
in 
No- Stores Sales No- Stores Sales sales” 
ro ee a ae 34 
; CANADA cevececpote SUR ORY 11,499,976 eee 9 OS salts 13,970» 447 +21 
QUEdEG core evevoeeers 190 2,276,892 185 2,929,788 +287 
‘Ontario eccvrereresevve 571 6,641,340 . 538 7,940 ,513 +196 
Prairies Provinces eere: 174 1,432,683 164 1,765,144 +2302 


British Columbia seecee 102 1,149,061 96 1,335,002 +162 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 990 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores averaged 16 
per cent higher in April of this year than last, all sections of the country contributing 
to the inerease» Increases for the previnces ranged from 21 per cent for Quebec, 16 per 
cent for the Maritime Provinces, 15 per cent in Ontario, 13 per cent in Manitoba, 12 per 
cent in Alberta, 10 per cont in British Columbia, and 5 per cent in Saskatchewan. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for April, 1941 and 1942 


No. Noe Per cent 
Stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MAY, 1942 


Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada . 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery 
trading establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins 
on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the 
information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other 
bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the 
two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 73 of the larger grocery wholesale houses in Canada 
averaged 4 per cent higher in May of this year than last and increased 5 
per cent over April sales» Sales for the first five months of the current 
year stand 12 per cent higher than the corresponding period a year agoe 
The 4 per cent increase conforms with the increase of 2 per cent recorded 
in April, but is smaller than the spread recorded for the earlier months 
of 1942. The Maritime Provinces showed a marked gain of 20 per cent over 
May a year ago, while smaller increases were reported for other regions 
as follows: Quebec, 4 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 2 per cent; British 
Columbia, 3 per cent+ Sales in Ontario remained unchanged from May, 1941- 


Inventories carried by the wholesale grocery trade were 
valued 5 per cent higher at the end of May, 1942, then on the corresponding 
date of last year but declined 3 per cent from the value of stocks reported 
on April 30, 1942+ Stocks on hand at the beginning of May are normally 
25 per cent in excess of the volume of business transacted in that month. 
Stocks on hand at the beginning of May this year were 33 per cent in excess 
of the amount of business transacted during the month, indicating that the 
stock position at the beginning of May, 1942, was above the normal 
position for this period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trado By Economic Divisions 
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(add 000) 


Division 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 1,000 chain store units operated by 26 chain companies in the 
food retailing field averaged 20 per cent higher in May, 1942, than sales of 1,055 units 
operated by the same 26 firms in May a year agoe Average sales per store were $15,425 
‘n May, 1942, 27 per cent greater than the 512,187 average for the same month of 1941. 


Increases in verious regions of the country were as follows: 33 per cent 
in Quebec, 16 per cent in Ontario, 23 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, and 16 per cent 
in British Columbia» 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for May, 1941 and 17h2 
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Independent Stores ‘ 


* 
t 


Sales of 996 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores averaged 12 
per cent higher in May of this year than last, all sections of the country except 


Sastatchewan contributing to the increase. 
follows: Quebec, 16 per cent; 


Maritime Provinces, 14 per cent; 
Wanitoba, Alberta and British Columbia, each 9 per cent: 


Gains recorded for the provinces were as 
Ontario, 11 per cent; 
Dollar value of sales in 


Saskatchewan remained unchanged from May, 1941+ 


Comparison of Sales Reported for May, 1941 and 1742 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JUNE, 1942 


Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in 
Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and whole- 
sale grocery trading establishments forming components of the two 
regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the 
Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series 
brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale 
grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food 
distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 72 of the larger grocery wholesale houses in Canada 
averaged 23 per cent higher in June of this year than last and increased 
14 per cent over May sales. Sales for the first six months of the 
current year stand 14 per cent higher than for the corresponding period 
a year agoe The 23 per cent increase is considerably greater than gains 
recorded for May and April but conforms closely with the increase in 
sales reported in the earlier months of 1942- Wholesale grocery establish- 
ments in the Maritime Provinces reported a 29 per cent increase in sales, 


while gains for the other provinces were as follows: Quebec, 28 per cent; 
Ontario, 25 per cent; Prairies, 12 per cent; and British Columbia, 26 
per cent. 


Stocks on hand at the end of June, 1942, were valued 9 per 
cent higher than on the corresponding date of last year but declined by 
1 per cent from the value of inventories reported on May 31, 19426 
Stocks on hand at the beginning of June are normally 18 per cent in 
excess of the volume of business transacted in that month- Stocks on 
hand at the beginning of June this year wero 16 per cent in excess of 
the amount of business transacted during the month, indicating that the 
stock position at the beginning of June, 1942 was slightly below the 
normal position for that period of the year- 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade By Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales Per cent change 


| Number (add 000) 
Division tae June June June, 1742 over Year 
. eee 1941 1942 to 
f ee May date 
re- 1941 1942 1942 
1941 
porting 


Maritimes +vxrsers9e0 14 teks 2,058 
Quebec +o+eseveereesy 22 2,816 3,595 
Ontario cvereccosss 20 5,375 6,741 
Prairies Paper 10 4,572 5,104 
British GoLumbsass ip 6 24467 pay | 


Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 909 chain store units operated by 21 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 25 per cent higher in June, 1942, than sales of 947 units 
operated by the same 21 firms in June a year agos Average sales per store were gl5 .242 
in June, 1942, 30 per cent greater than the 311,733 average for the same month of 1341. 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 33 per cent 
in Quebec, 21 per cent in Ontario, 29 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, and 22 per cent 
in British Columbia- 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for June, 1941 and 1942 
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! June, 1941 June, 1942 Per cent 
| Siu change 

iY in 

I No» Stores ¢ Sales No» Stores Sales gales 
| aes ae as patie! : ; 

CANADA aoe e cee og j Tees 1 EE : Leys 2 Z al 8 4 ues, +240 

Quebec rer eeenereoedl 189 phen: pl 181 3,058,541 +33-3 
Ontario cerssoeverat 550 6,409,741 526 7,769,163 +212 


Prairie Provinces a 107 1,269 ,243 107 1,642,890 42964 
British Columbia vod 102 Usb 514 95 1,383,603 421-5 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 938 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores 
averaged 18 per cent higher in June of this year than last, all regions 
of the country contributing to the increase» Gains recorded for the 
provinces were as follows: Maritimes, 18 per cent; Quebec, 22 per 
cent; Ontario, 17 per cent; Manitoba, 12 per cent; Saskatchewan, 

7 per cent; Alberta, 11 per cent; and British Columbia, 17 per cents 


Comparison of Sales Reported for June, 1941 and 1942 


No- No» Per cent 
Stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JULY, 1942 


Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in 
Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale 
grocery trading establishments forming components oi the two regular monthly 
bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch 
of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one re- 
port the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the 
other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 73 of the larger grocery wholesale houses in 
Canada averaged 3 per cent higher in July of this year than last but de- 
clined by 5 per cent from June. Sales for the first seven months of the 
eurrent year stand 12 per cent higher than for the corresponding period a 
year ago. The 3 per cent increase was considerably lower than the 23 per 
cent gain recorded between the two years in the immediately preceding month 
of June. The smaller increase in July may be attributed in part to the high 
level of wholesale grocery trading reported in July, 1941, when sales averaged 
36 per cent above July, 1940. -The Maritimes and Quebec reported decreases in 
sales of 3 per cent and 4 per cent respectively, while the other regions of 
the country reported the following increases: Ontario, 3 per cent; Prairies, 
> per cent; British Columbia, 11 per cent. 


Stocks on hand at the end of July, 1942, were valued 2 por 
cent lower than on the corresponding date of last year, and declined by 8 
per cent from the value of inventories reported on June 30, 1942. Stocks on 
hand at the beginning of July are normally 5 per cent in excess of the volume 
of business transacted in that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of 
July this year were 16 per cent in excess of the amount of business transaoted 
during the month, indicating that the stock position at the beginning of July, 
1942, was above the normal position for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


———e— eee —————————e———Eeeeeee 
Dollar Sales | 
Division firms July | July See over Year 
re- 1941 | 1942 to 
July June date 
| 1941 19he 19h2 
{ 


1941 


CANADA wees 


Meritimes .... 
QUNEDES wececee 
ONGADLO +40 <4 5 
Prairies w.ece- 
British 
Columbia ... 
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enn 


Retail Trade 
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Chain Stores 


Sales of 981 chain store units operated by 26 chain companies 
in the food retailing field averaged 12 per cent higher in July, 1942, than sales 
of 1,031 units operated by the same 26 firms in July a year ago. Average sales 
per store were $14,000 in July, 1942, 17 per cent greater than the $11,928 average 
for the same month of 1941. 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 


13 per cent in Quebec, 9 per cent in Ontario, 22 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 
and 15 per cent in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for July, 1941 and 1942 
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July, 1941 | July, 1942 Per cent 
| RRNA RT Vey ca teel ee Ties Sab ENN : change 
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| No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 974 independent grocery or groeery and meat stores 
averaged 14 per cent higher in July of this year than last, all regions of 
the country contributing to the increase. Gains recorded for the provinces 
were as follows: Maritimes, 12 per cent; Quebec, 18 per cent; Ontario, 13 
per cent; Manitoba, 11 per cent; Saskatchewan, 8 per cent; Alberta, 12 per 
cent; end British Columbia, 16 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for July, 1941 and 19he 


No. No. Per cent 


stores reporting Ghange 
reporting increase in sales 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, AUGUST, 1942 


Introduction 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in 
Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale 
grocery trading establishments forming components of the two regular monthly 
bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch 
of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics» This series brings together in one re- 
port the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the 
other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution: 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 72 of the larger grocery wholesale houses; as 
measured by dollar volume, remained unchanged in August of this year compared 
with August, 1941, and declined 1 per cent from July» Sales for the first 
eight months of the current year stand 10 per cent higher than for the 
corresponding period a year agoe Ontario recorded an increase of 7 per cent 
in sales over August of last year while a 3 per cent increase was reported 
in the Maritime Provinces- Sales in British Columbia declined by 7 per cent 
while 6 per cent less business was transacted in the Prairies» Grocery 
wholesalers in Quebec reported no change in sales from August, 1941. 


Stocks on hand at the end of August, 1942, were valued 10 per 
cent lower than on the corresponding date of last year, and declined by 7 
per cent from the value of inventories reported on July 31, 1942+ Stocks on 
hand at the beginning of August are normally 11 per cent in excess of the 
volume of business transacted in that monthe Stocks on hand at the beginn- 
ing of August this year were at the normal stock position, wholesalers 
reporting inventory holdings 11 per cent in excess of the volume of business 
transacted during that month. . 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


a - a nT 
Dollar Sales 
(add 000) 


Per cent change 


August, 1942 over Year 


Division 
nes August to 
August July date 
porting 1941 1942 1942 
1941 
CANADA+ ee oe ag 04 er x 1e2 +102 
Maritimes eee. 15 2,093 2,164 ee - 205 413-2 
Quebec «eerreee 21 Rene e199 - Oo4 - 003 +101 
Ontario eevee. a9 5,489 5,878 a Tel 367 410-9 
Prairios e+++e} ll 5,889 Le 55.930 - 661 bo hel + 7-6 
British , 
Columbia «+ 6 252 2 356 - 666 Phi 090 412-1 
neem emgre e ne PN he ee ice ao ee a a 


Retail Trade 
Chain Stores 


Sales of 953 chain store units operated by 24 chain companies in 
the food retailing field averaged 6 per cent higher in August, 1942, than sales of 
999 units operated by the same 24 firms in August a year ago- Average sales per 
store were $14,420 in August, 1942, ll per cent greater than the $12,967 average 
for the same month of 1941- 


Increases in various regions of the country were as follows: 


ll per cent in Quebec, 3 per cent in Ontario’, 11 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 
and 8 per cent in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for August, 19a. end 17ee 
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August, 1941 August, 1942 


a EE 


Per cent 
change 
in 

sales 


Noe Stores Sales ; Noe Stores Sales 


CANADA Sa) Shc 12 59544593 wos sae 5293 1 
Quebec eerrereese igs 255025549 184 2,854,049 410.6 
eee cal 75397 089 524 7,630,404 + 302 
Prairie Provinces 555 1,702,093 150 1,884, 300 oe 

+ 7+ 


British Columbia» 100 15273, 102 95 15373500 
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independent Stores 


Sales of 925 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores 
averaged 11 per cent higher in August of this year than last, all regions 
of the country, except Saskatchewan, contributing to the increase. Sales 
in Saskatchewan remained unchanged from August, 1941+ Gains recorded for 
the other provinces were as follows: Maritimes, 6 per cent; Quebec, 15 per 
cent; Ontario, 10 per cent; Manitoba, 8 per cent; Alberta, 7 per cent; and 
British Columbia, 17 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for August, 1941 and 1942 
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stores reporting change 
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Ei ee ee 68 53 + 8-1 
Saskatchewan ccoveececoscon 36 24 + 0-4 
MLSE Nb ae peitin eh ro «0.0 ee 55 41 ETwA 


British Columbia coovc-csce 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, SEPTEMBER, 1942 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery 
trading sstablishments forming components of the two regular monthly 
bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Tradc Branch 
of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one 
report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the 
other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 
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The dollar volume of sales transacted by 72 of the larger grocery 
wholesale establishments increased by 5 per cent in September of this year 
over September, 1941, and. increased 8 per cent over August sales. Cumulative 
figures for the first nine months of the current year stand 13 per cent 
higher than for the corresponding period last ycar- All regions of the 
country contributed to the 5 per cent increase. Ontario came first in point 
of view of increased business, recording a gain of 9 por cenie September 
sales increased by 6 per cent in the Maritimes over Soptember, 1941, 5 por 
cont in Quebec, and 3 per cont in both the Prairios and British Columbia- 


Inventories held by grocery wholosalers were valued 14 per cent 
Lower at the ond of September, 1942, than on the corresponding date of last 
year, but increased by 5 por cont over the valuc of stocks reported on hand 
on August 31, 1942. Stocks on hand at the beginning of September are 
normally 5 por cent in excess of the volume of business transacted in that 
monthe Value of stocks on hand at the beginning of September this year was 
on a par with the amount of business transacted during the month, indicating 
that the stock position at the beginning of September, 1942, was below the 
normal position for that poriod of tho yoare 
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Wholesale Grocory Trade by Hconomic Divisions 
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Number Dollar Sales Per cent change 
(add 000) 
of 
Division firms Year 
to 

re- ‘| September | September | September date 
1941 1942 1941 1942 
porting 1941 
CANADA coooe 2 +1926 
Maritimes eee. 14 +11.8 
Quebeceresoeees 22 op 94 
Ontario corveve 19 +10+6 
Prairies veocee il + 609 

British 
Columbia «eee 6 +11-0 


Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 989 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 3 per cent higher in September, 1942, than sales of 1,037 units 
operated by the same 25 firms in September a year agoe Average sales per store were 
$12,955 in September, 1942, 8 per cent greater than the $11,977 average for the same 
month of 1941. 


Sales increased by 14 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, ll per cent in 


British Columbia and 3 per cent in Quebec over September, 1941. Ontario recorded a 
decline of less than 1 per cent- 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for September, 1941 and 1942 
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British Columbia «- 100 3,184,189 95 1, 3h2, 134 +1 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 956 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores 
averaged 14 per cent higher in September of this year than last- Increases 
ranged from 7 to 22 per cente Gains recorded for the provinscs vere as 
follows: Maritimes, 10 per cent; Quebec, 15 per cent; Ontario, 14 per 
cent; Manitoba, 12 per cent; Saskatchewan, 7 per cent; Alberta, 15 per 

; cent; and British Columbia, 22 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for September, 1941 and 1942 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTELEUTION, OCTORER, 1942 


Indexes reflecting current trends in focd distribution in Cennds have been 
published for some years, indexes ef reteil and whelesele grocery trading estebl: 
ments ferming cempoenents of the two regular menthly bulletins en reteil and wh 
trede issued ty the Internel Trade Branch cf the Dominion Bureeu ef Statistics 
series brings tegether im cne repert the information on retell end wholesele gre 
sales. contained in thecther bulletins thus fecilitating e compericen of the trend 
in monthly sales in the tre steges of fcod:distributicn. 
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Ynelesele Trade 


Reports received from 74 of the lerger grecery wholesele 
aN -< a bat Let ~ a o ne a 


eptakblishments 
indicated a 2 per cent increase in sales in October, 1942, compored with Octcher ef 
lest. yeor. The deller volume cf business transacted during the menth declined by 1 
per cent from September, 1942. Boe tive figures fer the first ten months cf the 
current year stend 9 per cent higher then for the cerresponding pericd lest year. 
Ontaric andthe Preirics Hee a ee ef 6 per cent and 4 per cent respectively, 
while the Meritimes, Guebee end British Columbia regictered decreases in soles 


ranging from 2 to 6 per cent. 


Stecke on hand at the end of October, 1942, were velued 19 per cent lower 
then on the correspending date of lest year, but increased by 3 per cent cver the 
value of stccks reported cn hand on September 30, 19/2. “Stocks on hand at the 
beginning of Octcher are normolly 1& per cent in excess ef tae ameunt cf business 
trensected in thet menth. Stecks on hand at the beginning cf Octcbker this year were 
7 per cent in excess of the velume cf business trancected, indicating thet the stcck 
pesition at the beginning cf Octchber, 1942, .wes below the nermel pesiticn fer that 
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Seles of 947 chain store unite operated by 26 chein companies 
‘reteiling field pveraged 5 per cent higher in Octoher, 1942, then seles cf 999 unite 
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#15 ,0L1 an O¢teber, 1942, 11 per cent greater than) the $13,501 everage for the same 

month ef (LOAM < 
pales tnersdced by Li per’ cént Iinvthe PrainteoPrevincec, C9 iper cena in 
Pritich Cclumbie, 8 per cent in Cuebec end 3 per cent in Ontaric ever Octechber, 19/1. 
Comparison of Stores and Seles for October Bees and 19/42 


Ocieter, 1972 Octeber, 1942 “Per cent 


d ss change 
in 
No. Stores bales Nc. Stores Seles seles 
Ma aaate 5 ? Tak & Say Te a ae 


CARED. Goleta 999 L427, 091 _ GUT! TAPS O70) eae 


eS 2 Ae Taga eo ae 191 2,808,633 179 30182251 Fe 
OpUSeE Gok GeN ter tee 562 7,683,606 538 7,89 39,290 + 2.8 
Prairie wkrevincees. -. 127 1,685,971 138 is ate 758 Beetle dd 
Pritish Columbia .. 99 1,208, 8¢ 92 Tos * aes 


| 
, 


15 per cent h 
ecntributing 
recerded @ ge 


the doller velume er miginess trense s 
Secketchewan, 11 per cent in Alberta, end 12 per cent in Menit 


C4. ae 
Independent Steres 


Seles of 956 independent grecery or grecery end 
h ad 
ue 


gr y meet stores averaged 
year than last, ell regions of the cecuntry 
‘itimes, Guebec end British Columbie each 

in Ontaric inc S hile 


Now: ' No Per cent 


er 


etoeres reporting hange 
reporting increase in sales 


DIGS De aorsy eos, opecetsloisie js keke 


Qyactecreatoue ter oe aystes cel owe ehate oe uch oth ets 


MKTG nore st hevst ates ia Glia: a sihers oles 


BALE Mi geiele ws SUOn wade ta Clk MLA, 


Loree 


hee uae a bet 
h \ nae Ry 


oD Arete el ey“ 


has y r ‘ ’ 


DEPT. OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A. MacKINNON, M.P. 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE Pe =i 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS CA Soe 


INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


Dominion Statistician: S.A. Cudmore, MoA ‘A., (Oxon.) Piosoe, Pon. S.C 

Chief, Internal Trade Branch: Herbert Manohar Bway, F.So80 

Statisticians ane 4 A.C. Stéedman,.BoAo 

Nor: 4:2°-No. 11 Year's Subscription, $1.00 
Single copies, rae e 


t 


CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, NOVEMBER, 1942 
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ation Bureau of Statistics. This serles brings together in one report tne 
information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other 
bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of ‘the trends in monthly sales in 
the two stazes of food distribution. 
Wholesale Trade 

November sales of wholesale grocery firms incre eased by 3 per cent 
over November, 1941, according to reports received from 71 “of ey larger 

+ 4 per cent from the dollar volume of business 


establishments but deci ned 1 
transacted during October, 194¢. Cumulative figures for the eiaet cleven 
months of the current eel stand 8 per cent higher than for the corresponding 
period Last year. Grocery wholesalers in Ontario reported a 10 per cent 


inerease in-sales over November last year while the Maritimes recorded 2 
pain of 6 per cent. Sales in Quebec and the Prairies remained Ohatancea 


while British Columbia sales were down by 9 per cente 


Inventories held by wholesale grocers at the end of November, 
1942, were valued 16 per cent lower than on the corresponding date of last, 
year, but increased by 6 per cent over the value of stocks reported on hand 
on October 31, 1942. Stocks on hand at the beginning of Novemoer are 
normally 45 per cent in excess of the amount of. business transacted in tha 
Stocks on han@ at the beginning of November this year were 26 per 
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month , 
cent in excess of the volume of business trans acted, indicating that the 
stock position at the beginning of ee: 1942, was below the normal 


osition for that period of the yea 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Sales of 949 chain store units operated by 25 chein companies in the 
food retailing field aversced 9 per cent lower in-November, 1942, than sales of 990 
units operated by the same 25 firms in November .@ year ago. Averase sales "per store +% 
were $13,109 in November, 1942, 5 per cent lower than the $15,782 averace for the 
abe month of 1941. There was one more Saturday in November, 1941, than in November, 
d when. adjustme..t was made to allow for this factor, the decline below 


November L941,,,wasvonly € per cent. 
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Comps n of Stores and Sales for November, 194] and 1942 d 
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Seles of 887 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores averaged 
9 per cent higher in November of this year than last, all regions of the country 
except Saskatchewan contributing to the increase. Sales in Saskatchewan declined 
by 7 per cent from the dollar volume of business transacted in November, 1941. 
Gains recorded for the other regions of the country are as follows: Maritimes, 
6 ner cent; Quebec, 15 per cent; Ontario, 2 per cent; Manitoba, © per cent. 
Alberta, 5 per cent; British Columbia, 10 per cent. 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, DECEMBER, 1942 


Indexes reflecting current trends in feed distrimmtion in Ceneda 
heye heen published for some yeers, indexes éf rét 
trading establichrents forming cemponents of the two reguler monthly tulletine 
ch reteil and whelescale trade issued by the Internal Trede Branch ef the 
Dominion Bureau of Stetistics. This ceries brings together in one repert the 
informaticn on reteil and whclesele grocery seles centeined in the ct 
bulleting thus feciliteting e comparison of the trends in monthly seles in 
the two stegec ef food distributicn. 


@teil end wholesele grecery 


Wnoclesele Trede 


Seles of 69 of the lerger wholesele grecery henses overeged 16 
per cent higher in December, 1942, then in the corresponding menth ef 1941, 
end remeined unchenged frem the doller volume of business trensected in 
November. The 16 per cent increese is considereb bly greeter then geins recerd- 
ed in the five immedictely preceding months, cnnucl tetels for 19/42 stending 
Q per cent ebove 1941. Increases cver 1941 were reported by ell the previnces, 
both for the month of December ond else for the yesr. Increases ever December, 

g a 


1941, for the ecenemic divisicns ef the ccuntry with the perce 
the yeer in brackets are es follows: Maritime Previnees, 13 per cent r 
cent); Quebec, & per cent (7 per cent); Ontaric, 16 per cent (11 per cent)s 
Prairie Provinces, 13 cent (7 per cent); British Columbia, 34 per cent 
(11 per cent) 


| Inventories cerried by the whelessle gre 
ber, 1942, were velued 9 per cent lower than the st end 
of 1941, but were 4 per cent. higher then st the end = = ee 1942. Stecks 
| on hend et the beginning ef December are normally 62 ner cent in excess of 
the volume cf business transected in thet month. Stecks on hand et the 
heginning of Decemher, 1942, were 31 ner cent, shove the velnme of huciness 
reslized in the month, indiceting thet the stock pecition et the beginning 
of December wes decidedly lower then the normel sitnatien fer 1 
the year. 
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Wholesele Crecery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Retail Trede 


Chain Steres 


Seales of 989 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the foced 
retailing field everaged 2 per cent lower in December, 1942, than sales of 1,028 
units operated by the seme 27 firms in December « vear ago. Average sales per. store 
were #14, ae tin December, 1942, 1 per cent higher than the $14,073.average fer the 
same month cf 1941. 


Sales decre: ced by 5 per cent in Québec, 8 per ‘cent in Ontaric, . while 


increases cf 18 and 8 percent cccurred in the Prainie Provinces: end British 
Columbie respectively. 


Comparison cf Stores. and Seles for December, 1941 and 1942 
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Independents Stcres > 


Coles of 906 independent grecery er grecery end ment Pe 
16 per cent higher in December, 1942, then in December, 1941, geins 1 
Cuebec exceeding those in the Ke ee and Western Provinces. Perc ee 
tn doller seles for the varicus divisions are ae follows: Meritime Pr 
ner cent; Quebec, 20 per cent; Ontario, 16 per cent Menitcbe, & per 


Sesketeheven, 8 per cent; Alberte, 9 per cent; sh Coelumbie, 


Comparison of Seles Reported Fer Dece ember, 1/1941 and 1942 _ 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, | “JANUAR RY, 1943 


—— 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food digtribution in Canada 
have been published for some yeers, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery 
trading establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins 
on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the 
information on retail and Gcibeake grocery sales contained in the other 
bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in 
the two stages of food distribution. 


Reports received from 68 of the larger wholesale 
lishments revealed a 3 per cent decline in the dollar volume 
January of this year compared with January, 1942, and a decrea 
cent from the value of business transacted in December. The Ma iritime 
Provinces and Quebec reported increases of 8 and 93 per cent re spectively, 
while sales in Ontario remained unchanged from last year. whol galers in 

he Prairie Provinces did 12 per cent less business than in Jamary, 194¢, 
and British Columbia registered on 18 per cent drop in sales. 
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Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers on January 31, 1943, 
were valued 12 per cent lower than on the corresponding date of last year, 
and were 6 per past lower than the inventories held at the end of Jc tesa 
1942, Stocks at the beginning of January are normally 63 per cent in exc 


of the volume of businege transacted in that month. Stocks at the otras 
of January, 1943, were 61 per cent in excess of the volume of business 
realized in the month, indicating that the stock position at the beginning 


of January was easel te on a par with the normal situation for this 
time of the year. 
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country, except Saskatchewan, sharing in the increase. 
Saskatchewan remiined on a par with the volume of business trans tae in January 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, FEBRUARY, 1943 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading 
establishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on | 
retail and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of. the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the inform- 
ation on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins 
thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages 
of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 
Sia 
The dollar value of sales transacted by 71 of the larger wholesale 

grocery establishments increased 3 per cent in February of this year over 
February, 1942, and recorded a 4 per cent gain over the velue of merchandise 
sold in January. Gaing registered in Ontario and the Eastern Provinces were 
offset by the decline in sales reported in the Prairie Provinces and British 
Columbia. Reports received from grocery wholesalers in Quebec revealed a 10 
per cent increase; sales in Ontario and the Maritime Provinces were up 8 per 
cent; while the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia recorded decreases of 
2 and 5 per cent respectively. 


Stocks on hand on February 28, 1943, declined by 14 per cent from 
the inventory position on the corresponding date off last year, and were valued 
3 per cent lower than the stocks held at the end of January, 1945. Stocks at 
the beginning of February are normally 67 per cent®in excess of the volume of 
business transacted in that month. Stocks at the beginning of February, 1943, 
were 43 per cent in excess of the volume of business realized in the month, 
indicating that the stock position at the beginning of February was below the 
normal situation for this time of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Retail | Trade 


Ghain Stores 


Sales of 929 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food | 
retailing field averaged 12 per cent lower in February, 1943, than sales of 965 units 
operated by the same 27 firms in February a year ago. eeteee sales per store were 
#11,720 in February, 1943, 8 per cent lower than the $12,757 average for the same 
month of 1942. 
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Comparison of Stores and Sales for February; 1942 and 1943 
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Tndependent Stores 


Aone tnt 


Seles of 910 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores 
14 per cent higher in February, 1943, than in February, 1942. Increases in 
the dollar volume of business transacted were reported by all regions of the 
country. Gains recorded over February of last year were as follows: Maritimes, 
10 per cent; Quebec, 18 per cent; Ontario, 15 per cent; Manitoba, 8 per cent; 
Saskatchewan, 7 per cent; Alberta, 12 per cent; British Columbia, 18 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for February, 1942 and 1943 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MARCH, 194% 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establish- 
ments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale 
trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

This series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale 
grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of 
the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Sales of 73 of the larger wholesale grocery houses in Canada increased 
9 per cent in March, 1943, over the dollar volume of business transacted in March 
last year, and were 18 per cent above the value of sales reported in February. - 
British Columbia reported a decline of 12 per cent in sales below March last year 
while the other regions of the country showed the following gains: Maritimes, 
14 per cent; Quebec, 6 per cent; Ontario, 12 per cent; Prairies, 11 per cent. 
Sales for the first quarter of this year averaged 3 per cent greater than for 
the corresponding period of last year. 


Inventories held by wholesale grocers at the end of March, 1943, were 
valued 12 per cent lower than the merchandise reported on hand at the end of 
March last year, and declined by 2 per cent from the inventory position at the 
end of February. Stocks at the beginning of March are normally 43 per cent in 
excess of the volume of business transacted in that month. Stocks at the beginning 
of March, 1943, were 17 per cent in excess of the volume of business realized in 
the month, indicating that the stock position at the beginning of March ha 
fallen considerably below the normal situation for this time of the year. 


Bsus 
: Wholesale Grocery Trade by ] Buaulnae Divisions. 


meee T_T SO 


cme TT 
Number, uw. wiCaad  OUG) i aay Per cent change 


mad sti is “Year- 
Division firmg March, March; | March, 1943 over | to- 
reporting 1948 “WAVOLS~ March, Februar ary, date 
/ 1942 1945 1943 
mers wb a lemme ted st an Og teehee 1942 
CANADA’ ‘so 'ewss 75" Y,071' 18,526 veep Sl eisyaaesal sisal 
Maritimes opnoosouvoons 16 ey led 25419 +1401 +24.9 + 8.9 
QUEDEE’ Schoo apooennes 22 Nd Pas) Behe fo Sx0 +1855 # + PeS 
OMGRIOLO eos uy eae ee Lg 5,4ee 6,094 412.4 +20.,4 hr 
PYRITLBS |G gous naw eheus Ly 4,808 5,351 410.9 telae - 0.2 
British Columbia <¢és%s 5 15695 1,490 -12.1 — 2o4 - 8.0 


a eh RR i a ee ct EE Rt a em a ee eR ae a EN a a ee a ED te ne 


Retail Trade 
Chain Stores 


Sales of 994 chain store units operated by 29 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 7 per cent lower in March, 1945, than gales of 1,027 units 
operated by the same 29 firms in March a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$13,196 in March, 19423, 4 per cent lower than the aed 797 average for the same 
month of 1942. 


Sales deceased by 6 per cent in Quebec, 11 per cent in Ontario, and 4 


per cent in British Columbia, while an increase of 3 per cent chee So in the 
Priirie Provinces. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for March, 1942 ‘and d_ 1945 
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917 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores 
17 per cent higher in March, 1943, than in March, 


1942, All regions of the country shared in the increase in trading, although gains 
in the Prairie Provinces were smaller than increases reported in the other provinces. 
The following gains were recorded over March of last year: Meritimes, 19 per cent; 
Quebec, 18 per cent; Ontario, 17 per cent; Manitoba, 10 per cent; Saskatchewan, 

8 per cent; Alberta, 11 per cent; British Columbia, 18 per cent. 


os 2c 


es Reporte 


beer Tare ee a ee 


pes 


= 


for March, 1942 and 1943 


No. No. Per cent 
stores reporting change 
too) 
reporting . increase in sales 
GANADAG Mico os S015 6 0/6. 0.0,0 Reo Sa AAI A ON aloe DEI eee i +1506. Bhs 
Maritimes eooovuvd do 29090 0 eo9s00 00 ) 3 eS NI) 419.4 
Quebec Om oF ote DO 2 ONO 9 > OP CD) Oy 200 9 198 167 +1757 
Ontario @eeooqgqvuog0g © @G a o eooooao090 > oOo 9 260 239 +16 ao. 
Manitoba evaoonvovds 000 ° eva0vVu0 20 00 63 50 + 9.6 
Saskatchewan eeoeo 9000 2990000 290700 26 29 tT Waa 
Alberta eoaeeeedodd0d0s9d oD < oo000090 2 > 62 SY +108 
Bacistansne COM Oils). teeters io. cols joio bio hao to 70 56 +18.0 


career tee anette tn gl te TA a EL ll a AN MIG te inn wh 8 RR” 


a en ec a II EY PR I IE ANA A 


Nab) i) Pan Oh 


AC 
a 
mde See 


be | Pro ‘ 


arene) hr ee tien 
tiers AUP 2p iat reg: 

if Babi agli cals! 
‘agent wentey anton 1a & 

Dh tera a ton ‘oq Rene ys i) 
{isha tuNeat nero 

; Proiite T etnies: ¥ 


ik eee coe ee 


Ba peat cesttp mahty e 


ah 4A / er 


. a ns aan wee! 


Poh AG RS irr, 


‘ia rye ea 


ie ois pi crt hittin. ah — aimaiMea pa tae Sal ssp te 


ny , A 1a ; ; j ‘a, ; wyOny 4 19.4 my 


4 - 4 hi 
Wainy aM dhe ~ eit. ¢- peg see ® 
ee tel.) hi aye ie 
- ‘ 


= 


nie OTS “4 < ail ve Uae i Pr Seats ee Cb ns 

wh a elie d - hae Ae Keech fast / tc) “Ed Meets wn hed Tat ‘ 

aes Paes bak i ad ’ a a a aT a ace ve J é , ’ 

ia at ie Fi 4 Ss wf ACES AMY en vali ie ST an , 

\ 7 \ : ‘ 4 é } u : te (HE Pe f sy : i 

ny, pee 0 meh, TiN" PROGR Ih 50 r ay te dys! Ba elk hi ag 

MN sine ; Ay “Tae AV tal : 

f wer sich pipiinnaph ove iirda iet Sikh Gerth ide Og abey aerate el bie bedls 548 ye ay” ote hit uid Pm ’ te ven at a ae ry! Metin, Hig ‘pen (ote 
} sate GAT ' le SEX BYP bali Pr 


be ra Hh 
! re yd |) 1620 Oe kek 9! 
nf hat he (ay ae ie oa 
they ieetage' ate r oho “ Pri. ra) i J 
ten a vray } iy, Lie (are w ipa 

oR VS eae eee > + Sleae Whey. 
oh . AP at ae nos oe 


F au 2 
e'% pee arree yO 


ie AI lags #4) a PBR wy ae, uae ‘ co sacar 


cane a 
awenodaa 


dein 


4 A ee TACs i Pye sy fe 1 i akan 


i 4 
SHOAL has rh a Te 


Fe La he ee Rd hale syne Hr neactatees aite ny aneaant 


oO: Sw Ty 


yay fie itehin i a SO 
i in NG He 


Ae 
fi i . 4 z r + ‘ 9 A Ans 
=r 4 ‘ ee eee Le itd 
. ‘ 
meet ok feapthamteaes ites te elabe aoe 4, ‘ateend le » hat Mona yt apd oh yh engin = natn do tiers arene ee ee ee 
: y ‘ ; i ra rh iiik : in 1h ore 
iio IBME_LEH - “ye 


hy 


a ios a ih: ‘ Realy ¢: Th ae ; Pk: ' ; j dhdy, het 


; Wate t Ne weg 
; J ep a ae Le oo 
"Nah i A deh Le Th dishag hs odd jo PD M fy: th aie ya: 
4 jw 4 ‘ 
i ao jG3% , u ¢ Bite 
‘ 4 4 ) ii - 
1 Sie 4. i Olu y Ait Ef Pa i " ad 


2 Unghie me: ae e 


Ce 
DEPT. OF POLITICAL SCIENCE .” 
; UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A. MacKINNON, M.P., 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 


ee 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND C CVMERCE ft 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 0 - 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


Dominion Statistician: S.A. Cudmore, M.A. F.S.S., FeR.SeCe 


Chief, Internal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, B.A., F.S.S- 
Statistician: A:;C.Steedman, B.A» 


Vol. 5 - Now. 4 Year's Subscription, $1.00 
Single copies, ei0 


CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, APRIL, 1945 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading 
establishments forming components of the two regular, monthly bulletins on retail 
and wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics, This series brings together in one report the information on 
retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus 
facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of 
food distribution. 


fholesale Trade 


Statements received from 72 of the larger wholesale grocery houses in 
Canada showed a 6 per cent increase in sales in April, 1943 compared with the 
dollar volume of business transacted in April, 1942, but sales declined by 7 
per cent from the March level of trading. Gains reported in the Maritimes, 
Quebec and Ontario were offset’ by the declines in dollar sales in the Prairie 
Provinces and British Columbia. Sales increased by 14 per cent in the Maritimes, 
16 per cent in Quebec; 14 per cent in Ontario while decreases of 5 and 14 per 
cent were registered for the Prairies and British Columbia respectively. 
Cumulative indexes for the first four months of this year stand 4 per cent 
higher than for the corresponding period of last year. 


Stocks in the hands of grocers on April 30, 1943, were value 14 per 

cent lower than inventories held at the end of April last year, and were practically 
unchanged from the value of merchandise reported on hand at the end of March. 
) Stocks at the beginning of April are normally 33 per cent in excess of the 

volume of business transacted in the ensuing month. Stocks at the beginning of 

April, 1943, were 19 per cent in excess of the volume of business realized in 

the month, indicating that the stock position at the beginning of April had 

fallen considerably below the normal situation for this time of the year. 
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Maritimes coocooc5es | $$ 15 1,935 2,209 414.1 - 4.3 +10.35 
Quebee csiococseeoaa £2 2,686 3,107" 107 + 1.6 + 9.8 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 893 chain store units operated by 26 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 4 per cent lower in April, 1943, than sales of 923 units 
operated by the same 26 firms in April a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$14,779 in April, 1943, 1 per cent lower than the $14,941 average for the same 
month of 1942. 


Sales decreased by 2 per cent in Quebec, 7 per cent in Ontario, and were 
unchanged in British Columbia, while an increase of 4 per cent occurred in the 
Prairie Provinces. 


April, 1942 April, 1943  —s Per cent 


change in 
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 894 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores increased 
in dollar volume by 17 per cent in April, 1943 over the value of business 
transacted in the same month of last year. The imerease was shared by all 

“regions of the country, the following gains being recorded: over April, 1942: 
Maritimes, 16 per cent; Quebec, 17 percent; Ontario, 17 per cent; Manitoba, 

12 per cent; Saskatchewan, 18 per cent; Alberta, 16 per cent; British Columbia, 
17 per cent. 


mparison of Sales Reported for April, 1942 and 1945 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MAY, 1943 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading estab- 
lishments forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and 
wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics. This series brings together in one report the information on retail 
and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Dollar sales of 74 of the larger wholesale grocery houses in Canada 
during May remained on a par with sales transacted in May, 1942, and were unchanged 
from the value of business done during April, 1943. A decline in sales in the 
Western Provinces counteracted gains in Ontario and the Maritime Provinces. Sales 
decreased by 9 per cent in British Columbia and 5 per cent in the Prairies, Ontario 
recorded a gain of 8 per cent in sales over May, 1942, while increases of 2 per 
cent and 4 per cent were reported by Quebec and the Maritimes respectively. Total 


figures for the first five months of the year stand 3 per cent higher than for the 
corresponding period of last year. 


Inventories held by wholesale grocers at the end of May, 1943, were valued 
13 per cent lower than on the corresponding date last year, and declined by 2 per 
cent from the inventory position at the end of April. Stocks at the beginning of 
May are normally 25 per cent in excess of the volume of business transacted during 
that month. Stocks at the beginning of May, 1943, were 11 per cent in excess of 
the volume of business realized in the month, indicating that the stock position 
at the beginning of May had declined sharply from the normal situation for this time 
of the year. 


=gii— 
Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales Per cent change 
Number (add 000) ane 
of . Year- 


Division . firms May , . May, May, 1943 over to- 
reporting 1942 1943 May ; April, date, 

1942 1943 1945 

1942 
CANADA cceoccoe 74 17,983 18,065 pore pel sh) = 0.3 + 3.4 
Maritimes scocecscce 14 2,008 2,076 ra Baer ey a + 8.7 
QUEDEE ..coccevccees 22 3,007 3,068 + 2,0 + 0.6 + 7.8 
Ontario 4 suuties sie meanee 5,308 5,741 a Selene line + 8.7 
FYarries “se cewees sie 12 55097 4,835 ="Sol #262 - 2.8 
British Columbia ... 6 2,563 2,045 - 8.5 + 0.1 - 4.8 


Retail Trade 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 883 chain store units operated by 23 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 8 per cent lower in May, 1943, than sales of 910 units 
operated by the same 25 firms in May a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$15,943 in May, 1943, 5 per cent lower than the $16,738 average for the same month 
of 1942, 


Sales decreased by 11 per cent in Quebec, 9 per cent in Ontario, 2 per 
cent in the Prairie Provimes and 1 per cent in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for May, 1942 and 1943 


May, 1942 May, 1943 Per cent 
change in 


No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 


“Sn attuninad sat im GaDase, Lika To She aad Sa ote bbe) veodekon) Gos: eee eee 

CANADA ooco ee 910 15,231 ,246 883 14,077,656 = isi ; 
Quebec ooo eoeeoe@oeegs 183 3,298,054 174 2,942 , 838 -10 8 
Ontarid x03. cotseved 529 8,696,638 512 7,950,121 - 8.6 
Prairie Provinces .. 103 1,788,648 103 1,756,592 - 1.8 
British Columbia ... 95 1,447,906 94 1,428,105 Be ae 


———— 


ed ee 


Independent Stores 


Sales of 845 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores increased in 
dollar volume by 11 per cent in May, 1943 over the value of business transacted in 
the same month of last year. The increase was shared by all regions of the country, 
the following gains being recorded over May, 1942: Maritimes, 10 per cent; Quebec, 
12 per cent; Ontario, 10 per cent; Manitoba, 11 per cent: Saskatchewan, 8 per cent; 
Alberta, 14 per cent; British Columbia, 15 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for May, 1942 and 1943 


No. No. Per cent 

stores reporting change 

reporting increase in sales 

CANADA. vecnre opie darwin 0% ofn!sr ole 845 632 ; +11.2 
Meee Od MOG, Wshewieys srewlelvinia/ereie ole''s' 6 121 91 +10.3 
EMODOO eG css esleicas ces sees e ee! 190 131 +1129 
Bite IEL. O's! « aisis Gi. « o/6' o\e 8 os G8 b's. cle le 325 240 . +10.2 
Manitoba ..ccccceccecccvccecve 54 : 48 +11.0 
Eek SCCHOWSN 5 o.c.ctojere. 0.016 oslo oa% en 24 +767 
OR iolaldialin 3 0 iduenhiiocoie tele lavas tale 54 45 +1326 


BELO LSM COLUNDIA ‘te sic ¢jo,0'00'e ais 70 ere) +15.0 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JUNE, 1943 


t 


¢ 

Indexes reflecting current trends in feed distribution in Canade have been 
“published for some years, indexes of reteil and whelesale grecery trading esteblishments 
“ferming components of the two regular monthly bulletins cn retail and whelesale trade 
issued by the Internal Trade Brench cf the Deminicn Bureeu cf Statistics. This series 
“brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales con- 
tained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison cf the trends in monthly 


“seles in the tre steges of food distribution. 


he 


7] 


; wholesale Trade 


‘4 


Dollar sales of 72 of the larger wholesale grecery houses in Canede were 

practicelly unchenged in June cf this year compared with lest and were 13 per cent 
higher than in the immediately preceding month cf May. Sales for the first six mentns 
Bes 19/43 averaged 3 per cent higher than in the corresponding period a year age. A 
_ comparison of sales for June of this year and last on a regional basis show increases 
of 7 per cent in the Prairie Provinces and 3 per cent in tne Waritimes. Seles in 
British Columbie were unchanged from June, 1942, while decreases cf 3 per cent and ll 
per cent were recorded in Onteric and Quebec respectively. 


Doller velue ef inventcries held by the wholesale grocery trade averaged 
21 per cent lower at the end of June this yeer than on the corresponding dete a year 
ago. June inventcries were alse dewn 5 per cent compared with May. Wholesale grecers' 
stocks at the end of May are normally 1€ per cent‘higher than the vcelume cf business 
realized in June. Inventcries at the end cf Mey, 1943, were only 1 per cent above the 
olume of June business indicating that the stock positicn in the wholesale grocery 
trede at the beginning-of June was ccensiderably below the normal situation for tais 
time of year. ; 


Number 


ieee! of 
Divisicen 


firms 
reporting 


Wholesale Grecer 


nile 


Trade 


Dele gaqes . : 


. Year- 
June, June, June, 1943 over te- 
1942 1943 June, Mey , date, 
1942 1943 1943 


Eccnomic Divisicns 


Per cent change 


1942 
CANADAD ca ope 72 20 , 358 20,240 — {096 1 SEP ES ‘ay 


MartsGEMeS: Sic ste sues ILS 
Ouebetrek so keane PM 
OmnGario see aes els 19 
Pao eS oivereene tele ae 
British Columbia. 6 


Sales of 
reteiling peeng avere ged 
ted by the 


cent in the Prai 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for 
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CANADAos aie. nat! 916 
QuebeGe scart i ta eo ais 183 
Oukeriowds same. ae Syoyke 
Preirie Provinces. 10/4 


British Columbia 


887 chain store units 
ll per cent lewer in June, 1943, than 
ge sales per store were $14,117 in 
se for the 562 


ame 24 firms in June 6 year age. 
June, 1943, 3 per cent lewer than the $15,352 avera 


oJ 
‘ie Previnces 


June, 1942 


a A ae 


No. Stores 


2,415 2,480 + 
3,445 3,063 2 
65543 6, 366 ~ 
5210 Os 594, + 
2,738 ohra7 


Retail Trade 


——— 


Chain. Stcres 


Avera 


June 


19/42 


cperated by 24 chain companies in the fea 


sales of 916 units cpera- 


me month of 19/2. 


cecreesed by 15 per cent in Quebec, 12 per cent in Onteric, 5 per 
and 2 per cent in British Cclumbia. 


end 1943 


% Per cent 
iin IN Mie iced Wye & wane chenge in 
Seles Ne. Stores Sales sales 
é ¢ 
14,062,001 8871 “io bnel2;52) 7O4eo l jesel eG 
3,096,035 177 2,624, 305 $52 
7,890,822 513 6,934,087 =— fy 
1,691,778 106 1,612,650 5 ak 
1} 383,366 94 1,350,662 - 24 
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Independent + Stores 


Sales of 889 independent grocery cr grecery end meet steres increased in 
res volume ee 8 per cent im June, 1943, cver the value cf business transacted in the 
‘same month of lest yeer. The increase was shered by all regicns of the country, the 
following gains being recorded over June, 1942: Maritimes, 11 per cent; Cuebec, 7 per 
cent; Ontoric, 7 per cent; Menitcba, 13 per cent; Saskatchewan, 9 per cent; Alberta, 12 
“per cent; British Columbia, 7 per cent. 


Comparison cf Sales Reperted for June, 1942 and 1943 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JULY, 1943 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery trading establishments 
forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade 
issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series 
brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery sales con- 
‘tained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly 


sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 72 of the larger wholesale grocery houses in Canada averaged 
4 per cent higher in Juiy than in June and were up by 9 per cent compared with July, 
1942. The increase over July, 1942 was considerably higher than the average yain 
recorded in earlier months, cumulative figures for the first seven months of the 
eurrent year standing only 4 per cent above the corresponding period of 1942. 


Sales in Quebec and British Columbia averaged @ per cent lower in July of 
this year than last while the other three economic divisions for which separate figures 
are compiled recorded increases. Sules in the Maritimes and Ontario were up 10 per 
cent while the Prairie Provinces reported twice as large a gain with an increase of 
20 per cent. 


Doliar value of inventories held by the wholesale trade averaged 12 per 
cent lower at the end of July this year compared with the corresponding date a year 
ugo. Wholesale grocers! stocks at the end of June are normally 5 per cent higher 
than the amount of business realized in July. Inventories at the end of June were 
10 per cent lower than the volume of business transacted in July this year, indicating 
that the stock position in the wholesale grocery trade at the beginaing of July was 
considerably below the normal situation for this period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Ps Seen ren CS ICR Soi LE ICA Ca TE No Tlar Gales a a aE at 
(add 000) Per cent change 
Number 
of July, July, ©. July, 1943 over 
Division firms 1942 1943 July, June, 
reporting 1942 1943 
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CANADA Gti Be <2 Loy Gelnait 20,499) 4 Od. + 4.4 
Maritimes .225s50. 14 2,006 Pi gmc a8 ds Sac 
Quebec o9959009399 Z 20 Sy 5,905 ae ls ; of O29 
Ona varios cases mes nts a0) 9,956 6,958 ALOE - 0.8 
PrOATLCG) a slvsis ows) Le 5, 225 6, 265 +19.9 +2545 

British Columbia . 3) 2,944 2,494 ~ 2.0 -12.3 
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Retail Trade ‘ 


Chain Stores A 


Sales of 888 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies in the 
food retailing field averaged 1 per cent higher in July, 1943, than sales of 917 units 
operated by the same 25 firms in July a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$15,482 in July, 1943, 4 per cent higher than the $14,825 average for the same month _ 
ol 1042. 


Sules decreased by 1 per cent in Quebec, 1 per cent in Ontario, whiley 
othe Pruirie Provinces and British Columbia recorded gains of 7 and 2 per cent respect= 
ively. 


Comparison of * Stores anc and Sales for July, 1942 and 1943 
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ACMI AIIM. whee toate DL, 13,534,439 389 is; 747, yB92 me ees 
Quebec 0029203700035 0 MSY) PAY SPO e Wy Le) 174 ray sa NSP D's WG = (are 
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Independent Stores 

Sales of 865 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores increased 
in dollar volume by 17 per cent in July, 1943, over the vaiue of business transacted 
in the same month of last year. The increase wus shared by all regions of the 
country, the following gains being recorded over July, 1942; Maritimes, 23 per cent; 
Quebec, 15 per cent; Ontario, 17 per cent; Manitoba, 22 per cent; Saskatchewan, 17 
per cent; Alberta, 20 per cent; British Columbia, le per cent. 
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Gomparison of Sales Reported for July, 1942 and 1245 


No. No. Per cent 
Stores . reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 
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CURRLINT TRENDS IM FOOD DISTRIBUTION, sucuST, 1947 


. Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
been. published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery sales forming 
components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesezle trade issued 
by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings 
together in one report the information on retail and wholesale crocery sales contain- 
ed in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly 
sales in the two stages of food di stri bution. 


Sales of 69 of the larger wholesale srocery companies in Canada were 
practically unchaz nh ve in. August of this year compared: with: last...’ A substantiel 
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er cent wes recorded f Maritine Provinces but Quebec sales 


were doym by 5 per cent while sales in Ontario and in Western Canada were maintained 


"on a par with August a year ago. 


Inventory holdings in the wholescle grocery trade were 12 per cent 


Slower at the end of. August, 194% than on the corresponding date. 2 year ago. - Whole- 


sale grocers! stocks at the end of July are normally me per cent in excess of the 
amount of business transacted during the month of August. Inventories on hand at 
the end of sere this year just equalled August: sales iaAl ee ting that the stock 
position was below normal. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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es of 895 chain store units operated by 26 chain companies i 
food retailing on averaged 14 per cent lower in August, 194%, than sales of 924 
units! operated by the same 26 firms in August a year ago. Average sales per s 

were $12,152 in August, 1942, 11 per cent lower than the $14,819 average for the same 
nonth of 1942. 
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seles decreased by 14 per cent in Quebec, 18 per cent in Ontario, 4 
airie Provinces and 8 per cent in British Columbig. There were 
in August, 1943, compared with five Saturdays in August last year. 


Comparison of Stores end Seles for August, 1942 and 1943 
August, 1942 August, 1943 Per cent 
Oe Gta a), 5a 5 Oe eae as Tao, ea change in 
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Seles sales 
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Independent Stores 


Seles of 874 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores increased 
n dollar volume by 4 per cent in August, 1942, over the value of business transacted 
n the same month of last year. The increase was shared by all regions of the 
country except British Columbia, the following gains belng recorded over August, 
1942: Maritimes, 8 per cent; Quebec, % per cent; Ontario, 4 per cent; Manitoba, 12 
per cent; Saskatchewan and: Alberta, 11 per cent. Sales decreased by 3 per.cent in 


British Columbie. 
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Comparison of Sales Reported for August, 1942 and 1945 


Noe No. Per cent 
stores reporting , change 
reporting increase in sales 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION SEPTEMBER, 1943 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery 
sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and 
wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the information 
on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus 
facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages 
of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


The dollar volume of sales transacted by 72 of the larger grocery 
wholesale establishments increased by 2 per cent in September of this year 
over September, 1942. Cumulative figures for the first nine months of the 

current year stand 3 percent higher than for the corresponding period last 
year. Quebec and Ontario reported a decline in sales of 8 percent and 1. 
per cent -respectively, while gains reported for the other regions were as 
follows: Maritimes, 14 per cent; Prairies, 3 per cent; British Columbia, 

7 per cent. 


Inventories held by grocery wholesalers were valued 2 per cent 
lower at the end of September, 1943, than on the corresponding date of last 
year, but increased. by 5 per cent over the value of stocks reported on hand 
on August 31, 1943. Stocks on hand at the beginning of September are nor-. 
mally 5 per cent in excess of the volume of business transacted in that 
month. Inventories on hand at the beginning of September this year were 6 
per cent in excess of September sales, indicating that the stock positidn 
at the beginning of September, 1943, was slightly above the normal position 
for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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(add 000) Per Cent Change 

Number Year- 

Divisi Of September, September, Sept enber,1943 over to- 

ee te firms 1942 1943 September, August, date, 

reporting 1942 1943 1943 

$ $ < 1942 

CANADA GSa5a0 Wett 20,570 20.935 + 1. 22.8 00 4 2 ee 

Maritimes: wavexesees 16 2,353 2,678 +13.8 + 5.9 + 9.5 
Que bec *v Oo PBH F908 @ 19 3,210 2,964 ae Viel Gs Sol Sp 8.6 
ORDEC1G) vs when eae 5 Tae 6,429 6,364 seh Bila Ot + 4,0 + 5.0 
Prairies e@raeneue een 2 6,104 6,292 + oi + 9.9 r= ee 
British Columbia ... 6 2,474 2,657 + 6.6 +12 .4 - 1.8 


Retail Sales 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 868 chain store units operated by 22 chain companies in the 
food retailing field averaged 2 per cent lower in September, 1943, than sales of 
892 units operated by the same 22 firms in September a year ago, Average sales 
per store were $13,904 in September, 1943, almost unchanged from the $13,834 
average for the same month of 1942, 


Sales decreased by 5 per cent in Quebec, 2 per cent in Ontario, and 
5 per cent in British Columbia, while the Prairie Provinces showed an increase 
of 4 per cent over September last year. 
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September, 1942 veptember, 1945 o> cent 


change in 
sales 


No. Stores Sales No, Stores Sales 


CANADA eeraene se es8 0 892 12 5339, 666 868 12,068,650 = Ree ; 


QUO DEG. sisis eas eather bas 48 180 2,978,450 IWR 9. 2,499,297 ~~ = 4.9 
OUCET 2 0. sa acele eae s emielante ou. 6, 7755011 497 6, GL7,1B6 =" 2.3 
Prairie, Provinces. <is esse 106 1,674,816 105 1,746,719 i+ 4,3 
British Columb is 1.446% san 95 1,315,089 94 1,201,508 =» 4,7 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 889 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores increased 
in dollar volume by 8 per cent in September, 1943, over the value of business trans- 
acted in the same month of last year. The increase was shared by all regions of the 
- country except British Columbia, the following gains being recorded over September, 
1942: Maritimes, 4 per cent; Quebec, 8 per cent: Ontario, 9 per cent: Manitoba, 8 
per cent; Saskatchewan, 13 per cent and Alberta, 8 per cent. Sales wert practically 
unchanged in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for September, 1942 and 1943 
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No. No, Per cent 
stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 
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British Columbia eonvetvreoorsxsaoaonvgey 68 32 ra 0,4 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, OCTOBER, 1943 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery 
sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and 
wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the information 
on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus 
facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages 
of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Reports received from 70 of the larger grocery wholesale estab- 
lishments indicated a 7 per cent decline in sales in Ontario, 1943, compared 
with October of last year. The dollar volume of business transacted during 

the month decreased 10 per cent from September, 1943. Cumulative figures 
for the ten-month period of the current year stand 2 per cent higher than 
for the corresponding period last year. The 7 per cent decline below Octo-~ 
ber, 1942 reflects a falling off in wholesale grocery trading in all regions 
of the country except the Maritime Provinces where sales increased il per 
cent. Dollar sales decreased by 15 per cent in the Prairies; 1] per cent 
in Quebec; 9 per cent in British Columbia; and 3 per cent in Ontario. 


Stocks on hand at the end of October, 1943, were valued 4 per cent 
higher than on the corresponding date of last year, and increased by 10 per 
cent over the value of stocks reported on hand September 30, 1943. Stocks 
on hand at the beginning of October are normally 18 per cent in excess of 
the amount of business transacted in that month. Stocks on hand at the be- 
ginning of October of this year were 10 per cent in excess of the volume of 
business transacted, indicating that the stock position at the beginning of 
October, 1943, was below the normal position for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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British Columbia 2... 6 2,499 2,306 - 8.7 -11.9 = 2.4 


Retail Sales 
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Chain Stores 


Sales cf 951 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 7 per cent lower in October, 1943, than sales of 975 units 
sperated by the same 27 firms in October a year.ago. Average sales per store were 
$14,102 in October, 1943, 4 per cent Lower, than the $14,741 average for the same 

month of 1942. 


Sales decreased by 12 per cent in Quebec, 6 per cent in Ontario, 2 per 
cent in the Prairie Provinces and 9 per cent in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for October, 1942 and 1945 
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October, 1942 October, 1943 
Per cent 
change in 
sales 
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales 
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CANADA oevcooecos 975 14,372,660 951 13,410,915 & 67 ee 
Guebad «sis dvkesseurenve 181 3,066,054 174 2,706,947 -11.7 
Ontario 20000009 000080000 532 7,863 ,507 518 7,424,985 7” 5.6 
Prairie Provinces .occce 149 1,978,627 148 1,947 ,090 - 1.6 
British Columbia 25% <0. 113 1,464,472 111 1,531,893 - 9.1 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 877 independent. grocery or grocery and meat stores increased in 
dollar volume by 6 per cent in October, 1943, over the value of business transacted 


in the same month of tust year. The increase was shared by all regions of the 


country except British Columbia, the following gains being recorded over October, 


19423 Maritimes, 9 per cent; Quebec, 4 percent; Ontario, 6 per cent; Manitoba, 9 
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per cent; Saskatchewan, 10 per cent; and Alberta, 14 per cent. Sales were prac- 
tically unchanged in British Columbia, | ; ; 


Comparison of. Sales Reported for October, 1942 and 1943 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, NOVEMBER. 1943 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery 
sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and 
wholesale trade issued by the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics, This series brings together in one report the information 
on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus 
facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages 
of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Sales of 71 of the larger grocery wholesale establishments in- 
sreased by 8 per cent in November, 1943, over the dollar volume of business 
transacted in November, 1942, and were 2 per cent higher than sales in Oc- 
tober, 1943. Cumulative figures for the January-November period show an 
increase of 2 per cent over the ccerresponding period of the preceding year. 
The 8 per cent increase over November, 1942 is indicative of an increase 
in trading activities in all regions of the country. Gains reported were 
as follows: Maritime Provinces, 22 per cent; Quebec, 4 per cent; Ontario, 
1l per cent; Prairie Provinces, 5 per cent; British Columbia, 5 per cent. 


The comparison between stocks on hand at the end of November of 
1942 and 1943 indicated a 2 per cent gain in stock holdings. Inventories 
were valued 8 per cent higher on November 30, than at the end of October, 
1943. Stocks at the beginning of November are normally 43 per cent in 
excess of the amount of business transacted in that month. Stocks at the 
beginning of November, 1943 were 15 per cent in excess of the volume of 
business transacted, indicating that the inventory position at the be- 
ginning of November, 1943, had dropped considerably below the normal 
position. for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


add 000 Per Cent Change ; 


Number Year= 

Division of November, November, November, 1943 over _to= 
firms 1942°" 1943 November, October, © ‘date, 

reporting 1942 1943 1943 

$ $ 1942 
CANADA cooec0000 71 18 ,039 19,551 + 8.4 #U2 we +) LoD 
Maritimes cococsccvc0e 13 logow Sy oo. +2128 + 4,4 +10.6 
Quebec scocowccvvacs0000 20 Bgked 3 206 Sia #:°O.2 - 0.2 
OM GET Ol wercietars elevorotonetec 20 5,525 6,133 #1140 + 0.2 + 4,9 
PrAiTles omc ooeeeooese 12 5,086 5,553 + 4.9 + 3.3 - 1.7 
+ 5.0 + 6.5 - 1.8 


British Columbia ...0.6 6 o,01O 2,488 


Retail Sales 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 910 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 1 per cent lower in November, 1943, than sales of 936 
units operated by the same 27 firms in November a year ago. Average sales per 
store were $13,506 in November, 1943, 2 per cent higher than the ae 233 average 
for the same month of 1942. 


Sales decreased by 1 per cent in Quebec, 1 per-cent in the Prairie. 
LS chnihel: and 7 per cent in British Columbia, while an increase of a 
| per cent’ occured in Ontario. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for November, 1942 and 1943 


November, 1942 November, 1943 Per cent 
change in 
sales 
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales 
$ $ 

CANADA “csncceesece 936 L2,006,ooL Ke) ¥2 32905099 - 0.8 
SMOG AGG aS atmo oe o owe 3 181 25005 0OL 174 2,058 5736 = 1.3 
ORGATEO, Voss snsagcde sem 532 6,920,943 on 6,964 ,495 + 0.6 
Prairie) frovinces ves 110 Look, on Oe a) 1,530,969 - 1.3 
Bricish, Columbia: sctecs 113 1 .Seb gt Ve ay 1,235,899 = 6.5 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 873 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores increased in 
dollar volume by 8 per cent in November, 1943, over the value of business transacted 
in the same month of last year. The increase was shared by all regions of the 
country, the following gains being recorded over November, 1942; Maritimes, 11 per 
cent; Quebec, 5 per cent; Ontario, 7 per cent; Manitoba, 16 per cent; Saskatchewan, 
17 per cent; Alberta, 17 per cent and British Columbia, 7 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for November, 1942 and 1943 
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No. No. Per cent 
stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 
Ta ci i a leaden a pela ttn ae 
CANADA ccocveccvcecccccee 873 648 ot! 
Maritimes ..ccceccscccssccvcccs 125 101 +10.8 
QUEDEC croeecccevereceoscccves 187 124 + 5.2 
Ontario ceeeccecccecccscvecovcce » 347 254 +o] oe 
Manitoba wocccccscvcscccceccecs 51 44 +16.2 
Saskatchewan cevoscrccscosscoce | ra) 26 +17.1 
fiberte capes wie so 4 04 8 be oe a8 60 55 +16.5 
British Columbia ..-«ssccccccce 74 44 + 6.6 
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east TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, DECEMBER, 1943 
; a) 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery 
sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and 
wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do- 
-minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the 
information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other 
bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in 
the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesaie Trade 

December sales transacted by 72 of the larger grocery wholesale 
establishments increased 9 per cent over the dollar volume of business re= 
ported in December, 1942, and were on a par with sales made during Novem= 
ber, 1943. Cumulative figures in the annual comparison recorded a 3 per 
cent increase over the 1942 sales. The 9 per cent,increase over December, 
1942 reflects major gains reported in the Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 
which were offset by a smaller increase in the Prairies and a decided de~ 
cline in sales in British Columbia. Gains reported were as follows: 
Maritimes, 25 per cent; Quebec, 19 per cent; Ontario, 11 per cent; Prairies, 
8 per cent. Sales in British Columbia fell 12 per cent below the 1942 
level. 


Inventories held at the end of December, 1943 were valued 6 per 
cent higher than the stocks on hand at the end of December, 1942, and in- 
creased by 9 per cent over the stock holdings reported on November 350, 
1943. Stocks at the beginning of December are normally 64 per cent in 
excess of the volume of business transacted in that month. Stocks at the 
beginning of December, 1943 were 15 per cent in excess of the volume of 
business transacted, indicating that the inventory position at the be= 
ginning of December, 1943 had dropped considerably below the normal 
position for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


“Dollar Sales 


Per Cent Change 


Number (add 000) 
of Year~ 
Dawas 7on firms |December, December ,| December, 1943 over} to- 
| December ,|November,| date, 
1942 1943 1943 


CANADA aint ateteins Alm ne 1 17,776 | 19,361 


2,387 | +25.2 


Maritimes 900068000000 15 
Quebec @®ooecoaoosnog0oeocsoaosaeaandR Ze 74 SHOSNS, 418.5 
Ontario ooo oo @4¢06000000 i 19 6)... 92 4 +10.7 
Prairies eececen0e0oce nee de A oIele: Hes aere, 
Prissy | COLUMD La. eerste 6 2eacom tt) =Uees 

Retail Sales 

Chain Stores 

Sales of 929 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food. 

retailing field averaged 6 per cent higher in December, 1943, than sales of 952 
units operated by the same 27 firms in December a year ago. Average sales per 
store were $15,985 in December, 1943, 9 per cent higher than the $14,721 average 
for the same month of 1942. 


sed by 8 per cent in Quebec, 10 per cent in Ontario, while 
en courred in the Prairie Provinces and British 
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tores and Sales for December, 1942 and 1943 


C2 
g 
se) 
~ 
rs 
ay 
wf 
im) 
a 
i@) 
rh 
~” 


December, 1942 December, 1943 Per cent 
4 : change in 
No. Stores sales 
$ | $ 
CANADA sccoccesc00ce 14,014,156 929 N4 ,850 ,037 + 6.0 
Quebec @Q@eoeno0ognedgess oe onan d | 2,845,590 174 3,067,475 + Karte 
OnGar LG: ois syed ue) ees a ecoul | 7,676,305 57 8,407,256 OS 
Prairie: Provinces. s.ssee} LL 2Socere 144 1 960,720 | - 0.7 
British Colwmbte se saivan 1,511,988 94 1,408,580 | = 6.8 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 862 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores increased in 
dollar volume by 7 per cent in December, 1943, over the value of business trans= 
acted in the same month of last year. The increase was shared by all regions of 
the country, the following gains being recorded over December, 1942; Maritimes, 10 
per cent; Quebec, 6 per cent; Ontario, 5 per cent; Manitoba, 14 per cent; Saskat- 
chewan, 13 per cent; Alberta, 15 per cent and British Columbia, 4 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for December, 1942 and 1943 


NO. No. Per cent 
stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JANUARY, 1944 

et ee ec SEO) oe, . Me... eek 

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery 
sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and 
wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do-= 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the 
information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other 
bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in 
the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


January wholesale grocery sales increased 10 per cent over the 
dollar volume of business transacted in January, 1945, according to reports 
received from 72 of the larger grocery houses, but were valued 12 per cent 
lower than December sales. All regions of the country ~hared in the 10 per 
cent increase. Results on a regional basis indicate substantial gains in 
the Maritimes, the Prairies and British Columbia and smaller increases in 
Quebec and Ontario. Percentage gains for economic divisions are as follows: 
Maritimes, 26 per cent; Quebec, 2 per cent; Ontario, 7 per cent; Prairies, 
1l per cent; British Columbia, 10 per cent. 


Inventories in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of Jane 
uary, 1944, were valued 15 per cent higher than on the same date last year, 
but decreased by 1 per cent from the year-end stock position. Stocks at the 
beginning of January are normally 65 per cent in excess of the volume of 
business transacted in that month. Stocks at the beginning of January this 
year exceeded sales transacted during the month by 53 per cent, indicating 
that the inventory position at the comnencement of this year was somewhat 
below the normal level for that period of the year. 
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Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery 
sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and 
wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do~ 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the 
information on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other 
bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales, in 
the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Dollar volume of sales transacted by 73 of the larger wholesale 
grocery houses during February averaged 15 per cent higher than the value 
of sales realized in February, 1943, and increased by 10 per cent over 
January. The 15 per cent gain over February last year reflects an in= 
crease in trading activities in each of the economic divisions of the coun- 
try. Gains recorded on a regional basis are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 
‘19 per cent; Quebec, 12 per cent; Ontario, 16 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 
17 per cent; British Columbia, 10 per cent. 


Wholesale grocers reported the value of stocks held at the end 
of February to be 12 per cent higher than the inventories held on the same 
date last year, but decreased by 1 per cent from the January month-end 
stock position. Stocks at the beginning of February are normally 66 per 
cent in excess of the volume of business transacted in that month. Stocks 
at the beginning of February this year exceeded sales transacted during the. 
month by 44 per cent, indicating thet the inventory position at the begim- 
ing of February was considerably below the normal level for that period of 
the yeare 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


ottar Sales 


Number (add 000) Per cent change 
of 
Division firms February, February, February, 1944 over 
reporting 1943 1944 February, January, 


| 1943 1944 
Soe BR Se 
ee RE HAR RIS A a A RE 


CANADA ce e@o8o@@eeoy 6. 75) 250045 18,229 4151 eee 


Maautl MO Socio orc cielororola cieiclcroels ats) 1,894 2,209 419.5 = 3,6 
DUIEDEC« 3.5 cc's 0 mys isamnameenerntes 25 Dik 2,740 +1254 #2101 
ONLET EO | wiiisic ss a8 einie sale 6 oe leete 20 4,742 5,482 +15.6 +10,1 
PESiP Tea Tes oe cee onde ads «ee ate 11 4,521 S3275 +16.7 +11.8 
British CCLwAvle bos cc cess 6 2,249 2,470 #10.0 + 8.9 


Retail Sales 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 949 chain store units operated by 26 chain companies inthe food 
retailing field averaged 13 per cent higher in February, 1944, than sales of 970 
units operated by the same 26 firms in February a year ago. Average sales per 
store were $13,934 in February, 1944, 15 per cent higher than the $12,087 average 
for the same month of 1943. 


Sales increased by 13 per cent in Quebec, 16 per cent in Ontario, 7 per 
cent in the Prairie Provinces, and 4 per cent in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for February, 1945 and 1944 


February, 1943 - February, 1944 Per cent 
ait Moat FASO a 2 UO DSEMDIOED Sue .abey #ehangesan 


No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 


cee 


CANADA 's Sud odSoese0 00) 97ONove11, 704,640 91949! oo! 185223,447°% yoeISsOn 


CUEb EO a5. suis ecosueeiae ows 178 2,491,914 174 2,809,216 +12.7 
Ontario: os sss seen rcceoes 533 6,359,128 519 7,407,511 +16.5 
Frairie. Provinces «.4200%8 148 1,601,718 145 1,706,495 + 6.5 
British Columbia oooccoce 111 1,251,880 111 1,300,225 + 3.9 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 877 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores increased in 
_ dollar volume by 7 per cent in February, 1944, over the value of business trans- 
acted in the same month of last year. The following gains were recorded over Feb- 
ruary, 1943; Maritimes, 10 per cent; Quebec, 6 per cent; Ontario, 5 per cent; Man- 
itoba and Saskatchewan, each show an increase of 16 per cent; Alberta, 19 per cent 
and British Columbia, 6 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for February, 1945 and 1944 
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Neo No. Per cent 
stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 


CANADA AA, SVR. £55% 877 651 + 7.0 
Meee Cie OLN otto cc ooo ee we 129 100 + 9.5 
RE Oe Ne Naw aiires «oad 3 <5 181 125 + 5.6 

‘ontario Binion WEoLoGo.10 6.01/01 0lole 01816 349 246 + 4.5 

BEE ODE gcc cence cdpocooocooroe 58 46 #15,6 
BESESERtChEWAN 5000 c'ooccccoosee 31 29 +162 
Mera, enh dnvonte onmior's on mine -vvle 58 51 #1807 
Petr. Columba: .c-no 0,000 es'c/0 6 7% 54 + 5,5 
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Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery 
gales forming components of |the two Hint oe monthly bulletins on retail and 
wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Doiiinion 
Bureau of Statistics. This series sake ge in one report the information 
on retail and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus fa- 
cilitating a comparison of tne trends in monthly sales in the two steges of 
food distribution. 
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Inventories in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of March 
were valued 18 percent’ higher than the stocks reported on hand’on March 21, 
1943, but declined by 2 per cent frou the February month end inventory 
position. Stocks at the beginning of March are normally 49 percent in excess 
of the volume of business transacted in that month. Stocks at the beginning 
of March this year exceeded sales transacted during the sonth by 23 per cent, 
Lidicating that. the Anventonys position.at.the beginning of iiarch was .consider- 
‘ably below the noriiel Level for that yey of the year. 
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Sales of 910 chain store units operated by 25 chain coupanies in the food 
reteiling field averaged 13. per cent higher in March, 1944, than sales of 928 units 
operated by the same 25 firms in March a year ago. Fe nis a sales per store were 
$15,927 in March, 1944, 15 per cent higher than the $13,837 average for the same 
month of 1942. 


Sales increased by 13 per cent in Quebec, 15 per cent in Ontario, 9 per 
cent in the Prairie Provinces, and 8 per cent in British Columbia. 
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Sales of 870 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores increased in 
dollar volume by 8 per cent in March, 1944, over the value of business transacted 
in the same month of last year. The following gains were recorded over liarch, 
1943; Maritimes, 10 per cent; Quebec, 8 per cent; Ontario, 5 per cent; Manitoba, 
18 per cent; Saskatchewan, 15 per cent; Alberta, 19 per cent and British Columbia, 
4 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reporte for March, 1943 and 1944 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, APRIL. 1944 
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Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery sales forming com- 
ponents of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by 
the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 

| series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery 
‘ sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends 
in monthly sales in the two steges of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Statements received from 74 of the larger wholesale grocery houses in 
Canada indicated that sales transacted during April were 6 per cent greater than the 
dollar sales realized in April, 1943, but were 11 per cent lower than March sales. 
Quebec reported a 4 per cent decline which was offset by increases of 6 per cent in 
the Maritime Provinces, 6 per cent in Ontario, 9 per cent in British Columbia and 
ll per cent in the Prairie Provinces. The decline from the March level of trading 
was felt in ell regions of the country, decreases ranging from 9 per cent in Quebec 
to 15 per cent in the Maritimes. Cumulative sales for the first four months cf the 
year have increased 9 per cent over the same period cf last year. 


Wholesale grocers valued their stccks on hand at the end of April, 1944, 
15 per cent higher than the inventeries held at the end of April last year, but the 
inventory position declined by 2 per cent from the stock holdings reported at the 
end of March. Stocks at the beginning of April are normally 35 per cent in excess 
of the volume of business transacted in thet month. Stocks et the beginning of 
April this year exceeded sales transacted during the month by 34 per cent, indicating 
thet the inventory pesition at the beginning ef April was on a par with the normal 
level for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Doller Sales Per-certHchinge 
Number (add_ 000) : 
on | Year-—teo- 
Division firms April, April, April, 1944 over dataed 
reporting 1943 1944 April, Varch, : _. dete 1944 
1943 1944 Year-to- 
‘ & ‘date, 1943 
CANADA ..... iN The 17,317. 18,366 + 6.1 -ll.4... +9, 20 
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Preiries |. mined, 12 Ay 195 Sipsue +10.6 -13.0 411.6 
British Columbia .. 6 2,260 ERO AE + 9.4 “10.6 +10.5 
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Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 


Scales of 949 chain store units cperated by 27 chain companies in the food 
retailing field everaged 8 per cent higher in April, 1944, than sales of 962 units 
operated by the same 27 firms in April a year ago. Average sales per store were 
#15,408 in April, 1944, 10 per cent higher than the $14,015 average fcr the same 
montn of 1943. 


Sales increased by 7 per cent in Quebec, 11 per cent ir Ontaric, 5 per 
cent in the Prairie Previnces and British Columbia respectively. 


Comperison of Stores end Sales for April, 1943 end 1944 
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F- Seles ef 859 independent grocery cr ercecery end meet stcres increesed in 
-- deller velume by 4 per cent in April, 1944, cver the velue cf business transacted 
in the seme month cf last year. The following geins were recorded over April, 
1943: Meritimes, 9 per cent; Quebec, 5 per cent; Ontaric, 1 per cent; Manitchba, 

9 per cent; Sasketchewan, 3 per cent; Alberta, 11 per cent while British Uclurtia, 
decreneed fractionelly ever the seme month lest year. 


Comparison of Seles Reported for April, 1943 and 1944 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MAY, 1944 
A i ——~€ 
Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery sales 
forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale 
trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics, This series brings together in one report the information on retail 
and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating 
a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 
ee 


Wholesale grocery sales increased 21 per cent in May, 1944, over the 
volume of business transacted in May last year, according to the data received 
from 75 of the larger wholesale grocery houses in Canada, and were 14 per cent 
higher than the dollar sales realized in April, All regions of the country 
shared in the 21 per cent gain, increases ranging from 9 per cent in Quebec to 
29 per cent in British Columbia, Cumulative sales for the first five months of 
the year stand 12 per cent higher than for the corresponding period of last year. 


\ Inventories in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of May were 

valued 15 per cent higher than the stock holdings reported at the close of May, 
\ 1943. Stocks at the beginning of May are normally 26 per cent in excess of the 
4 volume of trading transacted in that month. Stocks at the beginning of May this 
I, year were ll per cent in excess of sales transacted during the month, jndicating 
that the inventory position at the beginning of May was considerably below the 
normal level for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales Per cent change 


Number {add 000) 
of 
Division firms May, May , May, 1944 over Year~to- 
reporting 1943 1944 May, April, date ,1944 
ay 1943 1944 Year-to= 
$ $ date ,1943 
CANADA Ta cree ete 70) 17,741 21,447 +20.9 414.2 +11.6 
MarEGUMES! felcreiore cher eve 16 2,069 2,820 419.2 +17.6 +17.0 
Quebec |... 55. ee 20 2,931 3,194 + 9.0 +161 + 4.9 
Ontarioe .cvese) Bs. el 5,246 6,205 +18,3 +10.4 +11.8 
Prairies oeoe 02090 0 8S E @ 2 4,835 Oph te +27.7 +18,0 414.8 


British Columbia ... 6 4 & 564 3,056 +292 +16,1 414.2 


Retail Sales 


Chain Stores 

Sales of 938 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 4 per cent higher in May, 1944, than sales of 952 units 
operated by the same’ 27 firms in May a year ago. Average Sales per store were 
$15,507 in May, 1944, 5 per cent higher than the $14,746 average for the same month 
of 1943, 


Sales increased by 4 per cent in Quebec, 5 per cent in Ontario and 1 per 
cent in the Prairie Provinces, while British Columbia sales showed a decrease of l 
per cent. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for May, 19435 and 1944 


May, 1943 May, 1944 Per cent 
change in 
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 
$ $ 
CANADAG ecreteicreais 952 14,038,232 938 14,545 , 365 + 3.6 

QUSHEC Ls 6 c.s seis AER ire: 174 2,897 ,545 MYare 5,016,562 + 4.1 
GNGELTOWereicic « syere ora etcte 524 7,734,016 O16 8,119,423 + 5.0 
Prairie Provinces ... 143 1,934,349 142 2,950,032 + 0.8 
British Columbia oo oo es) 1,472 »oL4 108 1,459,349 . 0.9 


y 
. 
| 


Fi 


shere 


Independent Stores 


Sales of 857 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores increased by 
less than 1 per cent in dollar volume in May, 1944, over the value of business trans- 
acted in the same month of last year. The following gains were recorded over May, 
1943: Maritimes, 6 per cent; Manitoba, 7? per cent; Saskatchewan, 1 per cent and 


‘Alberta, 7 per cent. Decreases of 2 per cent occurred in both Quebec and Ontario 


and a l per cent decline was recorded in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for May, 1945 and 1944 


No. No« Per cent 
stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 


CRUADA seseeececcoceccs 857 461 + 0.4 
Maritimes ..cccocecesrecsovece 126 74 + 6.3 

— QUEDEC ceceeesecocccccecces 175 87 MEMS ALS AF: 
Ontario .cccccveccccevcssce 339 165 - 1,6 
Manitoba ..-ssseereecvcoces 60 41 + 6.5 
Saskatchewan ccocccvesv0ece oy) 22 + 0.8 
Alberta coocccecsserc+crnce 7 40 + 6.9 
British Columbia ...00000000 67 32 - 1.1 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION) 


TH. BeSo,FoR.G-Co 


JUNE, 1944 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
been published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery sales 
forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale 
trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics. This series brings together in one report the information on retail 
and wholesale grocery sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating 
a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 

Statements reeeived from 75 cf the larger wholesale grocery establishments 
in Canada revealed that the value of wholesale grocery sales transacted during June, 
1944, were 10 per cent higher than the dollar sales realized in June of last year, 
and the June volume of business exceeded May sales by 3 per cent. The 10 per cent 
increase reflects an active grocery trading market in each of the provinces, but 
sales expanded to a lesser degree in British Columbia than in the other regions and 
declined 3 per cent from the May volume of business in that province. Gains re- 
corded for the economic regions are as follows: Maritimes, ll per cent; Quebec, 9 
per tent; Ontario, 1l per cent; Prairies, 11 per cent; British Columbia, 5 per cent.» 
Cumulative sales in all regions for the first half of this year were 1l per cent 
higher than the January-June period of last year. 


Inventories held by wholesale grocers at the end of June were valued 15 
per cent higher than on the same date of last year, but the inventory position at 
the end of June declined by 6 per cent from the May month-end level. Stocks at the 
beginning of June are normally 20 per cent in excess of the volume of business 
transacted during that month. Stocks at the beginning of June this year exceeded 
the sales of this month by 6 per cent, indicating that the inventory position at 
the beginning of June was considerably below the normal level for that period of 
the year. : 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


Number (add 000) Per cent.change 
of 
firms June, June, June, 1944 over Year-to- 
eer seaes reporting 1943 1944 © + June, May, date ,1944 
1943 1944 Year-to-~ 
& & date ,1943 


Maritimes: <5 sss ties 6 6 16 2,964 2,854 411.3 + 1.9 +15.9 
Gudbec, LO. jitcoease. A 21 3,024 S299 + Gel eG 4 + 5.6 
Ontar id sis Meclele-e ss 20 5, 900 6,570 #11.3 + 5.9 atide? 
PralriG sues cvs seeks 12 Det LO 65519 +10.6 + 1.7 +14.0 
British Columbia .... 6 2,840 2,936 + 3.4 - 2.8 +12.1 
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Retail Sales 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 877 chain store units operated by 22 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 22 per cent higher in June, 1944, than sales of 889 units 
operated by the same 22 firms in June a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$17,456 in June, 1944, 24 per cent higher than the $14,117 average for the same 
month of 1943, 


Sales increased by 25 per cent in Quebec, 25 per cent in Ontario, 20 per 
cent in the Prairie Provinces and 13 per cent in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for June , 1943 and 1944 


June, 1943" June, 1944 Per cent 
- change in 

No, Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 

———EOy TORT Polis MUL PNET SE Hes Tessa 
WAMADA SPSL, Oo, hoe 889 12,550,018 877 . 15,308,720 +22.0 
QuedDECl ale. «  daNEal. dibidierdile 174 2,656,960 a7 % 3,290,994 +248 
Ontanko ecl. dlire swislel Sale delale 517 6,968,038 S12 8,580,984 423.2 
Prairie: Prowinces aici. ols 104 1,593:, 782 101 1,915,004 +2022 


British Columbia .sccocce 94 1,551,238 94 1,521,758 +12. 6: 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 843 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores increased by 
10 per cent in dollar volume in June, 1944, over the value of business transacted 
in the same month of last year. The following gains were recorded over June, 1943; 
Alberta, 16 per cent; Maritime Provinces and Manitoba, 12 per cent; Saskatchewan, 
11 per cent; Ontario, 9 per cent; Quebec and British Columbia, 8 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for June, 1943 and 1944 


No. No. Per cent 

stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 

CANADA cocccseevccco 843 668 faded 
MALAGLBOS! otdnas tapes ovnsois ples 116 oY +12,3 
QUEDEC cocosecacrccccecce 76 125 + 7.9 

PA CAL LO. vere oxouslerecosieve of sre ove 045 270 + 8.6 
Manitoba osesqoo0c0002000 55 44 +12.3 
Saskatchewan .cccoccosece 30 27 +11.4 
Orbe ears lees dots axev stats 54, SO: wh +15.9 


Bia Sh COLUMDL a, Vater one at 66 55 + 8.4 
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| Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery sales forming com- 
ponents of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by 
the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 
series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery 
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends 
in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale grocery sales were 6 per cent higher in July of this year than 
last, according to reports received from 80 of the larger wholesale grocery establish- 
ments in Canada, but the July volume of trading declined 5 per cent from the June, 
1944 level. Results on a regional basis varied greatly, increases over July, 1943, 
ranging from 3 per cent in Quebec and British Columbia to le per cent in the Prairie 
| Frovinces. Aggregate totals for the January~July period of this year stand 10 per 
cent higher than for the same period of last year. 


} Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers were valued 15 per cent greater at 
the end of July this year than on the same date of 1943, but the July month-end in- 

; ventory was 1 per cent below the June level. Stocks at the beginning of July are 
normally 7 per cent in excess of the volume of business transacted during that month. 
Stocks at the beginning of July this year exceeded sales transacted during the month 
by 3 per cent, indicating that the inventory situation at the beginning of July was 
below the normal level for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Keoromic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales 


Number (add. 000) Per cent Change 
of 
ge ae firms July, July, July, 1944 over Year-to- 
Division reporting 1943 1944 July, June, date ,1944 
1943 1944 Year-to- 


CANADA +\s'cisc ses « 80 19,378 20,628 + 604 - 502 +10.1 
PACT EAMG So err ene eye ae tere 17 2,089 Aeroe + 6.2 - 6.7 +14.4 
WLC DUR Ct 6 kiss «reac eae. ate wo 3, Oo: 3,140 + 209 - 4.7 + 5.1 
Ormiston mar er ererremrer ere ae 5,968 6,270 ror - 6.8 Ne 
PROC GS eee aie ciskeneie: » 12 Syeoro 9,908 +12.0 + Od +13.7 
British, Golumpia ‘sc. 6 2,494 roel, Fino -12.6 +10.7 


Retail Sales 
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Chain Stores 


Sales of 925 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 3 per cent lower in July, 1944, than sales of 936 units 
operated by the same 25 firms in July a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$14,629 in July, 1944, 2 per cent lower than the $14,953 average for the same month 
of 1943. 


Sales decreased by 1 per cent in Quebec, 5 per cent in Ontario, 4 per cent - 
in the Prairie Provinces and & per cent in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for July, 19435 and 1944 


July, 1943 July, 1944 Per cent 


change in 
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 
$ $ 

CATADAT tes ee cet 936 13,996,038 925 13,531,466 sea 

Que bee ©oeoeeoeveeoe oe eaoe0 68 174 2,816,087 WPL 2,787,120 hang? 16 
Ontario eeoeveroveeoevvee nea Byeil 7 096,908 pyluts) 7,467,458 bot el®) 
Prairie. Proyinees \. sss. 147 2,048, 859 144 1,960,491 - 4.3 
British Columbia ....... 94 1,434,154 94 1,516,597 - 8.2 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 938 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores decreased by 
3 per cent in dollar volume in July, 1944, from the value of business transaced in 
the same month of last year. The following decreases below July, 1943 were recorded 
for various provinces: Maritimes and Quebec, 2 per-cent; Ontario, 6 per cent, Mani- 
toba; 7 per cent; Saskatchewan and British Columbia, 1 per cent. An increase of 2 
per cent was recorded in Alberta. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for July, 1945 and 1944 


No. No. Per eent 

stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 

ROAM AD ies cose cc so ees 6 ie 938 3590 - 3.5 

Bele GIGI falais's o vus's cs 0156 ss 157 735 - 2,0 
QUSDOC sess ccc ccc crceccns 208 97 - 1.6 
BOECATLON GS as ast ences ees 329 111 ~ 6.0 
BISMAC ODA a. case ee b ene owns . 72 29 - 6.6 
SASKATCHEWAN .oceecssccee 32 15 - 1.0 
Alberta cosssccrcscesoecs 71 35 + 1.8 


British Columbia eoo0ese00008 69 o4 —s ae), 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, AUGUST, 1944 
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Indexes réflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been — 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery sales forming com- 
ponents of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by 
the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 
series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery 
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends 
in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 
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Wholesale Trade 


Dollar sales transacted by wholesale grocers were valued 19 per cent higher 
in August of this year than last, according to reports received from 75 of the larger 
wholesale grocery establishments in Canada, and the August sales exceeded July trading 
by 10 per cent, Gains recorded for the economic divisions are as follows: Maritimes, 
12 per cent; Quebec, 15 per cent; Ontario, 23 per cent; Prairies, <3 per cent; 

British Columbia, 11 per cent, Cumulative sales for the eight months of the current 
year were 12 per cent greater than sales reported for the same period of 1943. 


a 


Wholesale grocers valued their inventories 6 per cent higher at the end of 
August, 1944 than on the same date of last year, but the dollar value of merchandise 
remained unchanged from stock holdings reported at the end of July. Stocks at the 
beginning of August are normally 11 per cent in excess of the volume of business 
transacted during that month. Stocks at the beginning of August this year were 6 
per cent below sales transacted during the month, indicating that the inventory 
position at the beginning of August was considerably below the normal level for that 
period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales 


Number (add_000) Per cent change 
of 
Division firms August, August, _August, 1944 over Year-to- 
reporting 1943 1944 August, July, date ,1944 
1943 1944 Year-to-= 


$ % date »1943 


CANADA. s's.5- «ie cieteles 75 18,999 22,01 +18.5 + 9.5 +11.8 
Maritimes. Vive. esses Pg 2,094 Sool +11.5 + 2.4 +14.1 
QUEDEC. 5 boss pele wtwe 8 20 2,867 3,293 +14.9 + 9.0 + 6.4 
ORtarlo esses. so 8 25 ayaa NS) 7,008 422.7 +11.4 412.2 
PraimieseiQn 84 getG.< 9 D,o70 6,583 +226 411.2 +15.0 
British Columbia ..«. 6 2,458 mi, 700 +11.5 +. 6.5 + 7.6 


Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 


Sales of 901 chain store units operated by 22 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 15 per cent higher in August, 1944, than sales of 912 units 
operated by the same 22 firms in August a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$14,986 in August, 1944, 16 per cent higher than the $12,919 average for the same 
month of 1943. 


Sales increased by le per cent in Quebec and the Prairie Provinces, 18 per 
cent in Ontario, and 6 per cent in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for August, 1943 and 1944 


August, 1943 August, 1944 


Fer cent 
Bi change in 

No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 

FDS O LOM LO GLE. ace: ROS ORR. GLO, OA aie) merDe Shstmna Ne puny ome gern mre ere oe 
CANADAY TS 6.3 aoe Bao oo 912 ba erie 5-9) 901 15 SU0c .b00 +14.6 
QECHOC’ .2o 6H, Seee steer es 174 2,471,772 Ve Ba Bis LO +12.4 
A Ontario *#eoogoeesedvooaeeocev¢ve Ob 6,291,413 AI6 7,078, 429 +18.0 
Prairie provinces |, see. a Aas 1,791,224 140 2,004,326 +11.9 


British Columbia .c.ses. 94 1,267,647 94 1,341,350 + 5.8 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 954 independent grocery or grocery and meat stores increased 6 
per cent in dollar volume in August, 1944, over the value of business transacted 
in the same month of last year. The largest increase recorded for the various 
provinces was a 10 per cent gain in Alberta. Increases of 8 per cent occurred in 
the Maritime Provinces, Saskatchewan and British Columbia. The following advances 
occurred in other provinces: 6 per cent in Quebec, 5 per cent in Ontario and 4 per 
cent in Manitoba. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for August, 19435 and 1944 


a a aes enenesistpesinescenanilgRniainissdipapnaasmnpsmensaasestemaedinaagineeeiasniinamtananresaieninindll 


No. No. Per cent 
stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 

pe re ee ee ee 
CANADA cceccccovece 954 670 + 6.1 
Maritimes .wccercevsscs 149 103 + 7.6 
QUEDEC csoceererscocres ee 15? FO b 
ODCAT LO: o.c.cses sys sis ees 540 2590 sitet 7 4.6 
Manitoba wccaccoecvveocs 76 52 + 35.9 
Saskatchewan .ecsscecec ol 24 + 8.0 
PLDOTEA «gv uh 2 wipes oes 67 48 ce | 


British Codumbiay 00 ous 68 52 + 8.4 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, SEPTEMBER 
= FX ‘ : 

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery sales forming com- 
ponents of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by 
the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 
series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery 
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends 
in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution, 


, 1944 


Reames 


Wholesale Trade 
SSS SSS SS ES SS, 


Wholesale grocery sales transacted by 76 of the larger wholesale grocery 
establishments in Canada during September, 1944, increased 12 per cent over the dollar 
volume of business reported in September, 19435, and 2 per cent over August, 1944. All 
regions of the-countryshared in the lz per cent gain, increases registered by the 
various .economic-.divisions being as follows; Maritime Frovinces, 14 per cent; Quebec, 
16 per cent; Ontario, 9 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 11 per cent, and British Columbia, 
13 per cent. Aggregate figures for the January-September. period of 1944 stand 12 per 
cent above sales for the same period of 194%. 


Inventories in the hands of wholesale grocers were valued 9 per cent higher 
at the end of September this year than last, and were 3 per cent greater than the 
stocks’ held at the end of August, 1944. Stocks at the beginning of September are 
normally 10 per cent in excess of the volume of business transacted during that month. 
Stocks at the beginning of September this year were 8 per cent below sales transacted 
during the month,: indicating that the inventory position at the beginning of September 
was considerably below the normal level for that period of the year. 


oe) pe 
Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


Number add 000) Per cent change 


of 
Division firms September, Septembey September ,1944 over PTS 
reporting 1943 1944 September, August, seo 
1943 1944 - ic eens 
$ dh date ,1943 
CANADA rele cists she ae 7S 20, &04 25,277 11.9 +. 2,5 +11.8 
Yiiiijt dtc csreneriereone 17 2,762 3,143 iS See 411.5 
BSLACTOISE? win ura sate ereronetn, are 20 Sia) 3,482 +15.5 + 7.2 5 abate 
CU Gila acne yoncmener smcouatomens reat 6 LOB. 6,684 + 9.4 sl 5 Vn) +19 
Prairies ...eeeeee ic. 12 6,291 7,004 Hivs. Wiotes $14.5 
British Columbia’ -.. 6 2,629 2,964 Ste oa Oo neers 


Retail Sales 
SSS SSS 
Chain Stores 


, Sales of 919 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies in. the food 
retailing field averaged 24 per cent higher in September, 1944, than sales, of 931 
units operated by the same 25 firms in September a year ago. Average sales. per 
store were $16,797 in September, 1944, 26 per cent higher than the $15,354 average 
for the same month of 1943. 


Sales increased by 35 per cent in Quebec, 24 per cent in Ontario, 16 per 
cent in the Prairie Provinces and 13 per cent in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for September, 1943 and 1944 


September, 1943 September, 1944 Per cent 

change in 
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 

GS ag ee BR TF FS 
P Y? 

UAT Ng coh hae teh Pol 12 , 433,021 919 15,436,206 424.2 
WUC DOG ty 4 ous gic cuk cgi 0% 174 ae UR sy L1o YS Di PLO y OD +35.0 
DIGRE DO a eisceae sale ode ee op i) 6,732 ,044 OL) BOL ty OOo 424.4 
Praivie Provinces=..... 148 1,946,288 144 Lynd soL6 +16.1 


British Columbia’... es 94 Dyed 5 PLO 93 1,420,580 4135.5 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of 957 grocery or combination grocery and meat. stores recorded an 
increase of 10 per cent in dollar volume in September, 1944 over the value of 
business transacted in the same month a year ago. Gains of 16 per cent in the 
Maritime Provinces and 13 per cent in Manitoba were the highest recorded for any 
region. Gains elsewhere were fairly uniform and amounted to ll per cent in 
Saskatchewan, 10 per cent in Quebec, 9 per cent in both Alberta and British Co- 
lumbia and 8 per cent in Ontario. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for September, 1945 and 1944 


EE oe aueomes 


No. No. Per cent 
stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 


CANADA .covccrcece 957 762 +10.3 
Maritimes ...ceessoces 158 Sup +15.5 
QUEDEC .occccevercvvee Rao 182 Po a 
ONGATLO rc cccseces arate 336 206 + 8.2 
Manitoba ...ceeses Rola 70 62 415.5 
Saskatchewan ..-.-.6 Set ol 25 ; +10.8 
Alberta ...ccecevecveves 72 04 + 9.4 


British Columbia ..... 67 52 + 9.2 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, OCTOBER, 1944 
A. ay 

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery sales forming com- 
ponents of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by 
the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 
series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery 
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends 
in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Reports received from 77 of the larger wholesale grocery establishments in 
Canada revealed that October sales were 20 per cent higher than the volume of business 
transacted in October, 1943, but were 3 per cent below dollar sales realized in Sep- 
tember of this year. The increase of 20 per cent over October, 1945 reflects a rapid 
turnover of merchandise in-all regions of. the country, sales advancing from ]5 per 
cent in British Columbia to 23 per cent in Quebec. , Increases of 5 and 9 per cent 
over the September level of trading recorded in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec, 
respectively, were offset by declines of 1 per cent in Ontario, 10 per cent in the 
Prairies, and 10 per cent in British Columbia, to register in total an overall de- 
Cline of 3 per cent. Cumulative sales for thé first ten months of this year in- 
creased 13 per cent over the same perioc of 1943, 


Inventories reported on hand at the end of October, 1944, were valued 7 
per cent higher than the stocks held at the close of October last year, and were 12 
per cent greater than the stock holdings reported at the end of September, 1944, 
Inventories at the beginning of October are normally 17 per cent in excess of the 
volume of business transacted during that month. Stocks at the beginning of October 
this year were 3 per cent below the sales transacted during the month indicating 
that the inventory position at the beginning of October was considerably below the 
normal level for that period of the year. 


a . 
Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


~~ Dollar Sales 


Number (add 000) Fer cent change 
of . 
; firms October, October, October, 1944 over Year-to- 
Division reporting 1943 1944 October, september, Gate, 1944 
1943 1944 Yesesuey 
$ $ date, 1943 
CANADA ene wees 77 18,711 22,422 +19.8 Bp: +1206 
MaPiIbEMES po iceccescle dod 15 2,561 2,801 +18.6 + 4,8 +122 
Quebec URED RAR. AOE SS) Ak 5,126 3,852 423.2 + 9.9 + epee 
ONGSIHO .A Salle ae 3,107 Oy leo +16.8 ~ 1.0 +12.5 
PHiries wale alee 13 5,168 6,409 424.0 Sroe2 “$15.3 
TOKO + 8,8 


British Columbia .... 6 2,299 2,637 414.7 = 


Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 


Sales of 907 chain store units operated by 26 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 7 per cent higher in October, 1944, than sales of 919 units 
operated by the same 26 firms in October a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$15,611 in October, 1944, 8 per cent higher than the $14,428 average for the same 
month of 19435. 


Sales increased by 16 per cent in quebec, 6 per cent in Ontario, 1 per cent 
in the Prairie Provinces and 2 per cent in British Columbia, 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for Octoher, 1945 and 1944 


October, 1943 October, 1944 weer cent 

ay fay Waa PF Pad a mes SOUR ee an 
No. ; Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 
CORUNA oo icale e oe oe 919 1D ,co9,, 1 te 907 14,158,854 + 6.8 
QUebeOey 28 a TOOK. 8 174 2,706,947 1a 3,145,684 +16.1 
Ontardo® +... 3254 25 ENG 512 7,403,419 509 7,828,150 + 5.7 
Prairie Provinces .. 143 2y921 ,558 139 1,941,293 + 1.0 
British Columbia ... 90 1,2273818 8& 15245 227, + 1.5 


AS 
Independent Stores 

Sales in most regions of the country maintained or slightly exceeded the 
yolume tor October, 1943. Declines of & and 3 per cent in Quebec and Ontario, how- 
ever, were sufficient to offset the increases occurring elsewhere. Independent food 
stores in British Columbia did 5 per cent more business in October this year than 
last. Gains of 2 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and in Manitoba were accompanied 
by a l per cent increase in Alberta while sales in Saskatchewan were unchanged from 
October a year ago. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for October, 1943 and 1944 


See 


No. No. Per cent 
stores . reporting change 

reporting increase in sales 

a 

CANADA .cccevcecccess 966 455 - 0.9 
Maritimes ...+e..-+-. 163 89 + 2628 
QUEDEC cere woes eee 219 87 See a ae 
Betaric sat aaeistaee wines: ¢ . 342 140 - 3.4 
Manitoba ...c.seceees 75 43 + 1.6 
Saskatchewan ..-.ses- 30 “18 - O.1 
PALDOTGASC. . Sie ele ees cle 67 35 + 1.2 
British Columbia .... 70 45 + 5.0 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, NOVEMBER, 1944 
ar 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery sales forming com~ 
ponents of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by 
the Merchandising ad Services Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 
series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery 
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends 
in monthly sales’in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Wholesale grocery sales transacted by 78 of the larger wholesale grocery 
establishments were 18 per cent higher in November of this year than last, and re- 
mained on a par with the October, 1944, level of trading. The 18 per cent increase 
conforms closely with the 20 per cent gain registered in the October comparison, 
but is greater than the 12 per cent increase witnessed in September. All regions 
of the country sheared in the increase in trading, gains ranging from 12 per cent in 
British Columbia to 23 per cent in Quebec. Aggregate sales for the January-November 
period of this year stand 13 per cent higher than for the same monthsof 1943. 


Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of November were 
valued 4 per cent. greater than the inventories on hand at the end of November last 
year. Inventories at the beginning of November are normally 45 per cent in excess 
of the volume of business transacted during that month. Stocks at the beginning 
of November this year were 5 per cent in excess of the sales transacted during the 
month indicating that the inventory position at the beginning of November. was con- 
siderably below the normal level for that period of the year. 


uy 9D 2 
Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


SSS SSS aS 
Doliar Sales 
Number (add 000) Rer cent: change 
of Year-to- 
Division cies November, el Bc November, 1944 over date ,1944 
. reporting 1945 1944 November, October, Year-to- 
Nth, & & 1943 1944 date,1943 
CANADA. Hiss eso aie 78 19895 ZIYORyT +1873 + 0.7 +135.3 
PAPitiMeS .e.sscisees 16 2,728 5,125 +14.6 +: O57 412.5 
GUS DEE Te oie kb sks oie «hound a2 3,425 4,196 +22.5 + 0.8 +10,9 
ONE er TG. teats itzles © cei 22 5,968 7,216 +20.9 + 3.7 +13.3 
Prairies ..... SLES 12 5,175 6,074 +17.4 ~ 208 +15..9 
British Columbia .... 6 B5599 ayo16 412.2 + 4.1 ase 


Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 


Sales of 912 chain store units operated by 24 chain companies in tke food 
“reta iling field averaged 16 per cent higher in November, 1944, than sales of 922 
units operated by the same 24 firms in November a year ago. Average sales per 
store were $15,755 in November, 1944, 18 per cent higher than the ¢13,594 average 
for the same month of 1943. 


Sales increased by 18 per-eent in'Suebtec, 17 per cemt in Ontario, 16 per 
cent in the Prairie Provinces and 11 per cent in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for November, 1945 and 1944 


November, 1943 Noven ber, 1944 Per cent 
TNGoonh  cDo0SaU0 NE ONSD Tog cs Of BL ome Change ain 
No. Stares Sales No. Stores Sales sales 
ce aan ER ROS Ty REE SRR Aso MTS Gui ge 
Bat ApAd e794. bee 922 12,348,814 912 14,367,178 416.3 
Quehecearegad .ag7.ee.k 174 2,098,156 171 3,020,454 +1821 
Onbariwnisy betenenc ; 513 6,938,515 510 8,098,830 +16.7 
Prairie Provéaneesot oka 141 1), 656,475 138 I, OL94 934 +15.:9 
British Columbia ...¢. 94 1,195,688 93 1,327,990 +11.1 
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a ae 
Independent Stores 


All parts of the Dominion reported increased sales by grocery and combina- 
tion stores in November, 1944 over the same month of 1943. In the Maritime Provinces, 
and in each of the Prairie Provinces, geins ranged from 7 to 9 per cent. Quebec, 
Ontario and British Columbia were closely grouped with gains of 4 or 5 per cent over 
November a year ago. These compare with an average gain of 6 per cent for the country 
as a whole. 


ed 


Comparison of Sales Reported for November, 1945 and 1944 


No. No. Per cent 
stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 


Ae ee ea ae tires 951 O31 + 526 
Maritimes BodtAing ont, rk 127 + 8.8 
QUCDEC 2 cer esccrecccese 220 155 + 4.6 
GES TO ce ny we we ose 2 4-010, 8 317 196 + 3.8 
MANILODa ..ccccereseccee ae 56 + 7.8 
Saskatchewan ...e.ceccvoe 27 20 + 7.1 

PALberta 21. ee wee sons 74 Si + 7.35 


British Columbia ....... 69 46 + 5.0 
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CURRENT TRENDS m #000 DISTRIBUTION, DECHL BER, 1944. 
“* — 

Indexes ‘reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail and wholesale grocery sales forming com- 
ponents of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by 
the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.” This 
series brings together in one report the information on retail and wholesale grocery 
sales contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends 
in montnly gales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 
———————— SSS 


December sales transacted by 74 of the larger grocery nholesale establish= 
ments in Ganada increased 5 per cent over the volume of business reported in December, 
1943, but were 12 per cent below the dollar business realized in ‘November, 1944. 

Total sales for the year 1344 inereased. 135 per cent over the 1943 level of trading. 
‘Inereases in the annual comparison were. fairly uniforn for all regions of the country, 
gains ranging from 10 per cent in the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia to 15 
per cent in Ontario. 


; Te December increase over December, 1945 was shared by all regions of the 
country except the Prairie Provinces where sales declined by & per cent. Increases 
on a regional basis are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 5 per cent; Quebec, 7 per 
“eent; Ontario, 10 per cent; British Columbia, 18 per cent. 


_.», Inventories held at the end of December, 1944 were valued 2 per cent lower 
than the stocks on hand at the end of December, 1945, but exceeded by 4 per cent the 
value of inventories in the hands of wholesale grocers on November 30, 1944. Stocks 
at the beginning of December are normally 64 per cent in excess of the volume of 
“business transacted in that month as reflected in the average experience over the 
years 1935 to 1942. Stocks at the beginning of December, 1944, were 15 per cent in 
excess of the volume of business transacted, indicating that the inventory position 
at the beginning of December, 1944 had dropped considerably below the normal position 
for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales 


Number (add_000) Per cent. change 
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of Year-to- 

Division firms December, December, December, 1344 over date, 1944 

reporting 1943 1344 Decenber., November, Year-to- 

: $$ 1943 1944 date, 1943 
CANADA .ccccccvce 74 18,876 19.785 + 4,8 ~12.1 +ie.5 
Mar PEL mes. sis 4 eis eee ee 14 yore: Papa A + Ded -16.1 411.9 
PUGIO SC Ge spre alt ed of erere 22 Choe Tt a Ore + 6.7 -6el +10.6 
Ontvar ie avse sve Se ays 20 D0? 6,168 +10.0 ery aw +15.0 
PMG INAS Sirs © bcp bipreceee ies © Ps 3) 4a9 4,996 - &.0 -25.6 +10.2 
Bratish Columbia src iors 6 Byoo9 3062 +18.0 - 0.5 + 9.9 


Retail Sales 
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Chain Stores 


Sales of 922 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 17 per cent higher in December, 1944, than sales of 958 
units operated by the same 27 firms in December a year ago. Average sales per 
store were $16,855 in December, 1944, 19 per cent higher than the $15,872 average 
for the same month of 1943. 


Sales increased by 25 per”tent™in-guetec, 15 per cent in Ontario, 17 per 
cent in the Prairie Provinces and 16 per cent in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for December, 1943 and 1944 


December > “1745 December,’ 1944 Per cent 
SRA FE GMES sim, tj poe change in 
No.. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 
Beapersal Sci . (eh Viet ree § 

Ga SEND eaeia eA te 9GE . 14, €87 Se 922 17 , 5&2 ,496 +16.€ 
MISRC Gr oye eriners Bi Hass? oe 174 +, O67 4425 170 Soo, FLO +22 .6 
WiKt QiS,. creases: Be-wal > Nentvee a © 400.0 (1 woe? 7, 0Co, 004 +14.8 
Prairie Provinces. .... 147 1,973,101 142 2,300,444 +16.6 
BritdsshaGolumbia see eve 94 1,408,580 93 15 Gua, (oe 415.9 


Independent stores 


Independent srocery and combination stores reported sales 6 per cent higher 
in December, 1344 compared with December, 1945. Increases in most section of the 
country. appreximated the average result. The only marked deviations occurred in 
British Columbia and Saskatchewan where sales were up 13 and 10 per cent respectively 
over December, 12345. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for December, 1945 and 1944 


SR eee | re I: 0 


ne ——————— 


No. On Per cent 


SLores reporting change 
reporting inerease in sales 
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Notes "This Bureau is co-operating in the conservation of paper on account of the 
present critical shortage thereof. If this bulletin is not needed by you, 
please notify the Dominion Statistician and your name will be removed from 
our mailing list." 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JANUARY, 1945 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do- 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informa- 
tion on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetables sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 
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January sales transacted by food wholesalers increased 22 per cent in the 
grocery trade and 8 per cent in the fruit and vegetables trade over January, 1944, 
according to statements received from 75 grocery wholesalers and 41 fruit and vege- 
table wholesale merchants. Grocery sales were 2 per cent greater than the December 
business but the Jamuary fruit and vegetable trading fell 20 per cent below the De- 
cember level. 


The 22 per cent and 8 per cent gains were shared by all regions of the 
country. Results for the grocery trade on a regional basis are as followss Maritime 
Provinces; 17 per cent; Quebec, 20 per cent; Ontario, 28 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 
17 per cent; British Columbia, 23 per cent. Fruit -and vegetable sales increased 4 
per cent in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec, 6 per cent in Ontario,and 13 per cent 
in the Western Provinces. 


The percentage increases quoted above relate to the total business of firms 
classified either as grocery or as fruit and vegetable wholesalers. Firms dealing 
chiefly in grocery products and considered as wholesale grocers may carry some fruits 
and vegetables. Conversely, although to a smaller degree, fruit and vegetable whole- 
salers may carry some dry groceries. As just stated, the percentage changes quoted 
above relate to the business of cach of the two trades in their entirety not to the 
sales of grocery products alone or to the sale of fruit and vegetables alone. 


Inventories in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of January this 
year were valued 2 per cent lower than the stocks held on January 31, 1944, and 9 
per cent lower than the stocks reported on hand at the end of December, 1944. Stocks 
at the beginning of January are normally 63 per cent in excess of the volume of 
business transacted in that month as reflected in the average experience over the 
years 1935 to 1942. Stocks at the beginning of January, 1945, were 34 per cent in 
excess of the volume of business transacted, indicating that the inventory position 


anged 


at the beginning of the year had dropped considerable below the normal position for 
that period of the year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Number (add 000) Per cent change 
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Division ae i January, December 
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Wholesale Fruit and Vegetables Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales 


Number (add 000) Per cent” change 
of het eee hnt ae 
Division firms January , January, sSnaEre Lt ORSESaDEY 
ae 1944 1945 anuery’, ecember , 
repor tm. a iy 1944 1944 
fh : sp PHASE So 
CANADA eo08e039 4.1 4,842 Daicae tes + HEARS -20.3 eal: 
Maritimes oud Quebec 13 14390 1,448 $1t.2 ~20.9 
Ontario eoseo2728200989 LS dy 51 1,855 + 5.8 ~19.4 
Western Provinces .. 13 cen veaGal +12.9 ~20,9 


a a ee 


ates tse 
Retail Sales 


Chain Stores 


Sales of 906 chain store units operated by 28 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 15 per cent higher in January, 1945, than sales of 894 
units operated by the same 28 firms in January a year ago. Average sales per store 
were $16,037 in January, 1945, 14 per cent higher than the $14,048 average for the 
same month of 1944. 


Sales increased by 8 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 17 per cent in 
Quebec, 11 per cent in Ontario, 13 per cent in the Prairie Provinces and 16 per cent 
in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for January, 1944 and 1945 
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January, 1944 January, 1945 Per cent 
bs GET TRE PT POR PE Ta FRPP BEL, RATT MIE Lets ae ee 
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 
"whe preadiy wot Pr ik aes : 

CANADA ssooservssseoe 906 (12,727,457 894 14 336,841 +12.6 
Meritimes .e.eseccessccs 42 422,385 41 455,921 + 7.9 
BMOOSC Sina sec veiled ego oes 174 2,640,067 170 3,094 ,674 +17.2 
Er 10 Wialbeie a wicc)s se. ss 523 7,131,426 517 7,886,408 +10.6 
Prairie Provinces ...oe«. 106 483 oe) 105 1L:,679., 566 +13.2 
BECISH. Columbia coco were 61 1,050 ,358 61 leg@eO yeh +1622 
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Independent Stores 
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The sample of independent ae 
a representative number of meat store 
those for grocery stores and “Sonib Gaon 
presented below. 


or ee has recently been enlarsed to include 
igures for meat stores are combined with 
rocery and meat stores in the summary 
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Sales of 1,247 independent food stores averaged 5 per cent higher in Jan- 
uary this year over last. There was an unusual degree of uniformity in the results 
for various parts of the country, increases ranging from 1 per cent in Alberta to 7 
per cent in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for January, 1944 and 1945 
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Nos No. Per cent 
stores reporting change 
reporting _ increase ____in sales 
CANADA -cevceccceess 1,247 796 + 4,8 
Maritimes .c.ccosvsrcevee 185 a2 + (525 
QUEDEE o.oo ee cee ere coe ce aQy 174 + 3.6 
ONTATLO .cecccececcccesce 598 271 + 5.8 
Manitoba ...ccseswcece sree 90 56 + 3.9 
Saskatchewan -.cccccosecs 55 53 - eT 
Alberta wc. cecsedesecvescce 105 55 + 1.4 
British Columbia ..+-.ss« i16 * 75 + 7.4 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, FEBRUARY, 1945 
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Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do- 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informa- 
tion on retail erocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetables sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Food wholesalers reported a more active trading market in February of this 
year than last, as measured by dollar volume of business. Reports received from 77 
of the larger wholesale grocery establishments recorded a gain of 5 per cent for 
that trade, while pavements from fruit and vegetable wholesalers indicated an in- 
crease of-6-per~cent. 


) The 5, per cent increase registered by the grocery trade was not shared by 
all the regions of, the country. Gains of © per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 12 
per cent in Ontario, and 5 per cent in Britis! Columbia were offset by a decline of 
4 per cent in Quebec, while sales in tne Prairie Provinces remained ona par with 
the volume of business transacted in February, 1944. Grocery sales declined 6 per 
cent from the January level of trading, decreases in the economic divisions of the 
country ranging from-S-per~cent in quebec~to-l2 per cent “in the Maritime Provinces. 


The average gain of 6 per cent recorded by the fruit and veg tetauble trade 
reflected an increase in trading in all parts. of the country. Sales.were up 4 per 
cent in the Maritime Provinces and .uebec, © per cent in Ontario, and 4 per cent in 


the Western Provinces. Fruit and vegetable wholesalers repurtcd a 2 per cent gain 
over January sales, 


Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of February were valued 
1 per cent higher than on the same date of last year and increas ed 1 per cent over 
the valuation placed on inventories held at the end of January, 1945. Merchandise on 
hand at the beginning of February is normally 66 per cent in excess of the volume of 
business transacted in that month as reflected in the average experience over the 
years 1935 to 1942. Stocks at the beginning of February, 1945, were 30 per cent in 
excess of the volume of business transacted, indicating that the inventory position 
at the beginning of February was considerably below the normal position for that 
period of the year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Wholesale Fruit and Vegetables Trade by Economic Divisions 
Dollar Sales - 
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$ $ 
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Retail Sales 
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Chain Stores 


Sales of 942 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 6 per cent higher in February, 1945, than sales of 956 units 
operated by the same 27 firms in February a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$15,284 in February, 1945, & per cent higher than the $14,183 average for the same 
month of 1944, 


Sales increased by 5 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 9 per cent in .ue~ 
bec, 6 per cent in Ontario, 4 per cent in the Frairie Provinces and 4 per cent in 
British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sale: for February, 1944 and 1945 
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February, 1944 February, 1945 Per cent 
change in 

No. Stores Sales Yo, Stores Sales sales 

mS. Srene Tesick fe Shee Rep eh aris ei So Bert! cag. SaaS 
S41 OCANADASG8 33. wveas 956 13 998,548 942 14,397,959 + 6.2 
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Independent Stores 


Sales reported by 1,2€3 stores operating in the food retailing field were 
S per cent higher in February this year compared with last. The sample of stores 
comprising this survey included grocery stores, combination grocery and meat stores 
as well as meat markets. 


Declines of 2 and 1 per cent respectively were reported by food stores 
located in Saskatchewan and Alberta. In the central portion of the country, gains 
which approximated the average result were recorded. The Maritime Provinces and 
British Columbia recorded the largest increases, with sales up 5 per cent in both 
cases over February of: last year. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for February, 1944 and 1945 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MARCH, 1945 

wv... wren, 1. ; — 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada’ have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re= 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do- 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informa- 
tion on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetables sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Wholesele food sales were 2 per cent greater in March this year than last. 
The 2 per cent increase reflects a gain of 8 per cent in wholesale fruit and vege- 
table sales, while the dollar volume of wholesale grocery trading remained unchanged 
from March, 1944. These results are based on data received from 74 of the larger 
wholesale grocery establishments in Canada and 47 fruit and vegetable wholesalers, 


The 8 per cent increase recorded by the fruit and vegetable trade was shared 
by all regions of the country, sales advancing 10 per cent in the Maritime Provinces 
and Quebec, 8 per cent in Ontario, and 6 per cent in the Western Provinces. Fruit and 
vegetable trading in March was 23 per cent heavier than the volume of business trans- 
acted in February of this year, while sales for the first quarter of 1945 stand 8 per 
cent higher than for the corresponding period of 1944. 


The trend of grocery trading varied greatly for the different provinces. 
British Columbia registered an increase of 7 per cent; trading in Ontario remained 
on a par with March, 1944 sales, while dollar business declined 1 per cent in the 
Maritime Provinces, 2 per cent in the Prairie Provinces and 4 per cent in Quebec. 
March sales were 10 per cent greater than the volume of business transacted in Febru- 
ary while cumulative figures for the first three months of this year stand 8 per cent 
above the January-March period of 1944. 


The value of wholesale grocery inventories on hand at the end of March this 
year remained unchanged from stocks held on March 31, 1944 and was slightly less than 
1 per cent below the valuation placed on merchandise held at the end of February, 
1945. Stocks on hand at the beginning of March are normally 49 per cent in excess of 
the volume of business transacted in that month as reflected in the average experience 
over the years 1935-1942. Inventories at the beginning of March this year were 17 per 
cent in excess of the volume of business transacted during the month, indicating that 
the inventory position at the beginning of March was considerably below the normal 
situation for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


Per cent change bits 
Nears {add 000) veer atm 
firms date, 1945 
‘3 March , March, March, 1945 over “Year=toall 
Division ah? Wit ager 1944 1945 March, February, date, 1944 
1944 1945 
Piet eee ae ee ee 
CANADA eoc oo on F000 0 74 AV ASD) ZO ,e00 > Oise * 9.8 + 748 
Maritimes 2 st cndsiduw ae 16 2,889 o.864. = 0,8 #16.1 Fat pe. 
Quebec eo0evooe00R7000 000 19 PAPE ES) 25443 Lo EAVES) +#13.,4 + AAS 
Ontario @oese9oeeg00009990 9000 22 6,761 6,764 0 + Dao #12.1 
Prairies ooeenoed 2°90 00900 ae AI eelS: Bcd ae PEC) + 9.9 + 6.8 
Brita 80. COlUMOL Accents 3 6 Pe LO 2 9904 + 6.6 #13.2 +11.0 
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetables Trade by Economic Divisions 
Sa a ae a ce i a ee 
Dollar Sales 
Number (add 000) Per cent change 
of Year=-to- . 
Division firns March, March, March, 1945 over date, 1945 
reporting 1944 1945 March, February, Year-to- 
1944 1945 date, 1944 
2 
t 
CRN PUA 16 aister cs iets ale 47 7,689 8,274 Aa 5G +231 + ToT 
Maritimes and Quebeeeoo LH 1,828 2,008 + 9.8 413.1 + 6.3 
REGGIE Cag lice dealt a eta 18 3,064 3,907 + Lad #26.5 + 8.6 
Western Provinces s..06 12 apy hoy 2,959 + 5.8 +2220 + 7.6 
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Retail Sales 


Chain Stores © 


Sales of 947 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged 14 per cent higher in March, 1945, than sales of 965 units 
operated by the.same 27 firms in March a year ago. Average sales per store were 
$18,165 in March, 1945, 16 per cent higher than the $15,601 average for the same 
month of 1944. 


Sales increased by 12 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 17 per cent in 
Quebec, 14 per cent in Ontario, Prairie Provinces and British Columbia. 
Comparison of Stores and Sales for March, 1944 and 1945 


eee 


March, 1944 March, 1945 Per cent 


a change in 


No. Stores Sales No. §tores Sales sales 
aa ee PCR WME MRT pe oe ane ee, 

CANADA oecceocce 965 15055307 947 17,202 ,308 +14.38 
Maritimes .wccccsccere 39 471,132 39 528 ,302 +12.1 
QUEDEC wcccvccceecvoes 174 3,140,816 £69 3,672,536 +16.9 
Ontario weccsesececes 513 8,155,187 505 9.4209 ,O0R +#13.,5 
Prairie Provinces ... 145 Hj896 764 142 2p LOO peed +13.9 
British Columbia .... 94 1,391 ,441 92 1,582,472 +15.7 


Independent Stores 


Sales reported by 1,213 stores operating in the food retailing field were 
10 per cent higher in March this year compared with last. The sample of stores com= 
prising this survey included grocery stores, combination grocery and meat stores as 
well as meat markets. 


Increases were recorded in all regions of the country compared with the 
corresponding month last year. These gains may be attributed in part to the fact 
that there were five Saturdays in March this year and only four in March, 1944. In- 
creases ranged from 13 per cent in the Maritime Provinces to 7 per cent in Alberta. 
Gains for other provinces were as follows: Saskatchewan and British Columbia, ll per 
cent; Ontario and Manitoba, 10 per cent; and Quebec, 9 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for March, 1944 and 1945 


Oo Noo Per cent 
stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 
CANADA .ccccese de, 215 935 + 9.8 
MEPL ELMES 1G nlammn)acs « 176 149 +13.0 
DUBDEC peiee'n'ere olsieee ows 280 201 + 8.5 
Ontario sescccecvsces 388 $02 + 9.6 
Manitoba ..cccsvcsecce 95 76 + 9.8 
Saskatchewan ....cseeee 59 45 +10.8 
Alberta sccoccee cscs 103 78 + 7.4 
British Columbia .... 112 84 +10.9 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, APRIL, 1945 
oo eee oa te ee 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and.vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Herchandising and Services Branch of the Do-= 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informa-~ 
tion on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetables sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 
April wholesale sales of food products exceeded by a considerable margin the 
volume of grocery and fruit and vegetable sales made in April, 1944. Statements re=- 
ceived from 74 of the larger wholesale grocery houses and 46 fruit and vegetable 
wholesalers revealed increases of 10 and 16 per cent for the respective trades. 


The 10 per cent gain reported by grocery wholesalers indicated an active 


trading market in all regions of the country. Increases over April, 1944 on a re- 


gional basis are as follows: Prairie Provinces, 7 per cent; Ontario, 9 per cent; 
Quebec, 11 per cent; Maritime Provinces and British Columbia, 15 per cent. April 
sales were valued 5 per cent lower than the sales made by these firms in March, de= 
clines ranging from 3 per cent in Ontario to 6 per cent in British Columbia although 
partially offset by a 5 per cent increase in Quebec. Cumulative figures for the 
first four months of this year advanced 8 per cent over the sales transacted in the 
January-April period of last year. 


Fruit and vegetable wholesalers reported gains of 14 per cent in British 
Columbia, 16 per cent in Ontario and 18 per cent in the Maritimes and Quebec which 
resulted for Canada in a 16 per cent increase in sales for April of this year over 
last. Dollar sales were 6 per cent above the March, 1945 level of trading while 
fruit and vegetable sales made during the January-April period of this year exceeded 
by 10 per cent the volume of business transacted during the same period of 1944. 

Wholesale grocers valued their inventories on hand at the end of April 1 per 
cent higher than on the same date of last year, but stocks declined @ per cent from 
the valuation placed on such holdings at the end of March, 1945. Stocks at the be- 
ginning of April are normally 35 per cent in excess of the volume of business trans- 
acted in that month as reflected in the average experience over the years 1955-1942. 
Inventories at the beginning of April this year were 27 per cent in excess of the 
volume of business transacted during the month, indicating that the inventory position 
at the beginning of April was slightly below the normal situation for that period of 
the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


Number (add_000) Per cent change _ 


of ’ Year-to- 

firms RCL, April, April, 1945 over date, 1945 
Sao as ei reporting 1944 1945 April, March, "Year-to- 
1944 1945 date, 1944 


CANADA. civ s-0% 74 17,734 19,434 + 9.6 - 4.9 + 8.2 

Homa bine s «cub aaeincss cx 15 2,296 D598 vAAeatl S72 - 3.4 + 8.7 
QUSDEC icici. w srelanevale craven ws, 2,496 @ athoul +10.6 + 4.8 + 4.5 
Ontarno. biked tester ees 22 5,743 6,259 + 9,0 mieer +11.3 
Pratraes  Goweas De ss Stik 12 4,761 55073 + 6.6 - 5.4 + 6.7 
5.8 +11.4 


British Columbia: «+.» 6 2 438 2,745 ; 412.5 - 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


(add 000) Per cent change 


Number Year=-to- 

of April, April, April, 1945 over date, 1945 
Division firms 1944 1945 April, March, ~Year-to-_ 
reporting 1944 1945 date, 1944 


CANADA ee2e800000 46 7,420 8,622 +16.2 + 5.5 +10.2 


Maritimes and Quebec . 15 1,593 Loot +18.4 - 0.9 tiled 
Wa GAT DO is als 6 sis sais oo 38 19 3,060 3,569 +16.6 + 3,4 +10.9 
Western Provinces .... v2 Oe Ler 5,166 +14.4 + 6.6 + 9.5 
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Retail Sales 
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Chain Stores 


Sales in April, 1945 of 935 chain store units operated by 26 chain companies 
in the food retailing field were on a par with the sales of 954 units operated by the 
same 26 firms in April a year ago. Average sales per store were $15,965 in April, 
1945, 2 per cent higher than the $15,638 average for the same month of 1944. 


The results for various sections of the country were quite uniform. Moder- 
ate increases occurred in Quebec, the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia, while 
Ontario and the Maritime Provinces recorded declines of 1 and 3 per cent respectively. 
Comparison of Stores and Sales for April, 1944 and 1945 


nce II ET IT ST LEE LT EES I LI EOI AGE BEBE BL APE ALI TE IEEE ES SAE ELIE AS I ERE GEL LEE LEE OE LEE LE IED EE LP PLE LEE ALDLLEELLL ILLES LA PAE ATE 


April, 1944 April, 1945 Per cent 

change in 
Wo. Stores -- Sales No. Stores Sales sales 

a eae for ema a Tye A eS He ee MRR ere Oe a 
CANADA coseece 954 14,918,615 935 14,926,915 + Ou1 

Maritimes eoeeeoea e260 39 476,387 39 461,791 = Sel 
QUeDEC .cccseccscecys 174 3,065 ,094 168 3,099 ,864 + 1.1 
ONTATLO .scececceees 502 8,058,703 493 fo. ,o0e - 0.8 
Prairie Provinces .. 145 1,928 ,884 143 1,988,975 + 1a6 
are 


British Columbia ... 94 1,589,547 Rd 1,414,785 te 
| Independent Stores 


Sales reported by 1,213 stores operating in the food retailing field were 1 
per cent higher in April this year than last. The sample of stores comprising this 
survey included grocery stores, combination grocery and meat stores as well as meat 
markets. 


Increases of 5 per cent in Saskatchewan and British Columbia were followed 
' by gains of 3 per cent in Manitoba and 2 per cent in the Maritime Provinces. Ontario 
sales were unchanged from April a year ago, while declines in Quebec and Alberta 
amounted to 2 per cent in each case. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for April, 1944 and 1945 


No. NO. Per cent 

stores reporting change 

reporting increase in sales 
CANADA sic 0 000100 by Gili 636 + 0.5 
BEE RWOS ip\e's 0.4 0's 'e 0:%s 174 100 re ee 
LOG. 5.6 'o)s. 4 als 8 0s 0 reat BS. 128 - 1.5 

EIBEY LO’ + 0 sivic-ais sce 399 195 (a) 

SPSEASCO DEN ‘pcbip.s oe elsiele 88 53 + 2.6 
Saskatchewan ....... 55 37 Sonera kl 
RDP PED ©. 6% gies ee 5% 105 46 tr 
British Columbia ... 113 beg + 4.6 


(a) Less than 0.1 per cent. 
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_ CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MAY, 1945 
Ar. 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do- 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informa~ 
tion on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit-and vegetables sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the :trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. - as 


Wholesale Trade 


Wholesale food sales transacted in May of this year were 7 per cent greater 
than the volume of business done in May, 1944, according to statements received from 
76 of the larger wholesale grocery houses and 47 wholesale fruit and vegetable estab- 
lishments. The 7 per cent gain reflects an increase of 8 per cent in grocery sales 
while the fruit and vegetable trade recorded a gain of 4 per cent. ; 


Each of the egonomic divisions reported a gain in wholesale grocery tracing, 
but the increases varied greatly. Ontario sales advanced 14 per cent, the Maritime. 
Provinces recorded a 9 per cent gain, increases of 6 per cent were reported by whole- 
salers in the Prairie Provinces and Quebec, and sales in British Columbia were 1 per 
cent higher in May of this year than last. May sales averaged 15 per cent higher 
than the volume of business transacted in April, 1945, and cumulative figures for the 
first five months of the current-year are 8 per cent greater ‘than for the same period 
of 1944. 


Fruit and vegetable sales declined 3 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and 
Quebec, but increases of 7 and 4 per cent were recorded by Ontario and the Western 
Provinces respectively. May fruit and vegetable sales were 10 per cent greater than 
the April volume of business while aggregate sales*for the January-May period of 1945 
stand 9 per cent above the sales transacted in the same five months of last year. 


Inventories in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of May this year 
were valued 3 per cent lower than on the same date of last year and declined 7 per 
cent from the valuation placed on stock holdings at the end of April, 1945. Stocks 
at the beginning of May are normally 26 per cent in excess of the volume of business 
transacted in that month as reflected in the average experience over the years 
1935-1942. Inventories at the beginning of May this year were 8 per cent in excess 
of the volume of business transacted during the month, indicating that the inventory 
position at the beginning of May was considerably below the normal situation for that 
period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


oe ee 


Fr I a 
Poe ee Dollar Sales 


Number (add 000) _ Per cent change 


of Year-to- 
Division firms May , May , May, 1945 over date, 1945 
reporting 1944 1945 May, Avril, Year-to- 
1944 1945 date, 1944 
$ _§$ 3 
CANADA 2 oacess¢ 76 20 ,845 22 ,559 + 8.1 +15.0 + 8.2 
MAY LOLMCS ios ove «sbi 16 2,855 3,076 + 8.5 412.5 + 8.7 
GUC: |\s 50h owe ee eN 20 3,176 3,566 + 6,0 +10.7 + 4.9 
GAP LO ns a8iio,siaid'e siaiecs 22 6,309 74489 +14.0 #15.5 +11.9 
PRGITLES cc srw es cic 02 12 5,550 5,885 + 6.4 +17.3 + 6.8 
British Columbia ... 6 2,995 3,023 + 0.9 + 6.0 + 9.0 
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
aot. Siigade, aeshaseds Doliar Sales is ne *> tS Ste 
(ada 000) Per cent change 
Number Year-to-~ 
of May , May, May, 1945 over date, 1945 
Division firms 1944 1945 May , April, Year=to~= 
reporting 1944 1945 date, 1944 
A ERPs Os CR St ee ae Ee ee ee 
CANADA, .e4se20 47 9,248 9,584 + 3.6 + 9.5 + 8.6 
Maritimes and Quebes 14 2,104 2,051 alge 412.2 + 6.8 
Ontario oscisscreves 19 3,770 4,016 + 6.5 $65 1 + 9.8 
Western Frovinces ,. 14 Gore BOLT + 4.2 + 8.7 + 9.0 


Sa eed 
Retail Sales 
TLL TIE TT 


Chain Stores 


Sales in May, 1945 of 890 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies 
in the food retailing field were 8 per cent higher than the sales of 911 units oper- 
ated by the same 25 firms in May a year ago. Average sales per store were $17,867 

in May, 1945, 11 per cent higher than the $16,122 average for the same month of 1944. 


A 13 per cent increase in the Prairie Provinces featured the regional re= 
sults. Sales of chain food stores located in Quebec Province were 10 per cent higher 
in May of this year compared with last, exceeding the gain recorded for the Dominion 
4s a whole. Increases in other regions were slightly lower than the average in= 
crease for Canada. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for May, 1944 and 1946 


May, 1944 May, 1945 Per cent 
See. ia Pa mE Fete eee | eae el 
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 
$ $ 
CANADA <eocece 911 14 687,428 890 15,901,942 + 8.3 
Maritimes .....:s0: 39 476 ,130 38 506 ,619 + 6.4 
Quebec .ccccecccurs Lv2 3,028 ,262 165 3,329,026 + 9.9 
PRTArLO. oauws sen es 516 By ie65 (95 506 > 8,708,952 + 7.2 
Prairie Provinces . 99 77, 8E9 97 ALOSA Coe +12.6 
British Columbia .. 85 1,338,384 841,422,533 + 6.3 


Independent Stores 


Sales reported by 1,230 stores operating in the food retailing field were 
7 per cent higher in May this year than last, The sample of stores comprising this 
survey included grocery stores, combination grocery and meat stores as well as meat 
- markets. 


The increase of 13 per cent in Saskatchewan stood out among the results for 
various sections of the country. Increases in other provinces were within narrow 
limits of the average gain for Canada between May of the two years, with the exception 
of the Maritime Provinces where sales increased by only 35 per cent over May, 1944. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for May, 1944 and 1945 


Caen A a 


No. ‘ No. Per cent 

stores reporting change 

reporting increase in sales 
CANADA >;.esc020% 1,230 859 + 7,3 
Maritimes .scsseeees 176 127. + 269 
Quebec .eccoecceosc: PATS) 182 + 6.9 
DGB LO: cs wiliwe sa cena 406 289 + 9.1 
Manitoba .ocssosccoe oT. 63 * Tee 
Saskatchewan -ccssoe26 58 47 +12.8 
Alberta .cccscccsoss 108 76 + 6.2 
British Columbia ..,. ale 85 Bek 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JULY, 1945 
Ie a ee 


A 
4 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do- 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informa~ 
tion on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetables sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


et 


Wholesale Trade 


July wholesale grocery sales were 11 per cent higher than sales transacted 
in July, 1944, and remained on a par with the May and June dollar volume of business. 
British Columbia reported an increase of 19 per cent while sales in the Maritime 
Provinces gained 15 per cent. Quebec and Ontario each recorded a 10 per cent in~ 
crease and sales in the Prairie Provinces were up 8 per cent. Cumulative figures for 
the year to date were 8 per cent higher than for the same period of 1944. 


Fruit and vegetable wholesalers reported an increase of 24 per cent over 
July, 1944, sales being on a par with the June high level of trading. The eastern 
region, including the Maritime Provinces and Quebec, reported an increase of 29 per 
cent, Ontario sales advanced 28 per cent, and the western provinces did 18 per cent 
more business. 


Wholesale grocery stocks were valued 8 per cent lower at the end of July 
this year than last, and declined 10 per cent from the inventories reported on hand 
on June 30, 1945. Stocks on hand at the beginning of July are normally 7 per cent 
in excess of that month's requirements. Stocks on hand at the beginning of July 
this year were 3 per cent below the volume of July business indicating that the in- 
ventory position at the beginning of July was below the normal situation for that 
period of the year. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


(add id 000) Per cent ‘ehange 


Number Year-to- 
of July, July, July, 1945 over date, 1945 
Division firms 1944 1945 July, June, ~Year-to- 
reporting 1944 1945 date, 1944 
cribs! Hh auabsclmed baikote cocina. : 
CANADA .cccccccece 71 18 ,656 20,766 411.3 - 0.4 + 8.3 
Maritimes o0e6e¢00009009900 YS, 2,469 2) eal +14.5 = Sal +10.3 
Quebec eo227e2768827008808000 18 2,799 3,085 410.2 = PA ih + Gon 
Ontario: toes0s.ce.ss 20 5,535 6,094 +10.1 - 0.6 +10.2 
PERE OSA. WOOO ty. Sia OS HZ 5,465 5,910 + 8.1 + 6.8 + 6.1 
British Columbia ..... 6 2,388 2,850 +19.3 - 7.9 +11.1 
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
"(aad 060) Per cent change 
Number Keen Year-to- 
of July, July, July, 1945 over date, 1945 
Division firms 1944 1945 July, June, Year=to- 
reporting 1944 1945 date, 1944 
‘ $ $ 
CANADA SOs 6 es 40 Ogge% 11,032 +23.7 + 0.7 +12.9 
Maritimes and Quebec., 12 1,674 - 2,156 +28.9 -19.7 413.1 
Onbearlo-<swes sew wees ws 19 3,454 4,406 +27.6 + 4.0 414.2 
Western: Provinces: .... 9 3,793 4,468 +17.8 +11.9 +11.4 


- 3 = 
Retail Sales 
RE SE ST 
Chain Stores 


July, 1945 sales of 922 chain store units operated by 26 chain companies in 
the food retailing field were 10 per cent higher than sales of 954 stores operated 

by the same 26 firms in July a year ago. Average sales per store in July of this 

year were $16,677, 14 per cent above the 414,612 average for the same month of 1944. 


Results on a regional basis reveal consistency in the trend throughout the 
Dominion during the month under review. Widest variation from the average was a 13 
per cent gain in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for July, 1944 and 1945 


a 
See 


A A I IO AT — OO SD 
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July, 1944 July, 1945 Per cent 

a change in 
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 

$ 

CANADA e-cseecooo _ 954 : 13 ,939 ,482 922 15,375,960 +10.3 
SS tl 45 524 ,303 42 584,189 +11.4 
BUCDES .cccerccccviews Aaa: 2,787 ,469 165 3,102,382 +11.3 
TRG EISNOWelctels oie, oeieel eye 507 7,599 ,546 490 8,102,302 + 9.5 
Prairie Provinces ... RST 1,913 ,683 NSS 2,101,538 + 9.8 
British Columbia .... 94 1,314,481 92 1,485,549 +13.0 


Independent Stores 


Independent food stores, on the basis of reports received from 1,214 ree 
tail merchants, did 8 per cent more business in July this year compared with last. 
Grocery stores, combination grocery and meat stores and meat markets are represented 
in the sample of reporting companies. 


Saskatchewan and British Columbia stores reported sales higher by 12 and 
1l per cent respectively over July a year ago. Other sections of the country re- 
ported sales increases about on a par with the average gain for the country as a 
whole. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for July, 1944 and 19405 


SS a ee Se See eeeeEeoEeeEe eo ee eee 

No. No. Per cent 

stores reporting change 

als reporting increase in sales 

CANADA ‘*coccccccccs 1,214 836 + 7.9 
MAritimes=..sscccscecs 174 112 + 5.5 
QUEDES ..csececvcccecs 280 185 + 6.8 
IISA Ol ts cee wieierevele eels » 400 OTT + 9.2 
Manitoba ...cccccccces 90 71 + 6.6 
Saskatchewan ....ceeee 56 44 411.5 
BEDETCA ce cccsccssvvecs 106 69 + 6.0 
British Columbia ..... 108 78 +11.0 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, AUGUST, 1945 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re= 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do= 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informa- 
tion on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetables sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Dollar sales realized by wholesale grocers in August were 4 per cent greater 
than the volume of business transacted in August, 1944, and 3 per cent greater than 
the July, 1945 level. These figures are based on returns from 72 of the larger whole= 
sale grocery establishments operating in Canada. Substantial gains of 12 and 14 per 
cent in the Maritime Provinces and British Columbia respectively, were offset by a 
minor increase of 3 per cent in Quebec, a decline of 1 per cent in the Prairie Prov- 
inces, while Ontario reported dollar sales unchanged from August of last year. Ag= 
gregate sales for the year to date stand 8 per cent above the corresponding period of 
1944. 


Fruit and vegetable sales increased 16 per cent over August, 1944 but de= 
clined 3 per cent from the July volume of trading. Ontario came first in point of 
view of increased trading, recording a gain of 21 per cent. Sales transacted in the 
western provinces were up 13 per cent while the Maritime Provinces reported a minor 
gain of 2 per cent. Cumulative figures for the January-August period are 13 per cent 
higher than for the same eight months of 1944, : 

Inventories in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of August were 
valued 9 per cent lower this year than last, and 2 per cent below the valuation 
placed on stocks at the end of July. Stocks on hand at the beginning of August are 
normally 11 per cent in excess of that month's requirements. Stocks on hand at the 
beginning of August this year were 13 per cent below the volume of August sales, in- 
dicating that the inventory position at the beginning of August was considerably be- 
low the normal situation for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


“eruboliar, Salesags.25 pee AS 
(add 000) Per cent change 


Number Se a ee y ze 
ear=toe= 

Division pie August August August, 1945 over gate, 1945 

ea 1944 1945 August , July Veanor aa 
reporting : Year=to 
P P 1944 1945 date, 1944 
4 
CANADA cccesrvcose Te Biaeko PORT Sg + 3.5 +220 pel Pe 
MATA GLINSS: "sc .aiele.« 9 ele 16 Zyl OO 3,143 412.4 + 3.0 +10.2 
QUODECH ieee: soe pina 18 2,886 rar phe ®) + 3.2 + 3.4 + 5.8 
Ontario eoeeose24v0e000 Pol ae adl 6,919 Kes * PAS + 8.5 
Prairies oo oee ee oc 8 ai 6,039 6 ,005 Ss? 0.6 + Lae + en 
british Cobumbiales 6 2357S 25920 #135 + 1.3 #11.4 
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
a ——————— 
Dollar Sales 
(add 000) Per cent change 
Number a | abit eet ls SRS Ga Year-to- 
Division of August August August, 1945 over date, 1945 
aeoas 1944 1945 “August, July, | Year-to- 
EODOREI EE , 1944 1945. date, 1944 
= Sn EIT RAR Mes Hae SINE re Pb el LOLA) Be ER On Moo ts ea, ELD AEP Ss: 

CANADA 226206908 46 GRO 12,045 _*15.6 cae 289 413.2 
Maritimes and Quebec 16 1,956 2,190 + 2.0 ~29.5 +13.0 
QOnuberios .cs.ase.e01% 18 S220 5,895 +2029 = 5.5 415.1 
Western Provinces .. ae 4,377 4,958 413.5 +16.2 +11.8 
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od = 
Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 
August, 1945 sales of 919 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies 
in the food retailing field were 11 per cent higher than sales of 948 stores operated 
by the same 25 firms in August a year ago. Average sales per store in August of this 
year were $16,966, 14 per cent above the $14,819 average for the same month of 1944. 


Increases of 14 per cent occurred in Quebec, the Prairie Provinces and 
British Columbia. The increase of 11 per cent in the Maritime Provinces was on a par 
with the average gain for Canada while Ontario, with a gain of 9 per cent, was the 
only region showing an increase lower than that for Canada as a whole. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for August, 1944 and 1940 
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August, 1944 August, 1945 Per cent 
een et ak a 
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 
$ ; 

CANADA coccvccccs 948 14,048,716 919 15 oe seu +11.0 
Maritimes ..e--eeceeeo 39 480,255 58 532,794 +10.9 
DBUSDEC cece ce ccccves Lig 291 OO ,L07 165 3,176 ,835 +14.3 
Ontario .ecccceceoces 500 Tedd 008 483 8,017 ,804 + 8.5 
Prairie Provinces ... 144 2,055 ,836 141 2 5554 490 #15.5 
British Columbia .... 94 1,341,896 92 1,550,278 +14.0 


Independent Stores 


Independent food stores, on the basis of reports received from 1,213 re= 
tail merchants, did 10 per cent more business in August this year compared with last. 
Grocery stores, combination grocery and meat stores and meat markets are represented 
in the sample of reporting companies. 


An outstanding gain of 18 per cent took place in Saskatchewan, while the 
average increase for Canada was slightly exceeded in Ontario and British Columbia. 
Increases in other sections of the country were within the range of 7 to 10 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for August, 1944 and 1945 
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Noo No. Per cent 
stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales 
CANADA sosceeceoce ho BS 903 +10.4 
Maritimes ..-ccccccece 175 120 + 7.9 
EGC yews etc accccees 282 219 * 9.9 
Ontario seccccerrcsoce 387 288 : +11.6 
Manitoba .....cseccces 89 70 + 8.3 
Saskatchewan .cccccocs 57 49 +18.1 
BAPSPtA Secs sc eee ces es 105 68 + 6.8 
British Columbia ..... 118 89 +11.9 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, SEPTEMBER, 1945 
AR m Tee RR Re eB oh RI rae 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do- 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the information 
on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetables sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


September wholesale grocery sales were 2 per cent lower than the volume of 
business realized in September, 1944 and 4 per cent below August, 1945 sales. These 
results are based on data received from 77 of the larger wholesale grocery establish- 
ments operating in Canada. Declines of 9 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and 5 
per cent in both Quebec and the Prairie Provinces were partially offset by gains of 
3 per cent in Ontario and 4 per cent in British Columbia. Total sales transacted. in 
the January-September period of this year are 6 per cent greater than the business 
realized in the same period of 1944. 


: Fruit and vegetable sales increased 20 per cent in September this year over 
last, and 7 per cent over August transactions. The 20 per cent gain reflects an 
active trading market in all regions of the country, sales increasing 19 per cent in 
the Maritime Provinces and Quebec, 26 per cent in Ontario and 16 per cent in the 
Western Provinces. Aggregate sales for the year to date stand 14 per cent higher than 
sales transacted in the same 9 months of 1944. 


Wholesale grocery stocks at the end of September were valued 6 per cent lower 
this year than last, but increased 9 per cent over the inventories held at the end of 
August. Stocks on hand at the beginning of September are normally 10 per cent in 
excess of the business transacted in that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of 
September this year were 13 per cent below the volume of September sales, indicating 
that the inventory position at the beginning of September was considerably below 


the normal situation for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by-Econémic Divisions 


“Dollar Sales 


(add 000) Per cent change 
Number Year-to- 
Division ef September September September,1945 over date, 1945 
ee 1944 1945. Séptenber, August, 0 Yaron a 
reporting es eas 1944 1945 date, 1944 
$ $ 
CANADA eoox0900 680 77 21,629 215,215 = 12'9 = ula ¢ 6.4 
Sa TT RY TRI SOLER NER ALOM RYE TT 
Maritimes ©9008 60806€0 17. 3,140 2,869 a 8.6 =11.7 + 7.9 
Guebeois), <isisa os retss 20> .* 3,100 2934 = 5.4 - 201 +¢ 4.3 
Ontario GOXCON7G0KO9O0 22 . ; 6,291 ‘6,503 + Sot é a rah + fae! 
Prairies a ie ee er) Le + 6,629 6,017 . 4.9 _ SIGts + $208 
* 4.4 + 4,7 410.5 


British. Columbia ...« 6 2,769 2,890 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


“Dollar Sales 


(add 000) Per cent change . 
Number ; se Year-to- 
‘Division nee September September September ,1945 over date, 1945 
ee 1944 1945 “September, August, ~ Tear 305 
reporting 1944" 1945 date, 1944 
= $ ? $ | 
CANADA ...... nS 9,114 10,892 —-#19.5 * 7.0 +14.0_ 
Maritimes’ and Quebec -18 1,960 2 936 419.2 . +5645 413.8 = 
Ontario 2999 30%... 18° 2 TTT 3,496 25 OF 22 ties 25° El +16, Qo ie 
3.0 


Western’ Provinces. . NB 4,377 >: 5,060 #15.67) = 


Se 


et es 

Retail Sales 

Chain Stores 

September, 1945 sales of 953 chain store units operated by 26 chain 

companies in the food retailing field were 4 per cent lower than sales of 925 stores 
operated by the same 26 firms in September a year ago. Average sales per store in 
September of this year were $16,593, practically unchanged from the $16,696 average 
for the same month of 1944. 


Western provinces recorded gains of 6 per cent in British Columbia and @2 per 
cent in the Prairie Provinces. Declines in eastern sections of the country were 
fairly uniform at 5 or 6 per cent. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for September, 1944 and 1945 


ce en A 


ee NR IE I ERE oe 


September, 1944 September, 1945 Per cent 
—— — change in 
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 
pels Bn: : 

CANADA wccccsvee 953 15,911,520 $25 15,548,911 - 3.9 
MOTIGLMSS 4 2.010 415/46 +0 39 517 ,5 96 38 492,740 - 4,8 
QUEDES csccccseceess fa $50 704900 165 3,167 ,493 - 6.35 
PATON Sas o's we qe os 6 516 8 ,404 ,351 497 T2958,6019 = 5035 
Prairie Provinces .. 134 2,190,238 133 2.226 ,244 + 1.6 
British Columbia ... 93 1,420,580 92 1,006,010 $7560 


Independent Stores 


In contrast to the substantial increases which characterized corresponding 
month comparisons between this year and last for earlier months, sales of independent 
food outlets were unchanged in September, 1945 compared with the corresponding month 
a year ago. Reason for this was twofold. In the first instance there was one more 
business day in September of last year than this. Secondly the introduction of 
meat rationing on September 3rd tended to reduce the volume of business transacted 
by meat markets and combination stores. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for September, 1944 and 1945 


FP Nos eae No. Per cent — 
stores reporting change 
reporting increase in sales Share 
CANADA esseecces 1,231 610 - Oo1 
Maritimes ..-eccceese 18] 84 - 304 
Quebec. -ccccccssvcce 289 AES! =~ 0.6 
Ontario ..ccccescees 403 198 + 0.7 
Manitoba .ccreccoose 84 4) = lol 
Saskatchewan .e.ssee 60 26 + 1.1 
Alberta ....cceseees 105 62 + 2.8 
British Columbia ... 109 61 + 2.0 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, OCTOBER, 1945 
AY Necensonnsnrelsisrne 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re~ 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do- 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the information 
on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetables sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


wholesale Trade 


Wholesale grocery sales increased 11 per cent in October of this year over 
1944, and advanced 14 per cent over the aollar volume of sales transacted in September, 
1945, according to returns received from 77 of the larger wholesale grocery establish- 
ments in Canada. A substantial gain of &2 per cent was recorded in British Columbia 
and Ontario sales were up 14 per cent. Smaller gains in the other regions were 10 
per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 6 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and < per cent 
‘in Guebec. Aggregate figures for the year to date were ? per cent greater than sales 
transacted in the same perioa of 1944. 


October wholesale fruit and vegetable sales gained 51 per cent over sales of 
October, 1944 but declined 4 per cent from the September volume of trading. The Jl 
per cent increase reflects major gains in all regions of the country. Sales advanced 
57 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec, 352 per cent in Ontario, and 2? per 
cent in the Western Provinces. Total sales for the year stand 16 per cent above the 
January - October perioa of 1944. 


A decline of ll per cent in wholesale grocery inventories was recorded be- 
tween October Sl, of this year ana last, but stocks increased 8 per cent over the in- 
ventories reported on hand at the end of September. Stocks on hand at the beginning 
of October are normally 17 per cent in excess of the business transacted in that 
month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of October this year were 19 ver cent below 
the volume of October sales, indicating that the inventory position at the beginning 
of October was considerably below the normal situation for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


(add 000) Per cent change 
I SR A SE EE LEAL EEA LIE, 
Number Year-to- 
Division of October October October, 1945 over date, 1945 
firms 1944 1945 . October, September, Year-to- 
reporting 1944 1945 date, 1944 


GANADA —coe0 aese een 77 £1,728 £4,034 +10.6 -+13.8 + 6.5 
METUSGURCS «oa cece. 17 PS) Sore + 6.3 +£3.53 + 7.6 
CODEC my srs cs et oe ays my 3,918 4,004 + 2.2 412.1 + 4.8 
ONCATLO. Se wa eee ra 6,589 7,442 +14.0 +19.6 + 7.6 
PYBtr LOS oo a ele eee BRS 5,652 6,03 + 9.8 + 1.5 + 4.7 
British Coltmbia- ..% 6 2,506 3,064 ee sO + 5.1 +11.7 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Kconomic Divisions 


(add 000) Per cent change 
. Number _ Yearsto= 
Division of October October October, 1945 over date, 1945 
firms 1944 1945 October, September, Year-to- 
reporting 1944 1945 date, 1944 
$ $ 
CANADA cscccceoes 44. } 8,260 ; 10,851 #5151 - 229 +1527 
Maritimes and Quebec IS 1,794 234035 +36.7 -12.8 +15.8 
WOT COT LOW ancis tole te tenc1a tens ee, 5,047 4,036 +52 .4 + 5.9 +17.8 


Western Provinces .. Ie 5,419 4,542 +27.0 = (ne) +13.9 
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Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 


October, 1945 sales of 912 chain store units operated by «4 chain companies 
in the food retailing field were 9 per cent higher than sales of 939 stores operated 
by the same £4 frims in October a year ago. Average sales per store in October of 
this year were $17,552, 15 per cent higher than the $15,576 average for the same 
month of 1944. 


Increases for the various regions ranged from 7 per cent. in Ontario to lé 
per cent in British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for October, 1944 and 1945 


Ee ae ee 


October, 1944 October, 1945 Per cent 

change in 
No. Stores Sales No. Stores Sales sales 

She sets POR A ee oe es Bee 

CIANADAGIs se terelerelelers 959 14,626,162 912 ILS fs HAS) + 8.4 
MeritimeS .-.ccccsrce 41 479,41é 40 516,766 + 7.8 
Quebec ©0099 000090000 7a: 3,145,684 165 Dealt secs +10.6 
Ontario eoeoee750900009 501 7,794,508 485 BrolOece’ 35 6.6 
Prairie Provinces .. 133 1,904,962 132 2,089,902 + 9.7 
British Columbia ... 93 1,603 ,596 92 1,461,799 +1Z.1 


Independent Stores 


Sales of independent food retailers averaged 8 per cent higher in October 
of this year than last. With the exception of the Maritime Provinces with a gain 
of 4 per cent, percentage increases over October a year ago were fairly uniform for 
all provinces, ranging from 7 per cent in Quebec and Alberta to 12 per cent in 
Saskatchewan. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for October, 1944 and 1945 


re er ee A I AL A 


No. No. Per cent 

stores reporting change 

reporting increase in sales 
GANADA wisre' «0 ols 1,248 SSO. 2S + 7.9 
Maritimes ..ee.cccee 186 114 + B07 
PES IOC oie oc stdin ois sine 287 196 + 7.4 
UGE Oe isiene etelev ole. 416 306 + 9.9 
Manitoba ..2csercee 90 wi + 8.5 
Saskatchewan .....0c. 59 45 +11.9 
et DETCG! 01s © 16.0 69 0.0 107 65 + 6.8 
British Columbia ... 107 78 + 8.2 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, NOVEMBER, 1940 
7 PRLS SE Bee ee re ea ee 
Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 

published for some years, indexes of reteil grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail 
and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the information on 
retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in the 
other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the 
two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


November wholesale grocery seles were 6 per cent greater in 1945 than in 
1944, but fell 4 per cent below the volume of business transacted in October, 1945. 
These data are based on returns from 73 of the larger wholesale grocery establishments 
in Canada. The 6 per cent gain was not shared by all regions of the country. Grocery 
sales in Quebec declined 5 per cent from the November, 1944 level while the Maritime 
Provinces registered a minor increase of 1 per cent. Ontario and the Prairie Prov- 
inces each reported a gain of 8 per cent and British Columbia sales were up 15 per. 
cent. Cumulative sales transacted in the January-November period of 1945 stand 6 per 
cent above the dollar business reported in the same months of 1944. 


The dollar value of fruit and vegetable sales advanced 31 per cent between 
November, 1945 and 1944, but November sales were valued 6 per cent lower than the Oc- 
tober volume of trading. Sales were up 28 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and 
Quebec, 47 per cent in Ontario, and 17 per cent in British Columbia. Fruit and vege- 
table sales were 17 per cent higher in the first eleven months of 1945 than in 1944, 


Wholesale grocery stocks were valued 11 per cent lower at the end of Novem- 
ber, 1945 than on the same date of the previous year, but inventories increased 5 per 
cent over the stocks on hand at the end of October, 1945. Inventories at the be- 
ginning of November are normally 43 per cent in excess of the business transacted 
during that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of November, 1945, were 14 per 
cent below the volume of November sales, indicating that the inventory position at 
the beginning of November was considerably below the normal situation for that period 
of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


(add 000) Per cent change 
Number - Year=-to- 
nivicion mr November, November, November, 1945 over date, 1945 
firms 1944 1945 Yovember, October,  Year-to-_ 
reporting 1944 1945 date, 1944 


ee ee eee See a eee is a Ue A ee 


GANATER cre seetereiess 73 21,859 Soyo + 5.6 - 3.7 + 6.4 
Maritimes ....%. saree 16 3,010 3,038 +'0.9 - 4,2. §.9 
@uebec 225. 53922 98..3 e 3,730 3,56] SeENS -~ 6.3 POSE ey 
Ontario F2i75s5u4.%4 20 6,661 7,185 a gac BES: ay aS 
DREUr EGY ot encne ts se ere ja 5 ,468 5,896 + 728 - 3.9 + 5.0 
British Columbia «.. 5 2,690 B ,O87 +14.8 ~ 205 +12.0 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


— 


ae Do lar Sales 


(add 000) Per cent change 
Number ~ Year-to- 
of November, November, November, 1945 over date, 1945 
Division firms 1944. 1945 November, October, Year-to- 
reporting 1944 1945 date, 1944 
$ $ 
CANADA coe oee 45 7 5584 9,660 +50.8 = 6.2 +#17.0 
Maritimes anc Quebee 14 Hee 2,048 +28.1 - 0,6 +16.9 
OVE SIO ee rciches sn 1s lave ode 18 2 uhe (, 4,122 +474 * 4.7 +20.3 
Western Provinces .. 13 yams ls%s) 3 4490 +16.8 -12.7 414.2 


ah ae 

Retail Sales 

Chain Stores 

November, 1945 sales of 930 chain store units operated by 28 chain com- 

panies in the food retailing field were 1l per cent higher than sales of 960 stores 
operated by the same 28 firms in November, 1944. Average sales per store in Novem= 
ber, 1945 were $17,744, 14 per cent above the $15,513 average for the same month of 
the previous year. 


Quebec stores, with a gain of 15 per cent, showed the greatest expansion 
in business between November of the two years. A 9 per cent increase in Ontario was 
the lowest among those recorded for various regions. Results for other regions con- 
formed closely with the average increase. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for November, 1944 and 1945 
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SS 


November, 1944 November, 1945 fo Change 

In Sales 
a nn nN OVEMD EL 5 1945 
No. of oT 
eo Sales Staves Sales November ,1944 

CANADA cco. 960 14,892 ,15¢ 930 16 ,501 .463 +10.8 

Maritimes .-.cece 41 478 ,3C2 40 S26 5117 +10.0 

Quebec sovoccecce neal 3,020 ,454 165 3,457 ,640 +14.5 

GEGOTLO we see cess 516 Sr loLse eo 497 8,842 ,645 + 8.7 

Prairie Provinces 139 1,933 ,800 136 2,175,865 412.5 
British Columbia. 93 Ise 5998 92 1,499,196 #12.9 
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Independent Stores 

The November increase in sales of independent food retailers was approxi- 
mately the same as that for chain stores, amounting to 10 per cent, Saskatchewan 
sales were up 15 per cent, slthough gains in Manitoba and Alberta were much smaller 
at 8 and 9 per cent respectively. Independent stores in Ontario enjoyed a greater 
margin of increase over November, 1944 than did chain stores. The 12 per cent in- 
crease recorded for that province was the second largest among the regional results. 
The Maritime Provinces continued to record smaller increases than those in other 
areas. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for November, 1944 and 1945 


EEE ase 


No. of No. % Change In Sales 
Stores Reporting November, 1945 
Reporting An Increase November, 1944 

CANADA ccccce 1,243 932 +10.2 
Maritimes .ecceceose ee 106 + 6.5 
Quebec woecceecsesoo 20k eer + 9.8 
Wamu Ol. cess eo 006 400 S19 +12.1 
Manitoba ...cccocves 93 70 + 728 
Saskatchewan .ccocos 60 50 414.5 
UIE LA 6 eels cole esis ore 108 76 + 9.4 
British Columbia ... VL 90 +10.5 


eS 


nity ait On 
pa ibgs a. Set “welty 
snk Mae 


: — Seale 


rn" porn 


{ 7 ew Dy Oe -' Foe 
4 . aant ee3 es 


ag* ery 


: : : ede — S95 ender N oe <0 6 Ei ise a w@ Ze neaiageayt = 


a ee ad > 
bie = hele a a oe ‘ 
(<3 : ry - 
ij f re a ix ? e 7. 
. a! © Fs 4 te 4 » 
: 
, S - 
: a 7 
lh pe HE = - 
phaatapttal a eta et me ax = 
,’ 
. a r 
b' @ 
_ . ; a 
a; Je al yt @ we 
‘ | fe a See mllS tai: 
: om «= ‘. 
Seerd): 24 SR ieee hei is ‘@ prisretaes Srvex 


- a Sd an ie 3. Ay - aa* 7 al. Vie Hh oe » ap* » . 
Ge ¥ : y 


aware y ow i t~cz ing ee Dee eee pes 
a7 6 i ra Pay | pa. « m4 oe Tips Piatee A 
—— a 
, . 


; 4 Cw. “> liy Is 9 ISP ANG &; } 2 pee PM vite Ae tg seme 


om ndash grin a apap “= = ate male 7 Pea twee 
Sot tet eae ae gore beuree a 22 os Sars ry ae et tale 
ce “ ~ * i 


is : as i 
a - x - 
ea et iia wm ee - 


pare ¢ i 3 ; ; . rhe] 


: BAROMETRICS FILE "rj 
Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A. MacKINNON, M.Pe, 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS Os 
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 
Dominion Statisticians Herbert Marshall, BoA-, FeSeSe 
Chief, Merchandising ana Services Branchs A.C. Steedman, B.A- 
Yol. 7 - No. 12 oan one eee eS net ER Se, Pt Sa OOOO) 


f 


CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, DECEMBER, 1945 

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 
-tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do- 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informa- 
tion on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Wholesale grocery sales increased 5 per cent in December, 1945 over 1944, 
but declined 13 per cent from the November, 1945 volume of trading, according to 
statements received from 77 of the larger wholesale grocery houses operating in 

Canada. Results on a regional basis were not uniform. Gains over December, 1944 
were as followss Maritime Provinces, 6 per cent; Quebec, 1 per cent; Ontario, 8 per 
cent; Prairie Provinces, 2 per cent; and British Columbia, 6 per cent. The dollar 
grocery business transacted in 1945 exceeded 1944 sales by 6 per cent. 


December wholesale fruit and vegetable sales were up 27 per cent over De~ 
cember, 1944 and 6 per cent over November, 1945. Results are based on returns re- 
ceived from 43 wholesale fruit and vegetable wholesalers in Canada. The 27 per cent 
gain reflects an active market in all regions of the country, sales increasing 20 
per cent in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec, 35 per cent in Ontario, and 24 per. 
cent in the Western Provinces. Total sales transacted in 1945 stand 18 per cent 
above the 1944 volume of wholesale fruit and vegetable sales. 


Grocery stocks in the hands of wholesalers at the end of 1945 were valued 
8 per cent below the inventories held on December $l, 1944 but increased 8 per cent 
over the stocks reported on hand at the end of November, 1945. Inventories at the 
beginning of December are normally 64 per cent in excess of the business transacted 
during that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of December, 1945, were 1 per 
cent below the volume of December sales, indicating that the inventory position at 
the beginning of December was decidedly below the normal situation for that period 
of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
i 
Dollar Sales 


Number add 000 Per cent change 


of Year-to-= 

Division firms December, December, December, 1945 over date, 1945 

a oe 1944 © 1945 December, November, Year-to- 

1944 1945 date, 1944 

$ $ 

CANADA eecceecee ih 20,678 Zr ,096 + 4.9 -12.7 + 6.3 
MAritimes .oicc e000s:0 02 16 APU ES) 2,883 + 6.4 -10.9 + 6.8 
GUS eG a6 acauebecels lone oe 20 Pape lon 5,004 + 0.8 -18.1 + 3.6 
OU UEC Ferisacaie sis 4.5.5.5 Ca 6,520 7,064 + 8.4 - 7.6 + 7.7 
PPRLPISs: si slg sis cs ee se 13 5,652 5,749 + 1.7 -21.5 + 4.8 
British Columbia .... 6 2,815 Zig BOO + 6.4 - 6.8 +11.4 


Wholesale Pruit and Vegetable Trade by Wconomic Divisions 
ALIAS ubelsbek malic ee er fe) see Ceres neat oer ears 


(add 000) Per cent change 


Number Year-to- 

Division of December, December, December, 1945 over date, 1945 

firms 1944 1945 - December, November, Year~to- 

reporting 1944 1945 date, 1944 

iE aby me oe eset i ogi ae) oo pate er a areca ha 

CATR. Pokal tne asters 43 oie ee 10 ,004 427.0 + 6.5 +17.9 
Maritimes and Quebec. 13 desde 2,288 419.7 + 3.8 *)7. I: 
CHUSELO’ sates ss ee se hss pri a 3,749 435.35 + 8.0 +21.6 
Western Provinces ... 13 5,193 3,967 +24.2 +) Bel +15.0 


oe 
Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 


December, 1945 sales of 917 chain store units operated by 27 chain compa- 
nies in the food retailing field were 3 per cent higher than sales of 944 stores 
operated by the same 27 firms in December, 1944. Average sales per store in December, 
1945 were $19,949, 6 per cent above the $18,900 average for the same month of the 
previous year. 


Increases, closely resembling the average gain occurred in most sections of 
the country, with the exception of the Prairie Provinces where sales were 1 per cent 
lower than in December, 1944. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for December, 1944 and 1945 
December, 1944 December, 1945 % Change 
NA GE OR eee ee eee ene Sree Oe mL In Sales 
No. of oie No. of ies December ,1945 
Stores as Stores mang December, 1944 


stores Stores __——feconbor it 


CRNATIN ctsec ce 944 17 ,841 ,886 ge bd 18,292 ,880 + 265 
Maritimes .ececece 43 599,552 42 631 5435 + 5.3 
QUuebeC .ereeoceeee 170 5,760,910 165 3,906 ,659 + 3.9 
Ontario wesecersces 507 9,636 ,131 492 9,882 ,098 + 2.6 
Prairie Provinces 131 2,212,905 126 2,195,025 - 0.9 
British Columbia . 93 16020, 100 92 1,679,760 + Zod 


Independent Stores 


Independent food retailers reported sales 7 per cent higher in December, 
1945 than in December, 1944. In all provinces with the exception of Quebec, the in- 
creases were within two percentage points of the result for Canada as a whole. The 
volume of sales in Quebec stores increased by only 5 per cent in the December com- 
parison. The largest among the regional increases were 9 per cent gains in Ontario, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for December, 1944 and 1945 


No. of No. % Change In Sales 
Stores Reporting December, 1945 
Reporting An Increase December, 1944 
CANADA ccccceccece Leone 781 + 6.6 
METTGAMES ..cceciece 180 105 + 507 
QUEDCC coerce ceceoes 288 174 * 3.35 
PRIGAPLO ccosncssccce $91 265 + 9.4 
Manitoba ..ccrcveccce 86 55 + 6.6 
Saskatchewan .sorcece 60 41 + 8.6 
Alberta wcccccsevcce 102 ve + 9.1 
British Columbia ... 104 69 + 6.0 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JANUARY, 1946 

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
been published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and 
fruits and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins 
on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the 
information on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales 
contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in 
monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


January wholesale grocery sales advanced 13 per cent over January, 1945 
sales and 9 per cent over the volume of business transacted in December, 1945. 
These data are based on returns received from 74 of the larger wholesale grocery 
establishments operating in Canada. The 13 per cent increase reflects an active 
market in all regions of the country, sales increasing 13 per cent in the Mar itime 
Provinces, 8 per cent in Quebec, 16 per cent in Ontario, and 12 per cent in both 
the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia. 


Wholesale fruit and vegetable sales were 23 per cent greater in January, 
1946 than 1945 but January sales declined 22 per cent from the December, 1945 vol- 
ume of trading. January sales were up 5 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and 
Quebec, 39 per cent in Ontario, and 19 per cent in the western provinces. 


Wholesale grocers valued their stocks on hand at the end of January, 1946, 
4 per cent lower than inventories held on the same date of last year, and 1 per cent 
below their stock holdings at the end of December. Inventories at the beginning of 
January are normally 63 per cent in excess of the business transacted during that 
month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of January, 1946, were 7 per cent greater 
than the volume:of January sales, indicating that the inventory position at the be- 
ginning of January was decidedly below the normal situation for that period of the 
year. 


Year's Subscription, $1.00 
Single Copies, 210 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


Per cent change 
Number fen ES, 0) es 
of 
ae 1 January » January, January, 1946 over 
Division firms 1945 1946 January, December, 
reporting 1945 1945 
eee 
CANADA eG Feber aie ue gs 74 19,086 22,045 +12.6 + 8.9 
MarasGimesi swis cscas otetanetors 16 PRAT ANSS 3,059 +12.6 + 9.6 
Quebec aoe GC 27FRe 80H SCHR LE VYOHO él 2,856 3,083 + 8.0 - 9.4 
OnbeuraOxpreteteie <ceisiccceekste 20 Seo all 7,598 415.9 + 8.3 
PY Gh TOS terete ercietet aera sleneters ity Ce Oo Doce +11.5 +19.8 
British Columbia. sis. 6 2,154 3,047 +11.5 + 5.5 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales 


nee (ade 000) Per cent change 
of 

ee firns January, January, January, 1946 over 
Division reporting 1945 1946 °. January, December, 

1945 1945 

$ $ 

CANADA eoose ee 00e8 0006 44 6 ,604 8,103 +22.7 -21.9 

Maritimes and Quebec .. 16 HAS? OS + 4,7 ~34.7 

Ontario eoooervrvovese vee aS 2,063 3,284 +59.0 -10.6 


Western Provinces ..... 13 2,009 Sigal: +192 -26.8 
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Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 


January, 1946 sales of 903 chain store units operated by 24 chain companies 
in the food retailing field were 11 per cent higher than sales of 879 stores operated 
by the same 24 firms in January, 1945. Average sales per store in January, 1946 were 
$17,907, 14 per cent above the $15,748 average for the same month of the previous 
year. 


Sales of chain food stores increased by 16 per cent in the Prairie Prov- 
inces. The 9 per cent gain in Ontario between January of this year and last was lower 
than increases recorded elsewhere. Results for other sections of the country revealed 
gains of 12 or 13 per cent in each case. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for January, 1945- and 1946 
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January, 1945 January, 1946 % Change 
praesent Ee In Sales 
Noo of No. of January ,1946 
Mey ol sisteres, | SALC8 Tt stores os SPER January 1006 
ay a 

CANADA cocscccece 903 14,620,069 Te 879 15,740,088 +10.7 
Maritimes wccccccrecre 41 NSIS) (SYA 40 508 ,202 +11.5 
Quebec coseercre0%000 168 3 5046 ,107 163 3,414,281 +12.1 
WOH LO seovccccssess 507 7 B39 ,o0T 49] 8, 516),05¢ + 8.7 
Prairie Provinces ... 94 1,569,066 93 15815 ,700 +15.7 
British Columbia ..<. 93 1,515,288 92 1,485 ,653 +13.0 
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Independent Stores 


Independent food retailers recorded a 9 per cent increase in sales for Jan- 
uary, 1946 compared with January, 1945. Sales increases in the January comparison 
were much lower in eastern Canada than in Ontario and the western provinces. The 
Maritime Provinces and Quebec recorded gains of 8 and 5 per cent respectively. Apart 
from an outstanding increase of 19 per cent for Saskatchewan, sales moved uniformly 
upward in other provinces, increases over January, 1945 ranging from 10 per cent in 
Manitoba to 13 per cent in Alberta. 


% Comparison of Sales reported for January, 1945 and 1946 
———— eee SS ot —_—— 
' Noe of No. q Change In Sales 
Stores Reporting January, 1946 
Reporting An Increase - January, 1945 
é CANADA s..ssees 1,201 877 aut 1904 
Maritimes eeoooe ec iia: aba: + ech 
Quebec e@eoeeovo0oeo0e00o9 283 183 og Are 
Cu gk or or 382 285 +11.4 
Manitoba ..-ereeeee 89 73 +10.4 
Saskatchewan «coos 59 53 +18.7 
Alberta eeseevoeee ove 00 LOT 83 +12.5 


British Columbia .. 107, 85 +11.5 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, FEBRUARY, roa 
vr ; Sa A ee ee 
Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 

been published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and 
fruits and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins 
on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the 
information on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales 
contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in 
monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Wholesale grocery sales transacted in February, 1946 increased 11 per 
cent over the volume of dollar sales realized in February of last year, according 
to statements received from 76 of the larger wholesale grocery houses operating in 
Canada, but February sales declined 7 per cent from the January level of trading. 
Results analysed on a regional basis showed considerable deviation from the aver- 
age gain. Sales increased 4 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 15 per cent in 
Quebec, 6 per cent in Ontario, 15 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, and 19 per 
cent in British Columbia. 


The wholesale fruit and vegetable trade reported a 26 per cent gain 
in sales in February of this year over last, and sales increased 6 per cent over 
the January volume of trading. These date are based on returns received from 50 
of the larger wholesale fruit and vegetable establishments operating in Canada. 
The trend of wholesale fruit and vegetable trading followed closely that of the 
grocery trade, increases ‘being more pronounced in the western provinces than in 
the east. 


Wholesale grocery inventories at the end of February, 1946, declined 
7 per cent from the value of stocks on hand at the end of February, 1945, and were 
2 per cent lower than the January month-end stock holdings. Inventories at the 
beginning of February are normally 66 per cent in excess of the business trans- 
acted during that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of February, 1946, were 
14 per cent greater than the volume of February sales, indicating that the inven- 
tory position at the beginning of February was decidedly below the normal situa- 
tion for that period of the year. 


Year's Subscription, $1.00 


Single Copies, -10 


BY Obed 


Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


~ Dollar gales 


Number (add 000) Per cent change 
of ee asa oe 
Division firms February, February, February , 1946 over. 
reporting 1945 1946 Februarv, January, 
1945 1946 
‘ $ § 

CANADA os ccecce 76 18,488 20,575 +11.3 - 6.6 
MAYTIGIMGS Siswse sons LY 2,012 2,728 + 4.4 -17.8 
QueDeC aise scene to wen 20 ogade 2,640 +15.2 + 4.0 
ONTAYTLO Sess ec se ees cons) 6,055 6421 + 6.0 -12.6 
Prairies doeovoeeceosre eS. 4,957 5,714 1560 ‘ge eS 
British Columbia ... 6 Ceate 3,072 +19.4 - 0.5 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


Sa 


Dollar Gales 
(add 000) Per cent change 


Number 
Division one February, February, February, 1946 over 
firms 1945 1946 February, January, 
reporting 1945 1946 
$ $ 
CANE I Ret reherete oreo 50 6,958 Seon +26.35 +5216 
Maritimes and Quebec a7. 1,583 py Mes) 412.5 +352, 


Ontario ©rse0 859900 19 A EAS Woy: See +27.5 = 
Western Provinces .. 14 2,509 3,415 433.5 + 


Dal aes 
Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 


February, 1946 sales of 882 chain store units operated by 25 chain compan~ 
jes in the food retailing field were 9 per cent higher than sales of 903 stores Op-= 
erated by the same 25 firms in February, 1945. Average sales per store in February, 
1946 were $17,570,11 per cent above the $15,791 average for the se:ne month of the 
previous year. 


Sales in the western provinces were up 13 per cent over February a year 
ago, while in eastern and central areas the gains were lower and ranged between 7 
and 9 per cent. Results for these two broad divisions would be more similar if 
allowance were made for the reduction in the number of stores operated, all of which 
took place in areas east of the Prairie Provinces. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for February, 1945 and 1946 


ee eS = 


; Y: % Change 
February, 1945 February, 1945 In gales 
Won of 2 q Foster nn vm aaah Core Feb., 1946 
les Sale rem 
a hon Om ator ds sey eet Feb.» 1045 
$ 
PATINA. ws os oo: oe 903 14,259,597 882 15,496 ,416 re yi 
Maritimes e9eoooe00d90do0 41 455,832 40 486 ,266 + Gia 
QUEDEC covcvccersere 170 3,060, 844 164 3,645,072 ae GS 
OMAR O. 64 6086019 6 6.016 506 7 ,066),006 492 8,429 ,625 ee gel 
Preirie Provinces .. 94 1,563,372 94 1,760,406 +12.6 
British Columbia ... 92 1,411,043 92 1,475,047 Tino 
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Independent Stores 

February sales of independent food stores experienced the same increase 
over February of last year as did chain food companies. The increase is also on 4 
par with that which was recorded in the January comparison. Outstanding among the 
results for various provinces was a 22 per cent increase in Saskatchewan. Alberta 
stores also had a prominent increase of 15 per cent. Gains elsewhere were fairly 
close to the average increase for the trade, except in the Maritime Provinces where 


a moderate advance of 4 per cent was recorded. 
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Comparison of Sales Reported For Februery, 1946 and 1946 
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No. of i -' ‘Noo % Change In Sales 

Stores Reporting February, 1946 

Reporting An Increase February , 1945 
. CANADA. .sa% Ie 162 870 Pads 
; Maritimes ..cecsotes 173 99 + 508 
———— Quebec coovesececees 283 208 + 7.6 
j ONCATLO secwaccvcces 383 283 +10.6 
MA€NLtODA socssccwseces 85 67 +10.1 
Saskatchewan .cserce 60 49 +22.0 
BPGArTCh «scare ve vese 102 85 +13.,0 


Bratbish Columbia ... 106 84 hap 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MARCH, 1946 
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Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have 
been published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and 
fruits and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins 
on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the 
information on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales 
contained in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in 
monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


March wholesale grocery sales were 10 per cent greater than the dollar 
_volume of grocery sales transacted in March, 1945 and were valued 8 per cent higher 
than sales realized in February, 1946. These results are based on data received 
from 75 of the larger wholesale grocery establishments operating in Canada. All re= 
gions of the country shared in the 10 per cent gain, sales increasing 6 per cent in 
the Maritime Provinces; 13 per cent in Quebec; 9 per cent in Ontario; 12 per cent in 
the Prairie Provinces; 9 per cent in Rritish Columbia. Total sales for the first 
quarter of this year advanced 11 per cent over the corresponding period of 1945. 


The fruit and vegetable trade reported 26 per cent more sales transe= 
acted in March, 1946 than 1945, and a gain of 23 per cent over February sales. 
Statements received from 46 of the larger wholesale fruit and vegetable houses re= 
vealed the foregoing data. The 26 per cent increase reflects substantial gains in 
Ontario and the western provinces which were partially offset by a smaller gain in 
the Maritime Provinces and Quebec. Sales advanced 33 per cent in Ontario, 29 per 
cent in the western provinces, and 10 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec. 
Cumulative fruit and vegetable sales for the first three months of this year stand 
25 per cent above the Jaénuary=-March period of 1945. 


March month-end wholesale grocery stocks declined 1 per cent from the 
inventories on hand at the end of March, 1945 but were valued 5 per tent higher than 
stocks held at the close of February. Inventories at the beginning of March are 
normally 49 per cent in excess of the volume of business transacted during that 
month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of March, 1946, were 2 per cent below the 
‘volume of March sales, indicating that the inventory position at the beginning of 
March was decidedly below the normal situation for that period of the year. 
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Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 


March, 1946 sales of 888 chain store units operated by 26 chain companies 
in the food retailing field were 9 per cent higher than sales of 908 stores operated 
by the same 26 firms in March, 1945. Average sales per store in March, 1946 were 
$20,713, 11 per cent above the $18,653 average for the same month of the previous 
year. 


Increases in dollar sales were highest in western Canada, amounting to 13 
per cent in the Prairie Provinces and 10 per cent in British Columbia, In eastern 
sections of the country gains tapered down to 9 per cent in Ontario, 7 per cent in 
Quebec and 2 per cent in the Maritime Provinces. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for March, 1945 and 1946 
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Independent food merchants reported sales which averaged 5 per cent higher 
in March this year than last, the gain being somewhat smaller than that for chain 
firms in the same month. Stores operating in the Prairie Provinces experienced 
highest gains, but there was wide divergence in the extent of sales increases even 
within that area. Saskatchewan stores had an increase of 17 per cent followed by 
gains of 13 per cent in Alberta and 8 per cent in Manitoba, The increase in British 
Columbia was 4 per cent, a much smaller gain than was reported by chain companies in 
that province. In eastern areas, increases were as followss 6 per cent in Ontario; 
3 per cent in Quebec and 1 per cent in the Maritime Provinces. 


Comparison of Sales Reported For March, 1945 and 1946 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, APRIL, 1946 
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Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re-~ 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do= 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informa= 
tion on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. | 


Wholesale Trade 


The dollar volume of sales transacted by wholesale grocers in April, 1946 
advanced 14 per cent over April, 1945 and one per cent over March, 1946 sales, ac=- 
cording to statements received from 75 of the larger wholesale grocery establish- 
ments operating in Canada. While each region of the country reported increased tra-~ 
ding activities, gains were smaller in the eastern areas of the country than in 
Ontario and the western provinces. Sales increased 5 per cent in the Maritime Prov- 
inces, 12 per cent in Quebec, 14 per cent in Ontario, 18 per cent in the Prairie 
Provinces, and 17 per cent in British Columbia. 


April wholesale fruit and vegetable sales gained 26 per cent this year 
over last and were 8 per cent higher than the March, 1946 volume of trading. These 
results are based on reports received from 49 of the larger wholesale fruit and 
vegetable houses in Canada. Substantial gains were recorded by each region, sales 
increasing 17 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec, 29 per cent in Ontario, 
and 30 per cent in the western provinces. 


Wholesale grocery stocks at the end of April fell 3 per cent below the 
inventories held on the same date of 1945, and 5 per cent below the March month-end 
stock holdings. Inventories at the beginning of April are normally 55 per cent in 
excess of the volume of business transacted during that month. Stocks on hand at 
the beginning of April, 1946, were 6 per cent below the volume of April sales, in- 
dicating that the inventory position at the beginning of April was below the normal 
situation for that period of the year. 
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Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 
April, 1946 sales of 874 chain store units operated by 24 chain companies in the 
food retailing field were 13 per cent higher than sales of 893 stores operated by the 
same 24 firms in April, 1945. Average sales per store in April, 1946 were $19,111, 
16 per cent above the $16,496 average for the same month of the previous year. 


Chain food stores in British Columbia had larger increases than had those located 
elsewhere, as sales volume moved 18 per cent ahead of that for April of last year. 
The Prairie Provinces followed with an increase of 15 per cent. Slightly lower in- 
creases of 13 per cent occurred in Ontario and Quebec, while a comparatively moderate 
advance of 8 per cent was reported for the Maritime Provinces. The results for On=- 
tario and Quebec would conform more closely with those for the western provinces if 
average sales per store were used as the basis of measurement. There was a slight re- 
duction in the number of Quebec and Ontario chain stores in operation in 1946 compare 
with last year. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for April, 1945 and 1946 
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CANADA ccocccccces 893 14,730,490 874 16,703 ,296 413 64 
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Independent Stores 


Retail sales by independent food stores averaged 12 per. cent higher for the 
country as a whole in April this year compared with last. Saskatchewan continued 
somewhat ahead of other provinces in the rate of increase, with sales 20 per cent 
higher in April of this year than last. Other sizable increases were those Ore ry 
per cent for Alberta and 15 per cent for both Manitoba and Ontario. British Colun-= 
bia independent stores had a somewhat smaller increase in business than did chain 
stores in that province, sales being up 11 per cent over April, 1945. Smallest in~ 
creases were those for Quebec and the Maritime Provinces which amounted to 9 and 7 
per cent respectively. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for April, 1945 and 1946 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MAY, 1946 

Indexes ‘reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 

published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 

and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 

tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do- 

minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informa- 

tion on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained 

in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


May wholesale food sales showed marked expansions over May, 1945, the 
wholesale grocery trade advancing 16 per cent and the fruit and vegetable trade 25 


‘per cent. These data are based on statements received from 79 of the larger whole- 
sale grocery: establishments and 46 wholesale fruit and vegetable merchants. These 


increases fall in line with the general pattern of wholesale trading witnessed in 
May, the composite unadjusted index of May, 1946, sales rising to a level consider- 
ably higher than that recorded for any month in recent years. 


The wholesale grocery trade had an active market in all regions of the 
country, although the sales expansion was smaller in the Maritime Provinces than 
elsewhere. Wholesale grocery sales increased 6 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 
17 per cent in Quebec, 16 per cent in Ontario, 17 per cent in the Prairie Prov- 
inces, and’ 23 per cent in British Columbia in May of this year over last. May whole- 
sale grocery sales advanced 15 per cent over the April, 1946, volume of trading. 


Wholesale fruit and vegetable sales maintained a high level of trading in 
all regions of the country in May, 1946 over 1945, sales advancing 11 per cent in the 
Maritime Provinces and Quebec, 26 per cent in Ontario, and 42 per cent in British 
Columbia. Sales for the month were valued 5 per cent higher than the dollar value 
of trading transacted in April, 1946. 


The inventory position at the end of May increased 4 per cent over May, 
1945, but declined 1 per cent from the stocks held at the end of April, 1946. Inven- 
tories at the end of May are normally 26 per cent in excess of the volume of busi- 
ness transacted during that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of May, 1946, 
were 17 per cent below the volume of May sales, indicating that the inventory posi- 
tion at the beginning of May was decidedly below the normal situation for that period 
of the year. 
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Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 


May, 1946 sales of 877 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies in the 
food retailing field were 9 per cent higher than sales of 891 stores operated by the 
same 25 firms in May, 1945. Average sales per store in May, 1946 were $19,920, 1l 
per cent above the $17,934 average for the same month of the previous year. 


A 20 per cent increase in chain food store sales for British Columbia was out- 
standing. Increases elsewhere amounted to 14 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 11 
per cent in Quebec, 6 per cent in Ontario and 4 per cent in the Maritime Provinces. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for May, 1945 and 1946 
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Retail sales by independent food stores averaged 11 per cent higher for the 
country as a whole in May this year compared with last. The large increases which 
have characterized results for Saskatchewan in recent months continued in May when 
sales in that province were 22 per cent above May, 1945 volume. Other provinces re- 
cording increases above the average result were Alverta, 14 per cent, and Ontario, 


13 per cent. Increases in other areas ranged downwards to a low of 7 per cent in 


British Columbia. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for May, 1945 and 1946 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JUNE, 1946 

AE Lit PE TATE GES Lp ECM TE RTE spares om 

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 

published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on ree 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do- 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informa- 
tion on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Wholesale food sales were valued considerably higher in June of this year 


than last, the grocery trade increasing by 7 per cent and the fruit and vegetable 


trade by 18 per cent. The foregoing results are based on statements received from 
70 of the larger grocery establishments and 47 fruit and vegetable merchants opera-= 
ting in Canada. 


The 7 per cent increase over June, 1945 Lats by the wholesale grocery 
trade results from substantially above averave increases in the Prairie Provinces 
and British Columbia partially offset by declines in ies Maritime Provinces and Que= 
bec. A comparison of sales by regions for June, 1946 and 1945, is as follows; Mari- 
time Provinces, -1 per cent; Quebec, -5 per cent; Ontario, +9 per cent; Prairie 
Provinces, +14 per cent; and British Columbia, +12 per cent. June grocery sales fell 
7 per cent below the volume of trading in May, while total sales for the first half 
of the year averaged 11 per cent higher than those made in the first six-month period 
of 1945. 


Fruit and vegetable wholesalers thrgughout the country shared in the 18 per 
cent gain in June of this year over last. The western provinces again led with an 
advance of 26 per cent, followed by Ontario at 13 per cent and the Maritime Provinces 
and Quebec at 12 per cente Compared with the ‘preceding month, June sales were 2 per 
cent lower, while ageregate sales for the January-June period of this year were 24 
per cent greater than for the same months of 1945. 


Stocks reported on hand by wholesale grocers at the end of June were valued 
5 per cent higher than on June 30, 1945, but were 4 per cent below the inventories 
held on May 31, 1946. Inventories at the beginning of June are normally 20 per cent 
in excess of the volume of business transacted during that month. Stocks on hand at 
the beginning of June, 1946, were 1 per cent below the volume of June sales, indicating 
that the inventory position at the beginning of Jume this year was below the normal 
situation for that period of the year. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales 


inber (add 000) Per cent change 
of 
; Year=to- 
Division. firms June , June, June, 1946 over date ,1946 
reporting 1945 1946 June, May , Pia Hae ie 
1945 1946 vearceos 
date ,1945 
CANADIAN “erctelels oleic sie 70 22,084 203 5 (LAGI + 754 mire) +11.1 
Maritimes 0000902090000 ial 3,241 wri eh i eA: Ls! 4.9 + Seas) 
Quebec CoS F798 H BLK LOB 19 2,949 ent 92 <a 5d =19.1 + 9,0 
ORGAO nt tetahere teveneceercnareie (Oe Ou 7,740 + 950 285 1/ +1 Oe fF 
PPOLG TGS tre cis cresid a ctarors We yee laces Groce +14.1 = 602 414.5 
Bruprsh Columbia -.... 6 3,080 5,461 +12.4 = 0,5 +13.7 
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Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
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a Dollar Sales 


Number (add 000) Per cent change 
reece June 5 June , June, 1946 over Year-to- 
rife feos reporting 19465 1946 June , May » date ,1946 
1945 1946 Year-to- 
Seen comet date ,1945 
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CANADA eoo00000000 47 10,530 Wont +1 7o8 = 0 +24 .,0 
Maritimes and Quebec . 16 2,468 aed Gor +11.6 +10.4 +12.8 
Ontario ece@eere e200 8 82 0 @ is 4,031 4,554 +13.0 =. 9.9 419.1 
Western Provinces .... 14 4,031 5,093 +26.3 + 4.4 +28.4 
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Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 


June, 1946 sales of 876 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies in 
the food retailing field were 8 per cent higher than sales of 887 stores operated by 
the same 25 firms in June, 1945. Average sales per store in June, 1946 were $20,985, 
9 per cent above the $19,243 avcrage for the same month of the previous year. 


The largest increase in chain food store sales was recorded in British Co- 
lumbia where trading stood 14 per cent higher than in June, 1945, This was followed 
closely by the Prairie Provinces with a gain of 10 per cent. Increases elsewhere 
were 7 per cent in Ontario, 6 per cent in Quebec and 4 per cent in the Maritime 
Provinces. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for June, 1940 and 1946 


June, 1945 June, 1946 THightes 

No. ‘of eries No. of Saled June, 1946 

Stores Stores June, 1945 
CANADA ecccccoos 887 17,068 ,824 876 18 ,382 ,946 edd 
Maritimes o.ccccoeee 32 anaes] a: 33 538 ,588 + 4,0 
Quebec @ooeee@03200909000 165 ere oe ere Me! 164 Shits Olic ns Ore 
MOTAFLO cesesecesess 495 9,176,732 486 9,806 ,668 + 6,9 
Prairie Provinces .. 103 2,149,648 101 2,065,986 +10.1 
British Columbia .-. 92 1,663 ,450 92 1,894 ,092 +13.9 
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Independent Stores 


Retail sales by independent food stores in June were 5 per cent higer for 
the country as a whole than in the same month of 1945. Increases in Saskatchewan 
and Alberta were somewhat higher than the average standing at 13 and 15 per cent, 
respectively. Other provinces showing smaller gains were Manitoba and British Co- 
lumbia 9 per cent and Ontario 6 per cent, while Quebec and the Maritime Provinces 
were practically unchanged from last year. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for June, 1945 and 1946 


eee eee 
No. of Noo % Change In Sales 
Stores Reporting June, 1946 
Reporting An Increase June, 1945 
“CANADA ceccceoss 1,250 738 t <She OD 
Maritimes wercccoersoe 188 85 + 1.4 
Quebec eeeeecvcovece 282 142 = 0.1 
DHA EET. O\ sig e's, 0's vfs e ore 6 387 255 + 6.2 
Manitoba .cccccccces 88 63 + 9n1 
Saskatchewan eeccoee 66 51 +13.3 
Alberta ces ccecswvce 105 87 +14.5 
British Columbia ... 114 x: Lo + 8.8 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JULY, 1946 
“x pee 

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
ani vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Branch of the Do- 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informa- 
tion on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Wholesale food sales in July showed substantial increases in volume over 
July of last year, the wholesale grocery trade advancing 18 per cent while sales in 
the fruit and vegetable trade were up 15 per cent. These results are based on 
statements received from 76 of the larger grocery wholesalers and 44 wholesale fruit 
and vegetable dealers. 


The 18 per cent average increase over 1945 in the grocery trade for Canada 
was a result of fairly constant rises in sales in all parts of the country. Whole- 
sale grocery sales increased 19 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and Ontario, 18 
per cent in the Prairies and British Columbia, while only a slightly lower increase 
of 15 per cent was recorded for Quebec. July sales in the wholesale grocery trade 

‘were 9 per cent above those for June, while the first seven months of 1946 showed 
a gain of 13 per cent over the corresponding period last year. 


Sales of fruits and vegetables in Canada in July, 1946 increased 15 per cent 
over July, 1945 but were practically unchanged from June of this year. Fruit and 
vegetable sales for the year to date were 22 per cent higher than in the first seven 
months of 1945. The western provinces and Ontario showed marked increases in sales, 
the former being up 24 per cent and the latter, 19 per cent. A decrease in sales of 

fruits and vegetables of 8 per cent was recorded for the Maritime Provinces and Quebec. 


Wholesale grocery stocks on hand at the end of July, 1946 were 14 per cent 
higher than at July 30, 1945, but were valued one per cent below those on hand at the 
end of June. Inventories at the beginning of July are normally 7 per cent in excess 
of the volume of business transacted in that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning 
of July, 1946 were 14 per cent below the volume of July sales, indicating that the 
inventory position at the beginning of July this year was below the normal situation 
for that period. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales 
Per cent change 


Number (add 000) 
of eer bi ree 
brn ache firms July July July, 1946 over Year-to-. 
Division reporting 1945 1946 July June date 1946 
1945 1946 Year-to- . 


a emer oat 1 


ate ,1945 


ions, Htatulerinmacminsnitn si EO 


CANADA coccoeeoe 76 21,950 25,848 +17.9 # 8.6 D2 5, 
Ma risSames sich 'e/sielsl eels sve Ly 3,079 3,678 +19.4 +127 Te. 
Quewes 51.7. cles sis'e alelacs « 20 3,597 3,908 +15.0 +1758 “410.7 
OniteriO tat cients cicloleieiets él 6 ,853 8,145 +18.9 ea O 412.4 
PRA EOI, choke cide étele 12 5.751 6,768 +17.7 + 9.8 +15.4 
British Columbia .... 6 2,850 3,549 +17.5 - 4.2 +15.7 
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Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Oollar Sales 


Gee 000) Per -cent change 


Number i fae g See... sae 
of Year=to- 
rhea P July July July, 1946 over = 
Division firms 1945 1946 aly — date ,1946 
reporting 1945 1946 Year=-to- 
f date ,1945 
$ $ 
GMAT Ah pacieeae 44 11,799 13 ,513 +14.5 + 002 +21.9 
Maritimes and Quebec . 13 2y19e 2,079 - 7.6 2769 + 8.5 
Ontario oecooovaoeagcnovoeo0d iy 4,262 o,052 +18.5 + 8.8 +24.7 
Western Provinces ..c. 14 4,745 5,882 +2309 +059 +276 
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Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 
July, 1946 sales of 869 chain store units operated by 24 chain companies in 
the food retailing field were 15 per cent higher than sales of 878 stores operated by 
the same 24 firms in July, 1945. Average sales per store in July, 1946 were $19,909, 
16 per cent above the $17,216 average for the same month of the previous year. 


Quebec chain food store sales registered a greater increase than those in 
other regions of the country, standing 17 per cent above July, 1945. Ontario followed 
with a gain of 15 per cent. The other areas, the Prairie Provinces, Maritime Prov- 
inces and British Columbia, showed fairly uniform gains of 13 per cent, 12 per cent 
and 11 per cent respectively. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for July, 1945 and 1946 


ne 2a 
% Change 


July, 1945 July, 1946 


oF & In Sales 
Norns Sales No. of Sales July, 1946 
Stores $ Stores $ July, 1945 
CANADA +occccesce 878 15 0115,640 seh 869 - ne 78005586 aes 
Varitimes o9e@ee600600 Oe 502,166 Ks) 562 » 956 r12.1 
Quebec .eceeseescccs 165 S502 082 164 S,6a0soLT +16.9 
GnGE VO s « cielec s bclcee 494 8,120,696 486 9,319,270 +14.8 
Prairie Provinces .o. 95 1,904 ,479 94 2 503257 +1209 
British Columbia .-.- 92 1,485,917. 92 1,642 ,606 +1005 
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Independent Stores 


Sales of independent food stores for the country as a whole were 9 per cent 
higher than in July last year. The Prairie Provinces and Ontario somewhat exceeded 
this average with increases of 15 per cent in Alberta, 14 per cent in Manitoba and ng 
per cent in Saskatchewan and Ontario. British Columbia was on a par with Canada, while 
in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec smaller increases of 8 per cent and 5 per cent 
were recorded. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for July, 1945 and 1946 


a 
No. of NO. A Change In Sales 

Stores Reporting July, 1946 

Reporting An Increase July, 1945 
CANADA o-cceeveoe 1 ,ee0 857 + 9.1 
Maritimes ..--scccecs 185 122 + 7.8 
QUEbDEC coeccesecosce 290 178 + 4.5 
Ontario .sccecsccccce 390 282 411.2 
Manitoba ..cccescseo 86 68 +14.1 
Saskatchewan .coocees 68 47 +11.3 
Alberta .--sccccccee 100 82 415.4 

British Columbia ... 102 78 + 9o4 _ 
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ae IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, AUGUST, 1946 
Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Section of the Do- 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informa- 
tion on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Dollar volume of wholesale food sales in Canada continued through the month 
of August to show increases over the corresponding month of 1945 according to state- 
ments received from 75 of the larger grocery wholesalers and 45 wholesalers of fruits 
and vegetables. Wholesale sales volume in the grocery trade was 19 per cent above 
that for August, 1945, while sales of fruit and vegetable establishments increased by 


12 per cent. 


Wholesale grocers in all regions of the country reported increases in sales 
volume in August this year compared with last. Those in the Maritime Provinces re= 
ported a less-than-average gain of 8 per cent over August, 1945, while the largest 
increase was registered in Ontario where sales were 27 per cent higher in August than 
in the same month of last year. Wholesale grocery sales were up 17 per cent from 
1945 in the Prairie Provinces, 18 per cent in Quebec, and 19 per cent in British Co- 
lumbia. Compared with July, 1946, sales in the wholesale grocery trade for Canada as 
a whole increased 3 per cent, while the cumulative total for the first eight months 
of 1946 was 14 per cent above that for the corresponding period of 1945. 


Sales of fruits and vegetables in Canada increased 12 per cent over August, 
1945, with the Western Provinces showing the largest gain of 20.5 per cent. Whole- 
salers of fruits and vegetables in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec reported an in- 
crease of 2.5 per cent, while those in Ontario had sales 7 per cent higher than in 
August a year ago. A 5 per cent decrease in sales from July, 1946 was registered 
for Canada as a whole, the increase of 15 per cent in the Western Provinces being off- 
set by decreases of 15 per cent in Ontario and 24 per cent in the Maritime Provinces 
and Quebec. Cumulative sales for the first eight months of 1946 were 20 per cent 


‘higher than those for the corresponding period of 1940. 


The value of stocks held by wholesale grocers at the end of August, 1946 
was 17 per cent higher than at the same date last year, and was only slightly lower 
than at the end of July. Inventories at the beginning of August are normally 11 per 
cent in excess of the volume of business transacted during that month. Stocks on 
hand at the beginning of August were valued 17 per cent below the sales volume for 


oe 
the month, indicating that the inventory position at the beginning of August this 
year was considerably below the normal situation for that period. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


| an * 7 4° Dollar Seles a 
Number (add 000) Per cent change 
of 
Division firms August August August, 1946 over Year-to- 
reporting 1945 1946 ugust july) oe 
1945 1946 Year-to- 
$ $ date,1945 
CANADA «+eseceeoe 75 2 eics 25,109 +18.9 eas: +1306 
Maritimes e©ovveoe0008 16 3,060 3,018 + 8.4 im? 6.9 + ae 
QusteCIteey Sods bla el 3,516 3,905 Pa 7 + °2.5 412.2 
Ontario @escoooeeese goo 20 5,881 7 5464 +26.9 + 9.4 +14.3 
PYALP4 GEL s sities sete eo ure ae 5,948 6 ,960 1G. + 1.0 +15.7 
British Columbia .... 6 pegel 3,462 Pioee + Seo +16.1 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales : 


(add 000) Per cent change 
Number vaPe “Sinan 
Division of August Augus t August, 1946 over Year-to- 
firms 1945 1946 August July Gate,1946 
reporting 1945 1946 Year-to- 
$ é date ,1945 
CANADA ‘sccscccrco's 45° 10,954 125,253 +11.9 - 4.9 +2024 
Maritimes and Quebec . digg 2,337 2,395 #2205 ~24.0 + 8.3 
OnGalr VOM ecciscis atelstels sere ie 3,770 4,018 + 6.6 -14.7 422.3 
0.5 


Western Provinces .... Va 4,847 5, 840 +20. 413.2 +26.8 
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Retail Sales 
Chain Stores. 

August, 1946 sales of 870 chain store units operated by 24 chain companies 
in the food retailing field were 24 per cent higher than sales of 879 stores operated 
by the same 24 firms in August, 1945, Average sales per store in August, 1946 were 
$21,890, 25 per cent above the $17,500 average for the same month of the previous 
yeare | 


Sales of chain food stores showed very uniform increases in all parts of 
the country. The Maritime Provinces, Quebec and Ontario did 25 per cent more busi- 
ness in August of this year than last, while the Prairie Provinces and British Co- 
lumbia showed gains of 19 per cent. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for August, 1945 and 1946 
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% Change 


August, 1945 August, 1946 In Sales 
No. of 9 No. of . Auge ,1946 
Ys ° Sales Ce 

Stores polos Stores $ Auge 51945 
CANADA cceoccecce 879 15,382,841 870 19,043 , 968 +238 
Maritimes ..cseccece 32 : 488,551 52 610,625 +250 
QUEDEC ceoecccccccvce 165 BLT6 7o50 164 3,983 ,828 +2504 
Ontario coccecccvece 495 8. thr 687 488 10,222,499 +2535 
Prairie Provinces .. 95 2,029 ,490 94 2,405,566 +18.5 
British Columbia ... 92 550,278 92 1,821,450 +19.0 


Independent Stores 


Sales of independent food stores for the country as a whole were 15 per cent 
higher than in August last year This gain, however, was surpassed by the Prairie 
Provinces and Ontario. Alberta lead the other regions with a‘sales expansion of 22 
per cent, while Manitoba followed with an increase of 18 per cent, Ontario. and. Saskat- 
chewan 15 per cent, the Maritime Provinces‘and British Columbia 12 per cent and Quebec 
9 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for August, 1945 and 1946 


ns 


Se ee 
No. of No. % Change In Sales 


Stores Reporting August, 1946 

Reporting. An Increase August, 1945 
CANADA ccccccecee 1,195 928 +13.4 
Maritimes .-seccccooe 175 Well +11.9 
Quebec cescecececece 265 190 ° + 8.9 
Ontario ceccccscoecs 386 $01 #1501 
Manitoba .cosceccooce 86 Th +17.9 
Saskatchewan .o.ccce Gi 57 +14.7 
Alberta cccoccccrcee 102 89 +21.5 
British Columbia ooo 114 a 87 . +12.1 
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eels TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, SEPTEMBER, 1946 
a Oa ET AE TC ee aes a et 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Statistics of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the inform- 
ation on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 
Sales of wholesale grocers in Canada in September, 1946, were 24 per cent 

higher than in the same month of 1945 and only one per cent below August when the 

highest volume since this series began was recorded. These figures are based on state- 

ments received from 74 of the larger grocery wholesalers in Canade. The gain over last 

year was general throughout the country, Ontario and Quebec showing the greatest ex= 

- pansion with increases of 31 per cent and 29 per cent respectively. British Columbia 

wholesalers, with a gain of 26 per cent over September, 1945, had the highest volume 

of business for any month since the inception of this series. Grocery sales in the 

Maritime Provinces were 19 per cent higher than last year, but dropped 3 per cent from 

the August level. Wholesalers in the Prairies, while recording a decrease of 2 per 

cent from August, had an increase in dollar volume of business over September, 1945, 

of 16 per cent. The cumulative totals for the year to date indicate that 1946 sales 

of wholesale grocers in Canada were 15 per cent higher than in the corresponding period 

of last year. 


The dollar volume of sales in the wholesale fruit and vegetable trade in 
Canada increased 2 per cent over the already high volume of September last year, ac- 
cording to reports received from 48 of the larger dealers. A slight decrease was reg- 
istered in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec, while sales in Ontario dropped 7 per 
cent from last year. Wholesalers of fruits and vegetables in the Western Provinces 
reported an increase of 9 per cent over September, 1945, a considerably less marked 
increase than the 21 per cent recorded in August, 1946 over 1945. A comparison of 
August and September sales reveal an increase of 52 per cent in dollar volume in the 
Maritimes, with a drop of 15 per cent in Ontario and 14 per cent in the Western Prov- 
inces. Cumulative sales for the first nine months of 1946 were 18 per cent higher 
than those for the corresponding period of 1945. 


Wholesale grocers! stocks on hand at the end of September, 1946, were valued 
27 per cent above those held at the same date last year, and 8 per cent higher than at 
the end of August. Inventories at the beginning of September are normally 10 per cent 
in excess of sales for the month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of September this 
year were valued 16 per cent below the sales volume for that month, indicating that 
the inventory position at the beginning of September this year was considerably below 
the normal situation for that period. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


ollar sales 


rahe (add 000) Per cent change 
of 
Division firms Septes Sept., Sept., 1946 over Year-to- 
reporting 1945 1946 Sept., Auge, date ,1946 
m 1945 1946 Year-to- 
$ $ date,1945 
CANADA®so7s 00's 6 o'e's 74 20,3564 25,243 _ +24.0 - 1.2 +14.7 
Maritimes ¢s\s's'ss's és ss 17 2,854 3,408 +19.4 - 3.3 + 9.0 
QUEHOC, sslaey aie ek oes 04 20 3,214 4,142 +28.9 + 5.1] +14.2 
OBES LOM Nears 6 x oiare wale 19 5,492 7,174 +30.6 - 4.5 +15.5 
PPG LOSS aise alelors oreo oe ig 5,913 6 ,884 +16.4 - 2.3 +15.8 
British Columbia .... 6 2,291 3,655 +2557 +10.9 a Ha 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


i nr et oe 


Dollar Sales 


Number (add 000) 


of 


Per cent change 


Division firms Sept., Sept., Sept., 1946 over eae 
reporting 1945 1S46 Sept., Auge, ae 
1945 1946 a ies 
date ,1945 
SP RRR Bp oh SSAA Be ye pcr ane meee tp Ne SNES 
ANABA Salheods coe. 48 10,610 10,815 + 1.9 = Sith. oacthOeG 
Maritimes and Quebec . 16 Per OLS 2,020 ree (+52.0 + Tel 
Cntario eoooeovee ao oe re 18 3,004 5,298 Va wes 14.6 +18.8 
Western Provinces 2.0.5 14 S.OcTl 5497 - +93 -14,2 “423.9 


Sas ie ink 

Retail Sales 

Chain Stores 
. September, 1946 sales of 868 chain store units operated by 22 chain com- 

panies in the food retailing field were 7 per cent higher than sales of 874 stores 

operated by the same 22 firms in September, 1945. Average sales per store in Septem- 
ber, 1946 were $18,566, 8 per cent above the $17,222 average for the same month of 
the previous year. 


The largest among the regional increases for chain food stores are in east- 
ern Canadian areas. A gain of 1] per cent in the Maritime Provinces was followed by 
increases of 9 per cent in Quebec and 7 per cent in Ontario. Increases in the 
Prairie Provinces and British Columbia fell slightly below the average result. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for September, 1945 and 1946 


a 


% Change 
September, 1945 September, 1946 In Sales 
pEMOMOTE tL RRE GS enon pelea HOLY Apel, avedi eit) © BBG bly (eto 
SI etien bar torent, es Stbres st UTE Roper ome 
ra 
CANADA «+++-++e00 874 15,051,985 868 16,115,596 Pelee 
Maritimes ..-ecsersee 52 457 ,820 52 508 ,045 +11.0 
QUEDEC oeccecrcceees 165 3,167,493 165 3,463 ,841 + 9.4 
Ontario .ssrccoecees 496 7,966,106 - 492 8,530,895 ae, 
Prairie Provinces .. 89 159567, 751 87 2,024 ,816 + 3.5 
_ British Columbia o-. 92 1,508 ,815 92 1,587,999 + 5.6 


_ Independent Stores 


Sales of independent food stores in September showed almost the same avere- 
age increase as did food chains. The pattern of the regional results differs some- 
what, however, the larger gains occurring in western sections of the country. Gains 
in the four western provinces ranged between 7 and 10 per cent, Ontario stores 

-averaged 6 per cent above September, 1945, while increases in Quebec and in the 
Maritime Provinces amounted to 4 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for September, 1945 and 1946 


——— 


No. oO Oo ® Change In Sales 

Stores Reporting September, 1946 

Reporting An Increase September, 1945 
CANADA .-ceceoe 1,204 736 + 5.9 
Maritimes cccceece 176 86 + 3.9 
Quebec ceccccceces ry da 158 a AY 
Ontario .ccccccees 376 219 + 6.4 
' Manitoba ...ceceee 84 62 + 9.6 
Saskatchewan ..coo 68 50 + 8.9 
“Alberta .rccccccos 109 78 "658 
British Columbia . 114 83 + 8.6 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, OCTOBER, 1946 
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—— 

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery end fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular menthly bulletins on re- 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Statistics of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the inform- 
ation on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


The dollar volume of sales of wholesale grocers during October, 1946 was 
22 per cent higher than in the same month last year and 11 per cent above that for 
the month of September, 1946, according to statements received from 74 of the larger 
wholesale grocers throughout Canada. Gains were recorded in all sections of the 
country. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were up 11 per cent over 1945, while the 
other regions reported more substantial increases ranging between 22 and 26 per cent, 
Aggregate sales for the first ten months of 1946 were 16 per cent greater than in 
the corresponding perioc last year. 


Sales of fruits and vegetables showed a more varied experience according to 
reports from 49 of the larger wholesalers in this trade. Decreases of 9 per cent re- 
ported for the Maritime Provinces and Quebec and of 7 per cent for Ontario were off- 
set by a gain of 12 per cent in dollar volume of sales in the Western Provinces, with 
the result that sales for Canada as e whole showed practically no change from last 
year. October sales of fruits and vegetables dropped 4 per cent from the September 
level, while sales for the year to date stood 16 per cent above those. for the corres= 
ponding period in 1945. 


Stocks held by wholesale grocers at the end of October, 1946 were valued 
32 per cent higher than at the same date last year and 13 per cent above those on 
hand at the end of September, 1946. Inventories at the beginning of October are 
normally 17 per cent in excess of sales for that month. This year, stocks on hand 
at the beginning of October were valued 17 per cent below the sales volume for that 
month, indicating that the inventory position was still considerably below the normal 
situation. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Number (add 000) Per cent change 


of 
2ar-to- 
firms October October Oct., 1946 over so ae tie 
Division reporting 1945 1946 Octe Sept. “Voarrter 
1945 1946 


date, 1945 
PTE a ee I aan Sey Pee eee ee De TTS 


GUUADA Ge s-ns es c'e e's 74 23 ,388 28 ,501 +21.9 +11.0 +15.5 
Maritimes ss. ssccccess 17 3,326 3,706 +11.4 +14.8 + 9.3 
OuSwaCar co lnceses sess 19 % 394 4271 +25.8 +20.5 +15.7 
OIG LO fer cs clescce ea aiele 20 7 262 8,891 +22.1 +10.5 +16.3 
Prairias ©. sii. oo Bot 12 6,322 7,840 +24.0 +10.1 +16.7 
British Columbia .... 6 3,064 3,793 +238 + 3.3 +17.9 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales 


Number (add 000) A pd ES A 
of A GAT RATER ST Re Ree ae ae 
firms October October Oct. , 1946 over fee 
Division reporting 1945 1946 Dots) ase hertins ee 
1945 1946 ON om 
$ $s date, 1945 
CAMADA Lee he uses hao LIM TSE aes le OO (a) ry high +16.0 
Maritimes and Quebec . M7, 2.019 A COM - 9.4 -21,0 EES 
Mmbarloi.ita ws ob vis temas 1g 4,157 5 Ras | 486. 6 ra ol Eric! 
Western Provinces .... 14 4,380 4,898 salt aL ests - 4.3 nA SS 


— 


(a) Unchanged. 


ae Be 
Retail Sales 
Chein Stores 


October, 1946 sales of 874 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies 
in the food retailing field were 12 per cent higher than sales of 880 stores operated 
by the same 26 firms in October, 1945. Average sales per store in October, 1946 were 
$20,052, 13 per cent above the $17,812 average for the same month of the previous year. 


Increases in chain food stores were very uniform throughout all regions. 
British Columbia alone surpassed the average for the country as a whole by one per 
cent, while all othcr regions showed increases of lé per cent over last year, except 
the Maritime Provinces where the gain was 11 per cent. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for October, 1945 and 1946" 
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vil % Change 


October, 1945 October, 1946 In Sales 

“Yo. of Sao ce he Te ee OOK. 5: 1946 

Stores petes eeenes mauSe Geb, oad 
GOATEADAN sis16 6 siete. 880 15,674 ,357 874 274 525.80) +11.8 
Men INCE 1s) 5 oe 901s)0 OF 2 454,124 32 503 ,445 +10.9 
QUEbEG .occccccecere 1S 344714000 165 3 ,G6a,0co cee aw g 
Gade NOmrs «cles 6.0 * 9.8 497 8000 51.06 493 9,355 ,462 rile 
Prairie Provinces ,. 94 LAI yerehe! 93 2,125,484 ae 
Bracish Columbia <.. 92 1,462 ,445 $7 1,658 ,085 +13.4 


Independent Stores 


Independent food stores did 10 per cent more business in October this year 
than last. The largest increase was one of 14 per cent in Manitoba. This was 
closely followed by Ontario, Alberta, Saskatchewan, British Columbia and Quebec 
where increases ranged from 13 down to 9 per cent. The Maritime Provinces showed 
the smallest gain, sales being up only 6 per cent over October 8 year ago. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for October, 1945 and 1946 


a A Ne 


No. of No. % Change in Sales 
Stores Reporting October, 1946 
Reporting An Increase October, 1945 
CANADA cvcccees 1,237 888 oO Gra eee 

Maritimes .wccorece 184 108 +°539 

Quebec ...-ccvseece 289 202 + 8.8 

CATAPIO .escccccse 388 296 +12.8 

Manitoba .eescecce BE 73 +1329 

Saskatchewan ..ee.- 71 54 +10.7 

Alberta weseeecoes L112 86 +11.9 

British Columbia .. LOT ; 69 + 9.9 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, NOVEMBER, 1946 

Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re-~ 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Statistics of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the inform- 
ation on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Dollar sales of wholesale grocers in November, 1946 were 18 per cent greater 
than in November, 1945, but dropped 7 per cent below the volume transacted in October, 
1946. These figures are based on statements received from 76 of the larger wholesale 
grocers in Canada. All regions of the country had a share in the general increase 

‘over last year. Seles in the Maritime Provinces were up 14 per cent, in Ontario, 15 
per cent, and in Quebec, 19 per cent. Slightly greater increases of 22 per cent and 
23 per cent were recorded for the Prairies and British Columbia respectively. Cumu- 
lative sales transacted in the January-November period of 1946 were 16 per cent above 

_ those for the corresponding period of 1945. 


November. wholesale sales of fruits and vegetables reported by 48 of the 
larger wholesalers in this trade showed an overall decrease for Canada of 35 per cent 
from November a year ago. The October-November comparison revealed a drop of 9 per. 
cent in dollar volume of sales between the two months. The trend between November , 
1945 and November, 1946 varied in the different regions of the country. Wholesalers 
of -fruits and vegetables in the Maritime Provinces registered a drop of 5 per cent 
in sales, those in Ontario, a decrease of 13 per cent while dealers in the Western 
provinces reported an increase of 11 per cent. Sales for the year to date were 14 
‘ per cent in advance of those for the corresponding period of 1945. 


: Wholesale grocers' stocks at the end of November, 1946 were valued 37 per 
cent higher than those held at the same date last year and 9 ver cent above the 
value of stocks on’ hand at the end of October. Inventories at the beginning of No- 
vember are normally 43 per cent in excess of sales for that month. Stocks on hand 
at the beginning of November this year were 1 per cent below the volume of November 
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Dollar Sales ; 


Number (add 000) Per cent change 
of ea TUS TST Ts GW aT 
firms November November  Nov., 1946 over se ope 
Division reporting 1945 , 1946 Yov,,.. Octe, ate, 
1945 1946 Year-to- 


date, 1945 


————__________________i__i____ 


CANTATA So's apie oc0.4 76 23,955 28 ,345 +18.3 - 6.6 +15.8 
Ward timed:.sincteois sc 15 2,945 3,356 +14.0 - 2.4 + 9.7 
Guebeer virce cleans ceo 8s 21 3,974 4,725 +18.9 -10.1 +16.0 
OniPaye oie uve des toicale 21 7,616 8,722 +14.5 - 6.9 +16.1 
Prairies’ <i<eiies sees 13 6 ,259 7,650 +22.2 = 7.3 +1742 
British Columbia .... 6 3,161 3,892 +23.1 oy hae +18.4 
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Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


Number (add 000) Per cent change 
of 
Division firms November November Nov., 1946 over Year-to- 
reporting 1945 1946 NOV es ae CGR ite ee 
1945 1946 BL Saas r 


' $ $ date, 1945 


CANADA e@rvereeoeen20 48 pi lsxe Beg the eS Ciel ad 9,0 ; +14.2 1a 
Maritimes and Quebec . LY. 2,303 2,184 - 5.1 + 0.9 + 4,5 
Ontario eeereeecoeo oe e000 18 4,043 Siooe -12.6 Ce Ate +13.1 
Western Provinces .... 13 3,406 Drsnlaie +10.7 -15.4 +21.4 


a ae 
Retail Sales 
Chain Stores 


November, 1946 sales of 861 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies 
in the food retailing field were 17 per cent higher than sales of 868 stores operated 
by the same 23 firms in November, 1945. Average sales per store in November, 1946 
were $21,887, 18 per cent above the $18,552 average for the same month of the previous 
years. 


Sales of chain food stores showed the largest increase in Quebec and a 
gain of 21 per cent in that province was the only one among those for the various re- 
gions to surpass the average increase for Canada. Gains in other regions ranged from 
17 per cent in British Columbia to 14 per cent in-the Maritime Provinces. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for November, 1945 and 1946 


Fe 


% Ch ] 
November, 1945 ' November, 1946 see 
ee nt See ees are 1945 


MPG ma se iss eh ek Ce ee 


CANADA coeccees 868 16,103 ,123 ‘861 18 ,844 ,826 TAT wwe: 
Maritimes ..c.creree 32 463,706 32 526 ,4 94 +1325 
DUCREG sc cccccsovecs 165 3,457 ,640 165 4171;,095 +20.6 
ONtAr1iO scceccccesece 486 oe Re Bam SCG 480 10,209,545 +16.1 
Prairie Provinces .. 93 1,890,890 93 2,180,517 +15.3 
Pracish Columbia ... 202 id 5499 7196 91 BEA Aay ne ty AS 417.2 


Independent Stores 


Independent stores did 12 per cent more busiress in November this year than 
last. Manitoba showed the largest gains, as it had done in October also. Sales were 
17 per cent higher there than in November, 1945. This gain was closely followed by 
Saskatchewan where an increase of 16 per cent occurred. Alberta and British Columbia 


_had 14 per cent increases while Ontario stores experienced a 13 per cent gain. Quebec 


and the Maritime Provinces recorded the smallest gains of 9 and 8 per cent respectively. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for November, 1945 and 1946 


Hower | EON MNO Ws. Lies te nen een in Woe Less say 
Stores Reporting November, 1946 
Reporting An Increase ‘November, 1545 
CANADA oscece 1} 202 926 +11.8 
Meritimes .....sse- 176 Grd + °B.2 
UCDO Cc ccc e ce 6 280 AOL wt Ste 
UE PTO ly ceccscece 381 308 +13.1 
Manitoba ..-..ccsees 84 75 +1620 
Saskatchewan ..... . 69 60 +15.9 
BOG, eas welenees 105 82 +1540 


British Columbia . 107 89 ' +13.7 


i ee ct — 


fees 


octet its on ie 


tf agian f BAR YD Apomgnae 


ao ete i Hf helt dayity . ote 
{ ‘ 5 Th ae PY ile h 
Pest ey | 7. rr - ? ‘ SF o> ay ag 4 4 aS 12 » . LD 
ake : se eo Sy aaah ye | 
ee 2 Dn2 eles Arne atk’ cee 
f u ; 


1 aa : us - + ae fat ; J 
Ray uate ar dingte. Phe: Shy fae e aaeie acd 
(Re ace aes 1 ae Sit Pee 
Ba ed Mh pyrdes yn ith abet hel ear 
ro hoe ae aint pa hone oe ie oe = es 


é 
me 
vas! we f 
» 2) : ete or ih ie usa saat ; 
SAAD ‘Ys 
aT. ¥ re hop "= sh Piamyig 
4 ae EAE Shear tse) eee eee a _ com op 
t gee 
’ bs ae ha Ba t : i i Bee ae ad Miz 
‘ * ;. serpin wae - e ey a ra ‘ 2 ido a os 
itn Pet Pas. oP eee of phe hp eras a eons or ‘any ate wane ee 1 ae wetalts eaie ime 
* bi ses -S 
7 Fes Ga * eget y “4 ‘<0 7 Pix g ‘ tan Ts Res 
i Perches Eisen ps wa ae pe kae AG em nae ae sieges clad alte ies — So ette bial nn 
. in Yen F 
} oe ge : * i - ly A es uc. ae = 
2 Hens Ao Mee . - b= tS 4 7 5 AN ee > 
‘ \ bs - - i 
« + be Be a . - 4 r 
i ree pig ita ‘ ooh ae ‘ ‘ ee pia Bl ‘ be 
} t A u 4 
i eae: yee pate me 
= S45 i . mu ne “a 
ras ie ta ee are TRON: 7 ‘ A 
ys ie F - heh ie % - . < J . wy) 
we aa ae a ar . Dew So rite ean : ee, 
: PA ACaig bees il gM on arveak ade : . Shy Gena ee 9! ss yaa om 
nit J 
» 
J Om 
aD its 
1)" kas - #0 care 2) Sey , tae, Sate Pe a ogee 
: : ea) + 
fis Tae is phe ae bh ine “tones VR 
pone ede on Ny ; : é a ‘Ai i ' Way mie eel paste died 
of et , » : ; x 
iS i a dea Th CFP. LIP IE fees a Rs Pat eae sere rie | ey * i tal esate ya; Lae ‘sere , 
‘ tier ; ‘ 2 hi OP aay Bell a hy sdte ‘ - ae 
te seria SE MR rth fe PS Ae ay ies ae ee 
E e A 
: A fg i . : ; 
, ate Wo ands RES TOM ai ce ise Ms IS Seer rae tio a Sahaw 
re, Bal ; di rules at: : ; : = Raed j ; , ; 2 ‘ 
‘ : t< i ; 7 by Ge 4 ( : ; i hia as | tin ~)} a bay 


ae 5) A eh niga Ere ae hace es Ke, SRR A Rae Rs fri igh ale ee tise: 
= ' ' a ee te nip = Rained eee | 3 pele > : nk th05 ree Pina! 
S Syhecagtp + ae eer appt ee tet : 


cae es fee 


/ 


ike c, 
as ar ¢ 4 


Re cthe me ; aaa : 
Pa = Soe d CaO io fe ae rer aeesargere e , ’ dase lt 


ace See ath le pete ne i¥ ¥ . (abe Fak 
; es Ch yet ee cater i ah ary, week Puls, | ae ee ‘sy ag & aa 
ie ees < 
ly ye er es vee ad be Po a. re a Nahas reed i rege see Tete as a ih ied i as as Savant Mlaeth eat a ght Pe >i 
~ 4 = 
4 , ‘ * 
é 7 i ‘ Y 
> bd 2 i > iy “ ‘ a . ’ P ‘4 Ws 
ts 3 ee ef AUS. ppt ae + 5 afi the ia ve () a ae 7" 
Fe sch cmt PO irckaies afd omy wsnny 1 ry sn hag ete ected fl ee E8 egelas  oaala Ceetami yee pene i 
vy . ‘ ~ : i sued 
- we " ‘ ' Z t < 


’ ane be + pao . Oe 
ee BALE 4 & ue. iy , Wes)? aed Ae age * . Are “it: 
| 1s saall vie y Nid, > : nie PL ea ) 74 " | il te a “ 
£ AF ’ . é 


se 
in 
— 
Fe! 
—, 
- 


oo) 
au 4 ieee ee 
4 ‘ AL ( 
. s vis! 
¢ - “> ® mee " 
<A ; Bd ge er t 
ee i “ ae a ‘a Ae < 
ya 
LI * 
’ 
' ‘3 " 
ig Tix 
| 
, - i 
\.- 
ré ‘ 
7 7) Cf 
inl U 
z 1+ ies } 


DEPT, OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 
UNIVERSITY OF TORONT 
Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A. MacKINNON, M.P. 


Minister of Trade and Comnerce BARBOMETBICS FILE Ja 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU-OF STATISTICS 
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES STATISTICS 


OTTAWA, CANADA 


Dominion Statistician: Herbert Marshall 
‘Director, Division of Census of Industry and Merchandising; W. He Losee 
Chief, Merchandising and Services Statistics; A. Ce Steedman 
eos cee ne oe eee ee gee 
A 
CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, DECEMBER, 1946 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 
“tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Statistics of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the inform- 
ation on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained 
_in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Wholesale grocers' sales in December, 1946 were 17 per cent greater in 
dollar volume than in the same month last year according to statements received from 
73 of the larger firms across Canada. There was a seasonal drop from November of 13 
per cent. The increase was general throughout the different regions of Canada, the 

“greatest gain, 27 per cent, being recorded for British Columbia. Sales of wholesale 
grocers in Quebec were 21 per cent above those for December, 1945 and in the Prairies, 
18 per cent. Lesser, but still substantial, increases were reported in Ontario and 
the Maritime Provinces where wholesalers! sales were 13 and 11 per cent higher re- 
spectively than in December last vear. Preliminary figures for the twelve months of 
1946 indicate that wholessle grocers! sales during that year were 16 per cent above 
the 1945 volume. 


December sales of fruit ‘and vegetable wholesalers were 7 per cent below the 
volume in December, 1945, continuing the trend that has been in evidence during the 
immediately preceding months, but were 5 per cent above those for November, 1946. 
These figures are based on statements from 46 of the larger wholesalers in this trade. 
Sales in the Western Provinces, which had been showing increases over 1945 in the 
past months despite decreased sales in the East, dropped in December to practically 

~the- same level as in December, 1945. A decrease of 12 per cent was recorded in- the 
Maritimes and Quebec combined, while sales of wholesalers of fruits and vegetables 
in Ontario dropped 11 per cent below December a year ago. Sales for the twelve months 
of 1946 were 12 per cent higher than those in the vear 1945. 


The value of stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of December, 
1946 was 44 per cent higher than at the same date last year and 13 per cent above the 
value of inventory at the end of November, 1946. Inventories at the beginning of De- 
cember are normally 64 per cent in excess of sales in that month. Stocks at the be- 
ginning of December this vear were valued 15 per cent higher than. the sales during 
that month, indicating that the inventory position of wholesale grocers is still below 
normal. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales Per cent change 


Nunber 
of | 12 months 
Division firms December December Dec., 1946 over 1946 
reporting TENS 1946 Dec., Nov. ; TZ months 
1945 1946 1945 
. 3000 $000 
CANADA ececnoeveoveee ho 20,824 24 7008 +17,0 -13,1 +15,.$S 
Maritimes eeooeoeeoceoee#1g9oe? sy eG 6,308 +10.8 -12.6 + 9.7 
Quebec eeoevop seo 00 6 o 18 2,047 5,075 +20.7 =15,.2 +16.4 
‘Ontario oeoesvee 02 89060096 2l 6,808 Hag OG +13.2 = 8.9 +15.9 
PG Asin. GSiesecers/ stale ecclers 40 Idk 5,487 6,477 +18.0 25.4 +1763 
British-Columbia-e«..s 6 2,996 35192 +26.6 = bea cole hs ak 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales Per cent change | 
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Number 
of NSE St ON GBC ST Si 
: : Dec., 1946 over 

Division firms Wisee cued bien ae ene 1946 
reporting 1945 1946 1045, 1946. T2 months 

1945 

; 3000 000 

CANADAY ‘sis ss 45 0 6 . RM SOG 12S amma bem HIE Set + 5.4 +1262 

Maritimes and Quebec . 15 2,047 ep0re -11.7 + 3.5 toate 

Ontario e@eeovee ee ee 08 8 0 18 4,174 3,702 -11.3 + “6 7 +10.6 

Western Provinces ...6. 13 5,967 Joo + O.1 - 2.95 +19.4 
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Retail Sales 

Chain Stores 

December, 1946 sales of 866 chain store units operated by 24 chain companies 

in the food retailing field were 5 per cent higher than sales of 875 stores operated 
by the same 24 firms in December, 1945. Average sales per store in December, 1946 
were $21, 873, 6 per cent above the $20, 691 average for the same month of the Beer seae 
year.” cae 


. ns -British Columbia reported the largest increase in chain food store sales in 
Decent of this year compared with last. A gain.of 10 per cent in that province and 
one of 7 per cent in Quebec were the only two which exceeded the increase of 5 per cent 

for the’ Dominion. Gains of 4 per cent and 2 per cent occurred in Ontario and the 
Prairie Provinces. respectively, while the Maritime. Provinces. showed a fractional de- 
crease below December, 1945. 
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Comparison of. Stores and. Sales for December, 1945 and 1946 
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December, 1945 December, 1946 


pe rR ne 
SSS 


o-meeeees ee eee pees 
6 Change 


ee In Sales, 
No. of x omtorr, eae ona Dec., 1946 
Be  , Starom, yer) aa Snes poe ee ee 
$ $ 

CANADA’ s+sseeees 678 (18,065,558 _____ 866. ___ 18,941,964 + 409 
Maritimes ...seccevoe 32 534 ,465 32 532,712 - 0.3 
QUEDEC seeeseccecece 165 SFole you! 164 4,177,045 #657 
Ontario ...ccscoocce 491 9,892,958 486 10,302 ,350 + 4.1 
Prairie Provinces .. 93 2,042 ,837 93 Pape bad ec ho BY 9) * 1.8 
British Columbia ... 92 1,676,962 91 1,850,687 +10.4 


Independent Stores 


ee 


Independent stores did 4 per cent more business in December this year than 
in 1945. The western provinces reported the larger increases. British Columbia and 
_ Alberta experienced 9 per cent sains, which were closely followed by a 7 per cent 
advance. in Manitoba. Saskatchewan, Ontario and Quebec each recorded 4 per cent 
gains, while sales in the Maritime Provinces were practically unchanged from Decem- 
ber of last year. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for December, 1945 and 1946 


i nf oye ee Cmanee Io celes < 
Stores Reporting December, 1946 
Reporting An Increase December, 1945 
CANADA cevcoes as) 700 ick 4.4 
Maritimes ...-ceee 188 86 + .Ool 
QUEDEC wececceccee 286 169 + 3.8 
Ontario .veccscoee 372 1o7 + 4,1 
Manitoba .wevccorece 89 59 + 6.0 
Saskatchewan .wevec 67 38 + 4.2 
PDEYTA + oees ove es 103 78 + 9,1 
British Columbia . 110 73 + 9.0 
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BAROMETRIC ele 
CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JANUARY, 1947 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on ree 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Statistics of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informe 
ation on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


The dollar sales volume of wholesale grocers in January, 1947 was 16 per 
cent higher than in January, 1946 and 7 per cent above that in December, 1946, ac= 
‘cording to statements received from 71 of the larger firms across Canada. The in-= 
crease over January, 1946 was common to all regions of the country but was greater 
in the west than in the east. Grocers! sales in the Maritime Provinces were 6 per 
cent higher than in January, 1946, with progressively larger increases amounting to 
14 per cent in Quebec, 16 per cent in Ontario, 18 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 
and 21 percent in British Columbia. 


Sales of fruit and vegetable wholesalers continued to decline in January, 
1947 when sales were 6 per cent below the corresponding month last year and 21 per 
cent less than sales in December, 1946. these percentages are based on statements 
submitted by 47 of the larger dealers across Canada. Those in the Maritime Prov= 
inces and Quebec reported a decrease from January, 1946 of 8 per cent, in Ontario 
the decrease was 9 per cent, while wholesalers in the Western Provinces registered 
a drop of one per cent in sales of fruits and vegetables. . 


Wholesale grocers valued their stocks on hand at the end of January, 1947, 
44 per cent higher than inventories at the same date last year. There was prac- 
tically no change in inventory value from that held at the end of December, 1947. - 
Inventories at the beginning of January are normally 63 per cent in excess of sales 
in that month. Stocks at the beginning of January this year were valued.33 per 
cent higher than the sales during that month. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


ollar Sales ; 


ponhee (add 000) Per cent change 
of 
firms January , January, January, 1947 over 
Division reporting 1946 1947 January, December, 
1946 1946 
$ $ 
CANADA eee e e088 66 @ {An ral Age As oN Of +15.7 + Le 
Maritime Provinces .. 14 2,758 25920 + 6.1 + 4,4 
Quebec .ocescsececscecs 19 2,838 3 4247 +14.4 -15.6 
Ontario eeovoeeoeeoeoe @eoe8 22 7,694 8,945 +16.3 +10.6 
Prairie Provinces ... 10 5,541 6,534 cy >) +19.6 
British Columbia .... 6 3,047 PAA +20.5 - 0.8 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


— A TD 
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Dollar Sales 


\  vtyl sof adaltO00 Per cent change 


Number 
of January, January, January, 1947: over 
Division firms 1946 1947 . January, December, 
reporting 1946 1946 
$ $ 
CANADA coeveee 47 8 ,563 8,083 = 5.6 -21.3 
Maritimes and Quebec 16 1 686:0 = 1,560 - 7.5 -31.0 
ON tARTO Wr. c's ec clclc es clele 18 3,764 3,439 - 8.6 -11.1 
Western Provinces .. 13 StL) 3,084 - 0.9 -2704 


eho 
Retail Sales 
ain Qtores 
January, 1947 sales of 872 chain store units operated by 25 chain companies 
in the food retailing field were 15 per cent higher than sales of 881 stores operated 
by the same 25 firms in January, 1946. Average sales per store in January, 1947 were 
$20,704, 16 per cent above the $17,818 average for the same month of the previous 
year. , Y 


Quebec reported the largest increase in chain food store sales in January of 
this year compared with last. A gain of 19 per cent in that province was the only 
one to surpass the 15 per cent advance for Canada as a whole. Ontario experienced a 
15 per cent gain, which was closely followed by increases of 15 per cent in British 
Columbia, 12 per cent in the Prairie Provinces and 10 per cent in the Maritime Prov- 
inces. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for January, 1946 and 1947 


® Change 
January, 1946 January, 1947 In Sales 
a Oe SUM Sar EL ASD Sr PORE elon 
; No. of No. of “ Jane, 1947 
} Stores ae Sa Stores 26 ie Jane, 1946 ~ 
CANADA «ccvoccce 881 15,697,800 872 18 ,054 ,300 +15.0 
Varitimes eooeovo0e eoo0e00 30 424 ,300 $1 464 ,800 + 9.6 
- Quebec .cceccercrccce 163 3,414 ,300 162 4,070,900 +19.2 
Ontario ..ccccccccecs 495 8,537,100 488 9,787,100 +14.6 
Preirie Provinces oo. YOU 1,836 ,600 100 250525000 +11.7 
British Columbia ..-. 92 1,485,500 9). 1,679,200 +13.0 


Independent Stores 


Independent food stores did 8 per cent more business in January, 1947 than 
in the same month of last year. Quebec and Ontario led other regions with increases 
of 1l and 10 per cent respectively. Sales gains in the Prairie Provinces averaged 8 
per cent, while a smaller increase of 5 per cent was recorded in British Columbia 
and one of 2 per cent in the Maritime Provinces. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for January, 1946 and 1947 


i alld alae emt ene 
roy GE ERE SE No. @ Change In Sales 

Stores Reporting January, 1947 

Reporting An Increase _____ January, 1946 
CANADA «ccsece 1,129 ae PEUr era | + 8.3 
Maritimes .o-cccesoo 162 78 + 1.7 
Quebec .eccecececes 261 186 +11.4 
Ontario secececcece 349 250 + 9.8 
Manitoba ..cccccces 80 50 + 7.4 
Saskatchewan .eeoce 71 47 + 8.3 
Alberta ..cccccecce 97 62 + 8.1 
British Columbia .. 109 67 + 5.1 
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Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on re- 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Statistics of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the informe 
ation on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly seles 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 
The dollar volume of wholesale grocers! sales in February, 1947, was 16 per 


cent above February last year but declined 6 per cent below the January 1547 level, 
according to statements received from 75 of the larger firms across Canada. Wholesale 


grocers! sales in Quebec were up 10 per cent and in the Maritime Provinces and British 


Columbia, 13 per cent over February a year ago. More substantial gains of 18 per cent 
and 20 per cent were recorded for the Prairie Provinces and Ontario respectively. 


Sales of wholesale dealers in fruits and vegetables continued below last 
year's dollar volume according to statements submitted by 46 of the larger firms 
across Canada. Sales in February, 1947, were 8 per cent below February, 1946, but 3 
per cent above January, 1947. The decrease from last year was general across Canada. 
Wholesale sales in the Maritimes and Quebec were 7 per cent below February, 1946. In 
the Western Provinces, the decrease was 8 per cent, and in Ontario, 9 per cent. 


Stocks on hand at the end of February in the wholesale grocery trade were 
valued 41 per cent higher than at the same date last year and were only @ per cent 
lower than at the end of January, 1947. Inventories at the beginning of February are 
normally 66 per cent in excess of sales during that month. Stocks at the beginning of 
February this year were 42 per cent in excess of sales, indicating that while there 
was some improvement over the past few months, the stock position of wholesale grocers 
was still below normal. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


ue (add 000 Per cent change 
umber | 


Division of February, February, February, 1947 over 
firms 1946 1947 February, January, 
reporting 1946 1947 
$ $ 
CANADA eooeerese0ed 15 21,093 24 ,493 +16.1 bi 5e9 
Maritime Provinces .. 16 Cig Bilal, 3,188 +13.2 -11.8 
QUEDES ceocececcsrccec 18 er plate: 5,062 +10.2 + 0.7 
Ontario eeoveveseoeo0ese aie Guise 8,130 +20.1 -10.0 
Prairie Provinces ... 13 swols pth 6 ,663 +17.7 - 0.6 
Britash Columb Lean sere. 6 SE07e 3,460 +12.6 - 7.1 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


aR ce EE 2 ae Sec aed aes ae 
Dollar Gales 


add OCO Per cent change 


Number 

Division of February, February, February, 1947 over 
firms 1946 1947 February, January, 

reporting 1946 19497 

$ $ 

CANADA iste Jn 202 46 8,341 7,639 - 8.4 [biaren & 
Maritimes and Quebec 15 L679 1,564 - 6.9 +30.5 
Ontario Ce ee ee 18 3 5484 Sow a 9.3 - 6.5 
Western Provinces .. 13 3,178 2,914 - 8.2 -26.8 
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pee is 
Retail Trade 


Chain Stores - February, 1947 sales of 874 chain store units operated by 26 chain com-~ 
panies in the food retailing field were 15 per cent higher than sales of 885 stores 
operated by the same 26 firms in February, 1946. Average sales per store in February, 
1947 were $20,276, 16 per cent above the $17,487 average for the same month of the 
previous year. 


The largest increase in chain food store sales was recorded in Quebec. 
A gain of 22 per cent in February of this year compared with last in that province far 
exceeded increases for all other regions. The Maritime Provinces experienced a 15 per 
cent advance, which was the same as the Dominion average. Ontario, the Prairie Prov- 
inces and British Columbia all reported gains of approximately 12 per cent. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for February, 1945 and 1947 


a a ee ee ere nerd 
% Change 
, 94. 
February, 1946 February, 1947 in Sales 
No. of fk ns No. of aa Feb., 1947 
Stores anny Stores aroha Feb., 1946 
ii ere oa a A ees hs uh es i ee, ot ene 
CANADA .ccecoe 885 15,476 ,600 874 17 glo 200 +14.5 
Maritime Provinces 32 427 ,400 32 490 ,900 +14.9 
Quebec cecccecvvee 164 3,344,700 164 4,082 ,700 +2201 
Ontario wccoeccssee 492 8,430,500 484 9,468 ,100 412.3 
Prairie Provinces. 105 153799 ,1L00 103 2,028 ,300 412.7 
British Columbia . 92 14754100 91 L,65l 5200 +11.9 


Independent Stores - Independent food stores did 7 per cent more business in February 
{047 than in the same month of 1946. Increases throughout the country ranged from 

3 per cent in the Maritime Provinces to ll per cent in Alberta. All other regions 
recorded uniform gains of 7 or 8 per cent over last year. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for February, 1946 and 1947 


No. of NO. % Change in Sales 
Stores Reporting February, 1947 
Reporting An Increase February, 1546 
CANADA coceece 14178 725 + 7.0 
Maritimes .cc.e-eccoe 170 81 + 2.8 
QUEDEC cocecccccece 274 167 ak ae: 
Ontario ecoerccscoce 367 236 + 709 
Manitoba .ccscccvee 82 51 + 6.8 
Saskatchewan .-ccoe 72 51 + 8.2 
INEDOTGCA cece csciscecce 100 67 +106 
British Columbia .. 113 72 + Tol 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOCD DISTRIBUTION, MARCH » 1947 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada have been 
published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruits 
and vegetables sales forming components of the two regular monthly bulletins on ree= 
tail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Statistics of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one report the inform- 
ation on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained 
in the other bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales 
in the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 
March sales of wholesale grocers were 15 per cent above the dollar volume 
of business transacted during the same month last year and were valued & per cent 
higher than those for February, 1947, according to statements received from 78 of 
the larger wholesale grocery establishments in Canada. All regions of the country 
registered gains but increases were more substantial in the western provinces than 
in eastern Canada. Sales in Rritish Columbia advanced 25 per cent and in the Prairie 
Provinces, 17 per cent. Wholesale grocers in Quebec reported an increase of 14 per 
cent while those in Ontario and the Maritime Provinces showed a gain of 12 per cent. 
Total sales for the first quarter of this year increased 15 per cent in dollar volume 
over the volume for the corresponding period of 1946. 


The dollar volume of fruit and vegetable sales was maintained at a fairly 
high level although registering a 12 per cent decrease from the exceptionally high 
volume of sales in 1946. March, 1947 sales were 18 per cent higher than those in 
February. These data are based on statements received from 48 of the larger fruit 
and vegetable wholesalers in Canada. <A drop of 19 per cent from 1946 was recorded in 
Ontario where sales had shown the largest increase last year over the previous year. 
Sales in the Maritime Provinces were 6 per cent beluw last year and in the Western 
Provinces, were down 7 per cent. Cumulative sales for the first three months were 9 
per cent lower than those for the corresponding months last year. 


March month-end grocery stocks were 34 per cent higher than those on hand 
at the same date last year but were 2 per cent lower in value than at the end of 
February, 1947. Inventories at the beginning of March are normally 49 per cent in 
excess of sales during that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of March, 1947 
were only 26 per cent in excess of March sales. 


May 6, 1947 Year's Subscription, $1.00 
re, Single Copies, BANG) 


Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


“Dollar Gales 


(add 000) Per cent change 
Number : 
Division of Year=toe 
firms March, March, . March, 1947 over gate, 1947 
ee 1946 1947 March, February, ~Year-to-” 
reporting 1946 1947 °” 
_, date, 1946 
I EES! Cea RRERES SY VP RIAD a a aa EATER CTE 
CANADA ©ooe¢c ood 80 eC 8680 90 78 Bom Owe 26 ACE +1522 + ByAG) +15.2 
Maritime Provinces .. 16 od 3 4496 +11.8 +14.8 +10.2 
ENISDO CE susietelereleletserenetere 22 3,504 5,995 +13.9 +17.0 +11.3 
Ontario ©0200 SH 000000 ae, goa 8,195 +11.5 cr 0.8 +15,9 
Prairie Provinces ... 12 6,155 7 224 so Ay GY: SRA RA 2 BA +1701 
British Columbia .o.. 6 Beall) 4,003 +246 +14.0 +19.3 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Kconomic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


Per cent change 


Number ue) (add 000) 
Pete e of Y -toe 
Division nd ae March, March, March, 1947 over ear-to 
anor el 1946 1947 March, February, date, 1947 
ie ee be 1946 1947 Year-to- 
date, 1946 
$ $ 
CANADA cocccccece 48 10,574 9,289 “131 +18.0 - 902 
Maritimes and Quebec 16 22134. 2,000 - 5.8 +14.6 - 6.4 
Cntario eoeceroere oo eo ee 19 A Or. 3 4686 -19.1 +17.7 -13.2 
Western Provinces oo 13 35,895 3 ,603 - 7.4 +1923 - 5.8 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores - March, 1947 sales of 904 chain store units operated by 26 chain com- 
_ panies in the food retailing field were 12 per cent higher than sales of 913 stores 
operated by the same 26 firms in March, 1946. Average sales per store in March, 
(1947 were $22,964, 13 per cent above the $20,315 average for the same month of the 
previous year. 


Quebec and the Maritime Provinces showed the largest increases in 
chain food store sales-in March this year compared with last. A gain of 17 per cent 
in these two regions was followed by an advance of 14 per cent in British Columbia, 
and by identical gains of 10 per cent in Ontario and the Prairie Provinces. 


"Comparison of Stores and Sales for March, 1946 and 1947 


se ita ys A Change 


March, 1946 March, 1947 in. Sales 

No» of — ae No. of March, 1947 

_._ Stores ee Stores Boe ae ee March, 1946 

CR: Pa eae Pe oh nai caer 

CANADA -cs'seese (913 18,547,400 __——=— 904 20,759,600 +11.9 
Varitime Provinces 30 472 ,300 31 550,100 +16.5 
BMeBel s <u be 05s sie 164 3,910,000 164 4,564,900 +168 
ey ot 5a a 06-45. 487 10,038,100 480 11,038,100 +10.0 
Prairie Provinces 138 2,389,600 136 2,623 ,400 + 9.8 
British Columbia . 94 137374400 93 1,983 ,100 +14.1 
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Independent puores = 7 ; ; 
Yidependent food stores did 5 per cent more business in March, 1947 


than in tne same month of 1946. The Maritime Provinces showed a decrease of 2 per 
cent, while all other regions of the country recorded very uniform gains ranging 
from 4 per cent in Saskatchewan to 7 per cent in Ontario. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for March, 1946 and 1947 


a et ria ae aaaoa Gn iran ju sopiCORRee Am Sales 
Stores Reporting March, 1947 
Reporting An Increase Warch, 1946 

CANADA sovsccee 1,201 i: diet ANG) SOO SG eo N + 4.7 Tee 

Maritime Provinces 166 66 o 45 

QUeEDEC cevocscocees 2635 167 + 5.6 

Ontario eecersccees 353 207 + 6.5 

Manitoba wessescece 87 50 + 4.5 

Saskatchewan «eee. 73 39 + 3.6 

Alberta wecoscceee . 102 62 + 4.7 

British Columbia . 107 fire + 6.4 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, APRIL, 1947 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale 
grocery and fruits and vegetables sales forming components of the two regu- 
lar monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchan- 
dising and Services Statistics of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 
series brings together in one report the information on retail grocery and 
wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in the other 
bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in 
the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 
aes etre a ree 


Wholesale grocers continued to record substantial increases over 
last year in collar volume of sales. Statements received from 76 of the 
larger wholesalers in Canada indiceted an increase of 17 per cent in April 
this year over April, 1946. Increases in the various regions of the coune 
try ranged from 9 per cent in the Prairie Provinces to 27 per cent in the 
Maritimes. Sales of wholesale grocers in British Columbia were 22 per cent 
above last year and in Ontario were up 21 per cent. Wholesalers in Quebec 
recorded an increase of 12 per cent in dollar volume of business. Cumu- 
lative sales in Canada for the year to date were 16 per cent higher in dol- 
lar volume than during the first four months of 1946. 


Sales of fruits and vegetables in April were 11 per cent below 
last year's volume but were 10 per cent higher than in March. These 
figures are based on statements received from 48 of the larger wholesale 
dealers across Canada. The drop from last year was common to all sections 
of the country. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were down l2 per cent, in 
the Western Provinces, 1l per cent and in Ontario, 9 per cent. The cumu- 
lative sales for the first four months of 1947 were 10 per cent lower than 
those in the corresponding period of 1946. 


Wholesale grocers' stocks on hand at the end of April this year 
were 36 per cent higher in value than those held at the same dete last 
year and 1 per cent below the end of March. This drop from March, however, 
was less than the normal seasonal drop between these two months. Inven- 
tories at the beginning of April are normally 35 per cent in excess of sales 
during that month. Stocks at the beginning of April this year were 22 per 
cent in excess of sales which, while still below the normal of the years 
1935-1942, comes closer to a normal stock-sales ratio than in any recent 
month. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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oF Dollar Sales 


(add 000) Per cent change 
Number a 
of April, April, April, 1947 over ~ j.eo™ 
Division firms 1946 1947 April. 9 Verch, Se PTR 
i 047 rf 
reporting 1946 194.7 date, 1946 
ae cal RR RRS 7. ee I i Cas meee eg 
CANADAS let ale eleleie ot 76 22,1759 EG. seu +1704 + 30% +1507 
Maritime Provinces .. 16 3,085 3 4902 +2605 + 9.4 +14.3 
Quebec Se600F7eCOKBSCA20C000 19 3,043 3,411 +12.1 + Sol F +11.5 
OneCart ON ietphatera oie ahs 22 7,109 8,692 +2009 +1020 tl Zee 
Prairie Provinces oo. 13 #6 ,298 6 ,888 + 9,4 - 604 +15.0 
British! Colmmbia tc. 6 5,220 3,928 +22 .0 - 0.5 +20.0 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Iconomic Divisions 


eee See 


Dollar Sales 


(add 000) Per cent change 


Number 


Division din April, April, April, 1947 over ee 

aa 1946 1947 April, Warch, date, 1947 

, 1946 1947 Year=v0= 

reporting date, 1946 

% LOR Ba Oe hekeee 

CANADA e©o00208900000 48 SAL KS) 9,990 -10,5 + 9.9 = One 
Maritimes and Quebec 18 2,700 QEarT ~12.0 + 962 - 8.0 
Cntario eoo7o eC Ce HCOOH O ee 4,281 3,903 “=< 8.8 +14.0 -11.9 
Vestern. Provinces .. 13 4,182 sa be 8) -11.3 +2208 - 7.4 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores - April, 1947 sales of 880 chain store units operated by 28 chain com- 
panies in the food retailing field were 19 per cent higher then sales of 889 stores 
operated by the same 2@ firms in April, 1946. Average sales per store in April, 
1947 were $22,814, 21 per cent above the $18,910 average for the same month of the 
previous year 


Eastern Canada showed much higher gains in chain food store sales in 
April of this year compared with last, than the western regions. Quebec led with 
an increase of 29 per cent, followed by a 25 per cent advance in the Maritime Frov- 
inces, both surpassing the 19 per cent average gain for the country as a whole. 
Ontario recorded an advance of 18 per cent, the Prairie Provinces, 14 per cent and 
British Columbia, 13 per cent. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for April, 1946 and 1947 


ee eee 


———— 
% Change 


April, 1946 April, 1947 In Sales 

No. of No. of April, 1947 

Stores Galge Stores Bere April, 1946 

$ $ 

CANADA cecccece 889° 16,810,700 880 20 ,076 ,300 +19.4 
Maritime Provinces 32 458 ,800 52 572 ,400 #248 
‘Quebec esea0e0eeeo0 164 $,510,600 164 4,535 ,400 +2902 
Ontario ecoscorccce 494 9,118,700 487 10,750,900 +17.9 
Prairie Provinces 105 2 041 ,500 103 2,626 ,100 +13.8 
British Columbia . 94 1,681,100 94 1,894 ,500 +1267 
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Independent Stores - Independent food stores did 7 per cent more business in April, 
Toa" than in the same month of 1946. Sales in Saskatchewan were practically un- 
changed from April of last year, while all other regions showed gains, ranging from 
3 per cent in the Maritime Provinces to 10 per cent in Quebec. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for April, 1946 and 1947 


TOL Old Nels ea | Change in) 
Stores Reporting April, 1947 
Reporting, An Increase April, 

CANADA cccocecece Lite 754 + T7e2 
Maritime Provinces 176 85 + 3.2 
Quebec 00000000000 273 192 +10.0 
Ontario cececcecrce 366 247 + 8.0 
Manitoba ceccceces 82 55 + 7.0 
Saskatchewan cccece 67 40 + 0.2 
Alberta cceoscecee 100 59 + 563 
British Columbia . 109 76 + Bol 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, MAY, 1947 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and wholesale 
grocery and fruits and vegetables sales forming components of the two regu- 
lar monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the Merchan- 
dising and Services Statistics of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 
series brings together in one report the information on retail grocery and 
wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in the other 
bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in 
the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Wholesale grocers! sales in May, 1947 were 5 per cent higher in 
dollar volume than in May, 1946 and 3 per cent above April, 1947 according 
to statements received from 73 of the larger wholesalers across Canada. 

Sales in Quebec province increased 12 per cent over May, 1946 and in Ontario, 
7 per cent. British Columbia and the Maritimes had sales 4 and 3 per cent 
higher respectively than in the same month a year ago, while the dollar vol- 
ume in the Prairie Provinces remained practically unchanged. Cumulative 
sales for the first five months of 1947 were 13 per cent higher than in the 
corresponding period of 1946. 


The dollar sales volume of wholesalers in the fruit and vegetable 
trade in May was 3 per cent below the May, 1946 volume but 27 per cent 
higher than in April, 1947. These results are based on statements received 
from 47 of the larger wholesale dealers across Canada. The different re-- 
gions, however, showed varying trends. In the Maritimes and Quebec, fruit 
and vegetable wholesalers' sales were 6 per cent higher than in May a year 
ago. Decreases of 4 and 6 per cent in Ontario and the Western Provinces, 
however, more than offset this gain. The dollar volume of sales for the 
year to date was 8 per cent in excess of.that for the corresponding period 
of 1946. 


Stocks held by wholesale grocers at the end of May, 1947 were valued 
38 per cent higher than stocks on hand at the end of May, 1946, but dropped 
4 per cent from April, 1947. Inventories at the beginning of May are normal- 
ly 26 per cent in excess of sales in that month. Stocks at the beginning of 
May this year were 14 per cent in excess of sales. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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RES CR NS 


vib 1 i 
cL erenEn “ oe Per cent change 
Number 7 ei 
Pawar of May , May , May, 1947 over te tela 
Division firms 1946 1947 Way, April, eee 
‘eporti 1946 947 aS 2 
reporting 194 date, 1946 
$ $ 
CANADA. .cccccecees 73 25,525 26 ,8235 + Sel tice o, +1523 
Maritime Provinces .. 14 3,502 3 5406 +308 - 5.5 +11.8 
QUEDEC were cenecwrsss 20 5 4989 4,035 +12 4 +186 +11.4 
Ontario; sarees «wie 5.3 aa 8,286 8 ,888 Pe + 4.4 +14.9 
Prairie Provinces ... Ma 6,635 6 ,623 - 0.2 +662 +1125 
British Columbia .... 6 Os fee Sota + 4.3 - 4.8 +1645 
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
Taare nt cane STINE ern are ope cate ae a 
(add 000) Steak 6 
Number 
: of May May , May, 1947 over BC eds 
Division firms 1946 1947 Way, April, oe — 
“ting 1946 1947 ear-to-= 
cleats, date, 1946 
— “. SOL TDE SH La eae se See hed 0 Gebeen E —T Sa Yate eA ger 
CANADA, win's'niwpans 2A LLyZOls Vi S60ee a ele Teme c nee - 7.9 
Maritimes and Quebec 16 2,262 2,386 + 5.5 +18.6 - 4.9 
Ontario se007OS08 KEHOE 18 4,850 4,657 (na 4.0 +11.8 ; -10.3 
Western Provinces .. 13 4,589 4,317 - 5.9 +16 2.4 - 7el 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores - May, 1947 sales of 880 chain store units operated by 27 
Chain companies in the food retailing field were 31 per cent higher than 
sales of 889 stores operated by the same 27 firms in May, 1946. Average 
sales per store in May, 1947 were $26,160, 33 per cent above the $19,710 
average for the same month of the previous year. 


The largest gain in chain food store sales occurred in 
Quebec province. Sales for the month of May, 1947 were 40 per cent higher 
than in the same month of last year. This gain was closely followed by 
increases of 37 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, and 35 per cent in 
Ontario. Considerably smaller, and yet fairly substantial, were gains 
recorded in the west, the Prairie Provinces showing an advance of 18 per 
cent and British Columbia, 12 per cent. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for May, 1946 and 1947 


=; % Change 


May, 1946 May, 1947 In Sales 

No. of x No. of Mey, 1947 

Stores pe. ee Stores Sales May, 1946 

ee an Teorey eae. co ee a : Es eee 
CAUADA “ass 6s 0s 889 17,522,400 _ ———_—_—880 23 ,020,400 +314 
Maritime Provinces 32 481 ,700 32 659 ,100 +36 8 
DUSKEC ooccsccccce 164 3,684 ,100 164 5,145,000 +3927 
BEATA si uc-c0s008 496 9,320,800 490 12,560,100 +34.8 
Prairie Provinces 103 ey AAG ENS) 101 2,630,200 +18.4 
British Columbia . 94 1,814 ,800 93 2,026 ,000 +11.6 


Independent Stores - Independent food stores did 11 per cent more busi- 

ness in May of this year than last. Very uniform gains were reported in 
all regions of the country ranging from 6 per cent in the Maritime Prov- 
inces to 13 per cent in Quebec and British Columbia. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for May, 1946 and 1947 


ok lomosee tial owe we henge in'Sales.— 

Stores Reporting May, 1947 

Reporting An Increase May, 1946 
CANADA cccccceecce 1,164 _ 843 +10.8 
Maritime Provinces .o. 164 92 + 6.4 
| USO AG. GOOG EODOOS 265 202 +12.6 
Ontario ..cceccccvcoes 368 280 +12.1 
— Manitoba ..ccccocesecee 90 65 + 8.3 
Boaskatchewan ....cceove 66 44 FO ee 
Miiberta .éc.iscccedees 95 67 + 9.4 
_ British Columbia ..... AiG 93 +12.7 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JUNE, 1947 


: Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in Canada 
have been published for some years, indexes of retail grocery and whole- 
sale grocery and fruits and vegetables sales forming components of the two 
regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale trade issued by the 
Merchandising and Services Statistics of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
This series brings together in one. report the information on retail grocery 
and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in the other 
bulletins thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in 
the two stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


The dollar volume of wholesale grocers' sales in June, 1947 was 
18 per cent higher than in June, 1946 and 5 per cent above May, 1947 
according to statements received from 73 of the larger wholesalers across 
Canada, Sales in British Columbia were up 28 per cent from June last year 
and in Quebec, 27 per cent. Wholesalers in Ontario reported a gain of 19 
per cent, while the Prairies and Maritimes followed with increases of 12 
and 10 per cent respectively. Cumulative sales for the first half of 1947 
were 14 per cent higher in dollar volume than for the corresponding period 
of 1946. In the year-to-date comparison, British Columbia showed a gain 
of 19 per cent over the first six months of 1946; Ontario sales were up 
16 per. cent; Quebec, 13 per cent; and the Maritime and Prairie Provinces, 
12 per cent. 


Sales of wholesalers of fruits and vegetables continued below the 
1946 dollar volume in June when they dropped 5 per cent from June, 1946 
and 4 per cent below May, 1947. These figures are based on statements 
received from 47 of the larger wholesalers across Canada. Ontario dealers 
reported practically no change in dollar volume of sales in June this year 
compared with last. Wholesale sales of fruits and vegetables in the Maritimes 
and Quebec combined were 3 per cent below June, 1946, while a drop of 9 per 
cent was recorded for the Western Provinces. Sales for the year~to-date were 
7 per cent below those for the first half of 1946. 


Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of June, 1947 
were 38 per cent higher in value than at the end of June last year and were 
2 per cent less than at the end of May, 1947. Inventories at the beginning 
of June are normally 20 per cent in excess of sales during that month. 
Stocks at the beginning of June this year were only 4 per cent in excess of 


sales. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


(add 000) 
Number 
of June, June, 
Division firms 1946 1947 
reporting 
¢ 

CANADAs . ccccsce 73 20,008 27,815 
Maritime Provinces.. 14 2,835 5,122 
Quevec irks ie Rs 19 2,914 3,686 
ONGATLOs es bibls owlee eles 21 7,972 9,035 
Prairie Provinees... 13 6,756 Pode 
British Columbia.... 6 3,461 4,420 


June, 
1946 


June, 1947 over 


May, 
1947 


++ i+ 

Pop tb 
e 

aoaurnnrtna 


Per cent change 


Year~to- 
date, 1947 


Year-to- 


date, 1946 


+14.1 


+11.6 
413.1 
+15.6 
+11.7 
+18.5 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


(add 000) Per cert change 
Number Year-to- 
Division of June, June, June, 1947 over date, 1947 
firms 1946 1947 June, May , Year-to- 
reporting 1946 1947 date, 1946 
3 2 
CATIA DIALS. Shei ctetent 47 12,473 11,904 ae 4.6 ~~ 4.2 = There) 
Maritimes and Quebec 15 2,639 2,048 - 3.4 + 1.3 - 4.6 
LLU EO aic.s Gm o'e-0\605) 6,06 18 4,642 4,638 - 0.1 ~ 7.6 - 8.5 
Western Provinces... 14 5,192 4,718 - 9.1 + 1.0 - 7.5 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores - June, 1947 sales of 928 chain store units operated by 30 
chain companies in the food retailing field were 15 per cent. higher than 
‘sales of 932 stores operated by the same 30 firms in June, 1946. Average 
sales per store in June, 1947 were $23,350, 16 per cent above the $20,143 
average for the same month of the previous year. 


‘ ‘The largest gain in chain food store sales occurred in 
Quebec... Increases of 24 per cent in that province and 17 percent in 
Ontario were the only two surpassing the average gain. The Maritime 
Provinces recorded an advance of 13 per cent, while the Prairie Frovinces 
and British Columbia each experienced a smaller gain of 5 per cent. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for June, 1946 and 1947 


Se 
ape % Change 
June, (1946 5 June, 1947 In Sales 


No. of . No. of June ,- 1947 
Stores Sales Stores Sales June, 1946 
CANADAS S25 0.20) = 932 18,773,400 928 21,668,800 +15.4 

Maritime Provinces 45 642 , 600 44 724,100 +12.7 
QUEDECececececcvce 164 347 7: 1.,.000 163 4,692,000 +24.2 
Ontario.ccccccceee 492 9,866 ,600 489 11,542 ,300 +17.0 
Prairie Provinces. 138 Be5eie7 00 137 25 702,500 + 4.7 
British Columbia... 93 1,904,900 95 2,007,900 + 5.4 


a 


Independent Stores - Independent food stores did 2 per cent more business 

in June this year than last. Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba and British Columbia 
all. recorded increases within a range of 3 to 5 per cent. Minor decreases 
of 2 per cent were shown in both the Maritime Provinces and Alberta, while 
Saskatchewan recorded a decline of 3 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for June, 1946 and 1947 


en ES 
ETD 


No. of No. % Change in Sales 
Stores Reporting June, 1947 
Reporting An Increase June, 1946 
CANADA. -coccseccces 1,143 565 +21 can 

Maritime Provinces..... 163 57 =204 
QUEDEC co. cor cedececcce 264 145 +4.8 
BL GIAO <"s seae « s10 ea bie in 368 199 +34 
e711 LOD o's ala o niese.ninisobia-> sng See 41 +36 
Saskatchewan. ceserccvce 61 22 -3.0 
1 DOTCAs «+ wins ww ode 00's be 94 40 -2.4 
British Columbia....e-e. Lid 61 +2.8 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION, JULY, 1947 


Indexes reflecting current trends in food distribution in 
Canada have been published for some years, indexes of retail grocery 
and wholesale grocery and fruits and vegetables sales forming com- 
ponents of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale 
trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Statistics of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This series brings together in one 
report the information on retail erocery and wholesale grocery and 
fruit and vegetable sales contained in the other bulletins thus 
facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two 
stases of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Dollar volume of sales by wholesale grocers for July, 1947 
was 18 per cent higher than for July, 1946 and 8 per cent above that 
for June, 1947. These figures are based on statements received from 
the larger wholesale houses across Canada. Due to delay in receipt 
of returns from Ontario; it has not been possible to publish reliable 
results for that province. It has also been necessary to withhold the 
dollar volume for Canada as a whole until a more complete coverage is 
obtained. Sales for the other regions registered the following increases 
over July, 1946: British Columbia, 27 per cent; Quebec, 2 per cent; 
Prairie Provinces, 17 per cent; and Maritime Provinces, 11 per cent. 
Cumulative sales for the first seven months of 1947 were 15 per cent 
higher than for the corresponding period of 1946. 


Sales of wholesalers of fruits and vegetables in July, 1947 
were 3 per cent below July, 1946 and 1 per cent higher than in June, 
1947. Dollar volume of sales of fruits and vegetables in Ontario 
7 declined less than 1 per cent from last year, while there was a drop 
of 3 per cent in the Western Provinces and of & per cent in the Mar- 
itime Provinces and Quebec, combined. Wholesale sales of fruits and 
vegetables for the year to date were 6.5 per cent below the sales vol- 
ume for the corresponding seven months of 1946. 


Wholesale grocers' inventories were valued 51 per cent higher 
at the end of July this year compared with July 31, 1946 and were 4 per 
cent higher in value than at the end of June, 1947. Inventories at the 
beginning of July are normally 7 per cent in excess of sales during that 
month. Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the beginning of 
July this year were valued 9 per cent below the sales volume for that 


month. 
Year's Subscription, $1.00 


Single Copies, Pes 


Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


on sanmomnesr! 


Dollar Sales 
(add 000) 


June , 
1947 


Number 
Division of SLY, July, July, 
firms 1946 1947 BRS Ge 
reporting 2946 — 
gh dh 
bree at 
GANND A eden ei Gey udp 417.5 
Maritime Provinces. LS De fro 4.,182 +10.8 
WIGS Clevercrs che arseoeyerete 18 2,942 Dye +21.8 
hayes w9n ope sorry Pe es (2) (2) (2) (2) 
Prairie Provinces... 13 Py LO 8,300 +16.7 
British Columbia... 6 3 49 4,242 +26.6 


' 


1947 over 


ee 


er i a a re me 
a eR 


Per cent change 


Year=to-= 
date, 1947 
Year-to- 


date, 1946 


+14.6 


+11.2 

+15.0 
(2) 

$12.5 


+19.7 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales 


- (add 000) 
Number 
Division of Jus le ye July, 
firms 1946 1947 July, 
reporting % 1946 
CANADA: cecccceco ea) Gly (14 ~ 35.9 
Maritimes and Quebec 15 2,749 2,008 —7e9 
CHAT 10... kate airy scuba (1) (1) (19 weve ' 
Yestern Provinces... Le Oy755 5,572 - 2.8 


(1) Dollar volume not yet available due to insufficient ¢ 
changes based on below normal sample. 


(2) Not yet available. 


Per cent change 


1947 over 


June , 
1947 


overage. 


Year=-to= 
date, 1947 
Year-to= 
date, 1946 


Percentage 
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retail Trade 


Chain Stores - July, 1947 sales of 883 chain store units operated by 26 
chain companies in the foot retailing field were 25 per cent higher than 
sales of 883 stores operated by the same 26 firms in July, 1946. Average. 
gales per store in July, 1947 were (4,659, 25 per cent above the $19,651 
average for the same month of the previous year. 


Quebec experienced the largest gain in chain food store 
sales. An increase of 29 per cent in that province was closely followed 
by an advance of 28 per cent in Ontario. Gains ranging from Lolae. per 
cent occurred in the Maritime Provinces, Prairie Provinces and British 


Columbia. 
Comparison of Stores and Sales for July, 1946 and 1947 

% Change 
July, 1946 bain aera NS ay In Sales 

No. of No. of July, 1947 

Stores Sales Stores Sales July, 1946 
CANADA. occccee 285 NOY Pe ehs DANN S 8 883 21,706,600 #20.1 
Maritime Provinces. 43 648,700 44, 771,200 418.9 
PUQDSCe sc cceccerens 164 3,620,000 164 4,661,800 +28.6 
PMGAL1LO.s ccoceccece 479 9,200 ,100 477 11,814,200 +27 6D 
Frairie Provinces.. 105 2,199,400 103 2,000, L00 +16.6 
British Columbia... 94 1,652 ,400 S13) 1,944,300 +17.,7 
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Independent Stores - Independent food stores did 6 per cent more business 
in July this year than last. Sales in the Maritime Provinces and Sask- 
atchewan were practically unchanged from last year, while all other regions 
reported gains which were close to the average increase for the country as 


a whole. 
Comparison of Sales Reported for July, 1946 and 1947 

————eeeeeEeeeeeeeeeeEeeeeeoEoeEeeEooaeoooEooeooeooEeoeoEoeoeeoeeooooooooooooOoEoEOoOoOoooooOoooaoooaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaoaeae em 

No. of No. 4% Change in Sales 

Stores Reporting July, 1947 
ee en PONE Loe Am Inoroased Ae Cy to 

AUTEM Evevetel ote elele sielsiers 1,142 705 +6,0 

Maritime Frovinces...... 168 81 +0.6 
MRE i wes os elu Ais'e esse 6 00 Paayy ES +8.0 
BUIURIGARIE ING Ghar eie  o ela. g e.e) aiesce! ee aye 204 +7 8 
BP LOD Acc ee eleleae eletersleceleiee 88 47 +4.8 
Saskatchewan... e@oee ce oe & 69 536 +0.9 
UOC LHe cic 'cse/e.alerere wlsicle eee LOM re +5.8 


British Columbia...ccece 107 67 +72 
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and wholesale grocery and fruits and vegetables gales forming com= 
ponents of the two regular monthly bulletins on retail and wholesale 
trade issued by the Merchandising and Services Statistics of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statisties. This series brings together in one 
report the information on retail grocery and wholesale grocery and 
fruit and vegetable sales contained in the other bulletins thus 
facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthiy sales in the two 
stages of food distribution. 


Wholesale Trade 


Dollar sales volume of wholesale grocers in August, 1947 
was 10 per cent higher than in August 1946 and 6 per cent below the 
July 1947 wolume, according to statements received from 77 of the 
larger wholesale firms across Canada. Greater than average increases 
were reported in the west; grocery wholesalevs’ sales in the Prairie 
Provinces were up 16 per cent end in British Columbia, 20 per cent. 
Lesser gains of 6, 5 and 4 per cent were registered in the Maritime 
Provinces, Ontario and quebec respectively. Cumulative sales for the 
first eight months of 1947 were 14 per cent in dollar volume above 
those for the corresponding period of 1946. 


Wholesalers of fruits and wegetables continued to record 
sales at a lower dollar volume than that for 1966 when dollar sales, 
particularly in the Western Provinces, reached an exceptionally high 
level. August sales of fruits and vegetable wholesalers across Canada 
averaged 7 per cent lower than August, 1946. Ontario sales, however, 
were practically on a level with last year, while sales in the Maritimes 
and Quebec were down 4 per cent and in the Western Provinces were 135 per 
cent below those for August, 1946. August sales for Canada as a whole 
were 1 per cent below July, but again wide variations were found in the 
different regions, Sales for the year 1947 from January to August were 
7 per cent lower than those in the first eight months of 1946. 


Wholesale grocery stocks at the end of August, 1947 were 
valued 30 per cent higher than at August 31, 1946 but were 4 per cent 
lower than at July 30, 1947. Inventories at the beginning of August 
are normally ll pex cent in excess of the volume of sales transaeted 
in that month, Stocks on hand at the beginning of August, 1947 were 
one per cent in excess of sales in that month, a, ratio closer to the 
normal situation than has been experienced in many months. 


Year's Subscription, $1.00 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


? (add 000) Per cent change 
Number Year-to- 
Division of August, August, August, 1947 over date, 1947 
firms 1946 1947 August, Falys Year-to- 
reporting 1946 1947 date, 1946 
% 8 
CANADAscsceccece Ge AIA O00. oy Sel. oa er 
Maritime Provinces. 15 3,555 3,753 + 5.6 -11.6 +10.5 
QUCDEC cc ccsecccns ves 22 4,305 4,479 + 4,0 -12.6 413.35 
(ODGBT NM On cravetct exe eracere ge S,00e 8,993 7 Seal bd Geo 414.8 
Prairie Provinces.. 12 7,104  8o2c0 +15.8 + 0.4 +13.0 
British Columbia... 6 3,462 4,142 +19.6 = 2.8 +19.7 
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
Dollar Sales 
(add 000} Per cent change aon ee 
Number Year=to= 
Division of August , August, August, 1947 over date, 1947 
firms 1946 1947 August, July , Year-toe 
reporting _ 1946 1947 date, 1946 _ 
$ $ 
CANADAc co ccvccaae 50 12,922 12 ,044 is 6.8 Ee 009 ‘aii? Os a 
Maritimes and Quebee 18 2,626 2,918 - 451 =22.8 = 4.4 
OD UGTA Oeics cielecioc cies > 19 4,208 4,202 =, 0.28 -14,8 a 6.6 
Western Provinces.o. 13 6,088 5,324 -12.5 + 2.6 = 77 


PO ae 
Retail Trade 


Chain Stores - August, 1947 sales of 902 chain store units operated by 
29 chain companies in the food retailing field were 24 per cent higher 
than sales of 903 stores operated by the same 29 firms in August, 1946. 
Average sales per store in August, 1947 were $26,055, £4 per cent above 
the $21,035 average for the same month of the previous year. 


Quebec province recorded the largest gain in chain food 
store sales. An increase of 34 per cent in that region was the only one 
to surpass the Dominion average of 24 per cent. The Maritime Provinces, 
Ontario and British Columbia each experienced a gain of 22 per cent, 
while the Prairie Provinces followed with a smaller one of 16 per cent. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for August, 1946 and 1947 


% Change 
August, 1946 August, 1947 In Sales 
No. of No. of August, 1947 


Stores __ Sales ___— Stores __ Sales: August, 1946 
$ $ 
CANADAs cc cesoccce 903 + 18,994,900. 902 25,501,600 +2507 
Maritime ProvinceS..oe. 43 700,200 44 852 ,100 421.7 
QUEDEC coer coececcvccen 164 3,703,800 164 4,970,200 +5422 
CHA Ow o'9\e c1esn, din 60.9 olor 498 10,277,500 495 12,575,000 422.4 
Prairie Provinces...eo 105 2,487 , 600 104 2,881,700 +15,8 
British Columbia..osoe 93 1,825,800 95 2,222,600 +#21.7 


Independent Stores = Indepefident food stores did 1 per cent more business 
in August this year than last. The Maritime Provinces reported a decline 
of 2 per cent while all other regions showed gains ranging from 1 to 3 
per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for August, 1946 and 1947 


No. of No. % Change in Sales 


Stores Reporting August, 1947 

Reporting An Increase | August, 1946 es 

CANADA: .oeeeccccvsvcc0ee 1,153 ee + 1.5 5 
Maritime ProvinceS.ec.ccocceo00e 162 66 - 1.5 
QUEDEC eee ccoceroeesecco0000000 273 141 + 2,8 
EGET Os s-0 o09s 0.00.0 90 ep een ec 0\0 369 ; 170 + 0.9 
MAnitoda..sccceccscorvrse0c cco 79 38 + 3.4 
Saskatchewanecccceccacoere 0000 62 29 + 1.5 
Alberta.cccccccecccccsces00005 100 45 + 0.7 
British Columbiae.scosceoveoee 108 62 + 2.2 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
ra 


This bulletin brings together the information on retail 
grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales con~ 
tained in other monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade 
thus facilitating a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in 
the two stages of food distribution. 


WHOLESAIE TRADE 


arocerst Sales - Sales of wholesale grocers in September 1947 ad= 
vanced 23% from September 1946 and were 11% above August 1947 ac- 
cording to reports submitted by 74 of the larger wholesalers across 
Ganada. Grocers in British Columbia recorded the largest increase 
over September a year ago at 30%. Sales in Quebec were up 26% 

and in the Prairie Provinces, 25%. Wholesalers in the Maritimes 
and ontario reported sales 22% and 17% respectively, above last 
year. Cumulative sales for the first 9 months of 1947 were 15% 
higher than in the corresponding period of last year. 


Fruit and Vegetable Dealers Sales - Wholesale dealers in fruits 
and vegetables registered an increase in sales of 1% over September 
last year but were 6% below August 1947. These figures are based 
on statements received from 48 wholesale dealers across Canada. 
Ontario dealers recorded a gain of 9% over September 1946 while 
sales in the Maritimes and Quebec combined increased 4%. A drop 

of 4% was registered in the Western Provinces. Cumulative sales 
for the first 9 months of 1947 were 6% below the volume in the 
corresponding period of 1946. 


Grocerst Stocks - Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the 

end of September 1947 were valued 22% higher than at the same date 
last year and 3% higher than at August 31 of this year. Inventories 
at the beginning of September are normally 10% in excess of Sales 
during that month. Stocks on hand at the beginning of September this 
year were valued 13% lower than sales in that month. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economie Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


____, (add 000} _ : Per cent change . 
Number Jan.=-to 
Division of September, September, Sept., 1947 over Sept., 1947 
firms 1946 1947 Septa, August, Jan.~to 
reporting sie RRO LE er ee 
¥ ss 
CANADA. eeeoacoews Be Pan £6 172 1 Oey hoe Ses Q +11 et +15 Oe i 
Maritime Provinces, 16 3,605 4,384 #21.6 410.9 +11.8 
QUEDEC . cooxrc00ge000 19 3,609 4,548 +260 #27 .1 415.0 
ORCETLO. 2 ¢.sc.n sueiate- rae 8,441 9,905 +173 + 7,8 +15.1 
Prairie Provinces. . 12 6 , 884 8,632 +25.4 + 6.2 +14.4 
British columbia... 6 3,633 4,712 +297 #2062 +21,0 
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
Dollar Sales 
(add 000) _ “Percent change 
Number Jan.=-to 
Division of September, September, Sept., 1947 over Sept., 1947 
firms 1946 1947 Sept., August, Jan.=to 
reporting 1946 1947 Sept.,, 1946 
GANADA Sours pine oe 48 10,788 10,935 + 1.4 - 5.8 =(5e¥. 
Maritimes and Quebec 15 1,903 1,974 + 3.7 = 209 = 304 
ONGARLO scree cecetve se ee y 19 3,088 3,700 + aac ~11.9 maid Biot 
Western Provinces... 14 5,497 5,261 = 4.3 = 2.9 = %33 
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Chain Stores - September, 1947 sales of 886 chain store units operated 
by £8 chain companies in the food retailing field were 43 per cent 
higher than sales of 891 stores operated by the same 28 firms in Sept- 
ember, 1946. Average sales per store in September, 1947 were 26,140, 

44 per cent above the $18,196 average for the same month of the previous 
year. 


‘ quebec and Ontario led in chain food store sales with in- 
ereases of 47 and 46 per cent respectively. British Columbia and the 
Maritime Provinces each recorded a gain of approximately 58 per cent, 
while in the Prairie Provinces sales advanced 29 per cent. The result 
for the country as a whole was 435 per cent higher than last year. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for September, 1946 and 1947 
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. % Change 
September, 1946 September, 1947 In Sales 
No. of No. of September, 1947 
Stores Sales Stores Sales September, 1946 


Pad DAtseneiies sto, 092.6 20,212 5900 B06 23 ,159 ,900 $42.8 


aco ae ce ae ae 


Maritime Provinces, eos 44 —— 607,400 45 840, 300 +383 
— Quebec... occccsecccarce ‘165 3,463,700 164 5,100,200 $47 03 
Ontarioecscocceccecoecs 486 8,443 ,100 479 12,297,500 +45..7 
Prairie Provinces.-.coc 104 2,116,900 103 2,728,600 +28.9 
British Golumbiae ecces 92, 1,581, 800 95 2,193,300 438.7 
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Independent Stores = Independent food stores did 12 per cent mors bus- 
jness in ceptember this year than last. Larger increases oecurred in 
Ontario and the western provinces than in the east, Gains ranging from 
11 to 16 per cent were recorded in central and western Canada, while 
Quebec registered a smaller advance of 9 per cent and the Maritime Prov=- 
inces 7 per cent. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for September, 1946 and 1947 
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No. of NO. % Change in Sales 
Stores Reporting September, 1947 
Reporting An Increase September, 1946 . 

LANEY Bt ea aetna a 1,158 809 +1105 
Maritime Provinces..osccccecce 166 93 + 6.6 
QUEHEC..cacecccoccccccccvgscrc9 270 186 + 9.3 
Ontari Oe ecc000ess0000000000900 366 285 +157 
Manitobacceccocsccceeveevc0000 84 53 +10.7 
Saskatchewan...-cccescocscccese . 66 50 ' +112 
IDOLE soc ccc cogoceseccencsese 99 71 +11.6 


British Columbia....ceccceecce +11.8 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

DEST: OF A . 

OCTOBER, 1947 
TiCan ECONOMY Lo 

This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 

and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade thus facilitating a 
comparison of the uorce in ash a sales in the two stages of food dis- 
tribution. 


WHOLESALE TRADE 


Grocers! Sales 


Wholesale grocers' sales in October, 1947 were 29% in excess of 
the dollar volume of October a year ago and 16% higher than in September, 
according to statements submitted by 72 of the larger wholesale firms 
across Canada. Cumulative sales for the first ten months were 17% higher 
in dollar volume than in the corresponding period of 1946, 


Ontario and British Columbia registered the largest increases 
over last year at 38% and 39%. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were up 
27%, in Quebec, 19%, and in the Prairie Provinces, 18%. 


Fruit and Vegetable Dealers’ Sales 


After recording a slight increase over 1946 in September, sales 
of fruit and vegetable wholesalers in October again dropped below the 
1946 level by 4% and were 1% below the dollar volume for September, 

These figures are based on returns from 49 of the larger dealers across 
Canada. Cumulative sales for the first 10 months of 1947 were 6% below 
the dollar sales in the corresponding period of 1946. 


A decline of 2% was registered in the Maritime Provinces and 
Quebec combined, while sales in the Western Provinces dropped 10%. On+ 
tario sales showed a slight increase of 1%. 


Grocers! Inventories 


Stocks on hand at the end of October, 1947 showed an increase 
of 18% in value of inventory over the same date last year and an increase 
of 10% over September 30 this year. Inventories at the beginning of Oc- 
tober are normally 17% in excess of sales during that month while at the 
beginning of October this year, stocks on hand were valued 25% below the 
value of sales in October. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Pe uk ag a act | SANE TRE SSE SSE BYeSTbs af go ihe Tahees eg Vea te SIREN ee ope cae as 
poe (add 000) ; Per cent change 
of Jano-to= 
Division pee October, October, Oct. , 1947 over *“ Gctey igaa 
‘reporting 1946 1947 ‘Otc Sept. °  Jan.=to~— 
ARR eee A ee EE ODPM ML IN ce SI SE 
$ 9 
CRUADL Woah moh ote Leeann 36 ,441 +28.8 #1603 +169 
Maritime Provinces 15 5 846 4,894 sg -Al le a +201 41356 
Quebet es tate 18 5703 4,388 +185 +14.% alba 
OMIGEL st Omne a claya orororis Be, 95288 12 854 +5822 tio a ambTh ais 
Prairie Provinces nde 7,000 9,049 at ops + 3,0 +15.0 
British Columbia’. 6 Sho Saal he owen FNORS Te we eon 


Whoiesaie Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


Number _ (add 000) Per cent change 
of ie ear iti ate Tabeemin Py eee eee Va Con 
35 Le47ao 
Division firms October, October, Opkis Dvd ToQVORTIONORT aan 
e APs yA 0 Ge Oo» NE p we ° SS a 
reporting 1946 1947 1946 1947 Jano=to= 
’ | os r io: ane OG ee ee 
bald : 5 ee 
CANADA Worcs veees 49 11,224 10,786! =.452 | + 1.8 = 526 
Maritimes and Quebec 16 | 2,460 2,431 Be eet ta Me G - 3.6 
OntGarraOl 2. cmon piste ore ay, 0 847 Oo one jalan bce = 0.9 - 4.6 
Western Provinces oo 14 4,897 4,433 SO ate) m= IO = fed 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores - October, 1947 sales of 882 chain store units operated by 26 
chain companies in the food retailing field were 43% higher than sales of 
884 stores operated by the same 26 firms in October, 1946. Average sales 
per store in October, 1947 were $28,521, 44 per cent above the $19,858 
average for the same month of the previous year. 


Quebec and Ontario led in chain food store sales with increases 
of 46%. The Maritime Provinces and Pritish Columbia followed with rains of 


41 and 40% respectively, while the Prairie l’rovinces recorded an advance of 
29%, Chain store sales in Canada were 43% hirher than in October last 
year. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for October, 1946 and 1947 
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‘ % Change 
October, 1946 | October, tt Tneseles 
No. of No. of October, 1547 
Stores Sales Stores Sales October, 1546 
$ v 
CANADA sscscecccoe 884 17,554,700 882 25,155,500 +43 03 
Maritime Provinces .. 44 608 , S00 45 859,700 EA lnetee 
Quebec coceccececsecs 165 3,883 ,30C 164 5 5682 ,500 +46. 
Ontario cocccscoccses 484 9, 2005200 480 13,530,400 +4622 
Prairie Provinces .o.. 98 2 lbd OOO oT Belo C00 +2805 
British Columbia .co- 93 1,674,800 96 2,545 ,100 +399 
Independent Stores - Independent stores did 11% more business in October 


this year than last. Quebec province showed the largest gain of 14%. 
The Maritime Provinces and Manitoba recorded smaller increases of 7 and 
6% respectively, while all other regions remained close to the Dominion 


AVETALE o 
Comparison of Sales Reported for October, 1946 end 1947 
F Nomar Noe % Change in Sales — 
Stores Reporting October, 1947 
Reporting An Increase October, 1946_ 
PARADA -s:0's sea exe ip be el gbbd 13 778 " ae Sees 
Maritime Provinces .. 174 102 i 
QUEHEC cccevcccvcecce 275 203 +13.6 
4 Ontario eoeoone7e oe 098 8 366 256 +1304 
Manitoba .ecccrssecoe 81 45 + 664 
Saskatchewan «esses 62 43 +10.9 
BEDSrtG sss sca ven es 98 61 +10.5 


British Columbia .oce 105 68 412.0 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIRUTION 
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oii This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery and 
wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other monthly 
bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade thus facilitating a comparison of 
the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distribution. 


WHOLESALE TRADE 


\ peeoets tates 


Grocers! Sales 


November sales of 74 of the larger grocery wholesalers across Canada 
é were 25% higher than in November, 1946, bringing the cumulative sales for the 
11 months of 1947 to a level 18% in excess of that for the corresponding 
period of 1946. Compared with October, 1947, dollar volume of grocers! sales 

showed a drop of 10%. 


British Columbia and Ontario continued to record the largest fains 
over 1946 at 33% and 27% respectively. Cumulative sales for 11 months of 1947 
for British Columbia and Ontario were 24% sa 19% eeu than in the corres- 


ponding period of 1946. Increases recorded for the other regions, with the 
: ll-month cumulative per cent change in brackets , are as follows: Quebec, 21% 
. (16%); Prairies, 18% (15%); Maritimes, 17% (14%). 
7 
Fruit and Vegetable Dealers! Sales 
Dollar sales of fruits and vegetables in Canada were 1% higher than 
Y ! 


in November a year ago according to statements submitted by 49 of the larger 
dealers in the country. There was a drop from October of 4%, while cumula- 
tive sales for the 11 months of 1947 were 5% below those for the corresponding 


period of 1946, 


18% was recorded by 
ntario sales were up 2% 
the 1946 level by 10%. 


A substantial gain over November, 1946, of 
wholesalers in the Maritimes and Quebec combined. © 
while in the Western Provinces, sales continued below 


Grocers! Inventories 


od 


Stocks on hand at the end of November, 1947 showed an increase in 
value of 20% compared with the same date a year ago and were 11% higher in 
value than at the end of October, 1947. Stocks on hand at the beginning of 
November are normally 43% in excess of sales in that month, Inventories at 
the beginning of November this year were valued 7% below November sales, 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade > by Economic Divisions 
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Se ene Ee an et Mr Ce Geen Iie gt oe lt. ea eae 
Number (add 000) _ Per cent change 
Division of ion ina "Jane =to= na 
firms November November Nov., 1947 over Nov., 1947 
reporting 1946 1947 Nov. Octe  Jan.-to- 
1946 1947 Nov., 1946: 


% ¥ 


CUPIN AD Ave tere raleiete tears 74 Bilis ,087 OAs Gi, FAO oA =10,4 417.5 


Maritime Provinces 14 3,559 4,171 ted ~10.9 +14.0 
QUGDEC vies oes 8 20 3,839 4,658 1.9 - 8.0 +16.0 
Grakcientey Sky aoc onmod ral 8,815 11,244 +2724 =14.1 +18.8 
Prairie Provinces . 13 7,853 9,274 +18.4 = 6.7 +15.3 
British Columbia .. 6 3,641 4,830 Oe oO = 8.2 +24 1 
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Wholesale Fruit and Veretable Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales 


Number (add 000) Per cent change 
of Cieawaer = yy opre coer hc: Jane-to= 
Division firms November November Nov., 1947 over Nove, 1947 
reporting 1946 1947 Nove Octe  Jane-to- 
Jo er a ee ee 


me ee 


CANADA aeerese200 49 9,00 9,698 st: 0.9 Cc Ab C7 LNekO, 


a ms ere re Qe 


Maritimes and Quebec. 18 Byeea 2,619 T1768 +24.0 - 1.8 
Ontario eeeseoeveceeoseos 18 6,000 Sistas ae Cre id 0.4 = 461 
Nestern Provinces oe. 13 3,888 3,004 - 9.9 -15.5 - 7.9 


ee 
Retail Trade 


Chain Stores - November, 1947 sales of 875 chain store units operated by 28 
chain companies in the food retailing field were 43% higher than sales of 
874 stores operated by the same 28 firms in November, 1946. Average sales 
per store in November, 1947 were 28,760, 43 per cent above the $20,122 avere 
age for the same month of the previous year. 


The largest increases in chain food store sales occurred in Ontario 
and British Columbia. Gains of 47% in each of these regions surpassed the 
43% advance for the country as a whole. The Maritime Provinces recorded a 
gain of 40%; Quebec, 37%; and the Prairie Provinces, 32% over November last 


year. 
Comparison of Stores and Sales for November, 1946 and 1947 
i % Change, 
peer 1946 bbe ONE a a __ In Sales 
No. of ' No. of November ,1947 
Weer ey eateres Sales  —_— Stores” Sales Wovember 1946 
$ $ 
CANADA eeoveoeov ov eee = 874 alive 2587 ,000 BRO Wee 25 164 S000 hs. +4561 
Maritime Provinces .. 43 633 ,800 45 889,400 +40.3 
QUEDEC cecceewscecces 141 2,704,500 140 $ ,693 ,200 +36 6 
Ber LO) 6.4 0 oe es 558 490 10,248,600 488 15,051 ,000 +46.9 
Prairie Provinces «+. 104 2 5250,400 103 2,956,400 +5127 
British Columbia .oe. 96 1,769,100 SBS) 2 ue .e00 +46 6 
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Independent Stores ~ Independent stores did 6% more business in November, 
1947 then in the same month of last year. In this field also Ontario and 
British Columbia led with gains of 8% and 9% respectively. All other prov- 
inces showed uniform increases ranging from 2% to 5%. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for November, 15946 and 1947 
SOE Se SoU See ole ene) eee 
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os Ge or Noo ~ Change in Sales — 
Stores Reporting November, 1947 
Reporting An Increase __ November, 1946 
READ h ot. < sc seein sy 13155 Ror! 649 ial ade Cas kab oceed 
Maritime Provinces .. 162 72 + 200 
DPSIOGS Ve crop ene as eess 20 147 + 22 
Sis a ree 359 226 + 3.0 
MOMMIEGOOEA. sescvcccncs¢ 82 44 > SA 
Saskatchewan ..c.ceces 63 oul Te ei 
PUES GA cosets cos ese 102 53 TE Oe 
British Columbia «ec. 114 80 + 9.4 


enna a PCAC AI IA LNT EEE TE ALE AAR DLA en a 


ahs 


TPOt 


. “a ees bes . 7 
uy Pee] baubles) init wae db eelag. wie 


“2 THe ; 
CPt RECS |: ah ; : 
¢ vir » hee te aod elecbee. barked tal ate el Wie. ie eis atone 
cole Oe Yar ass | sea hyeht ota latt uit hae aa he oa, Oe 


S ha : * A “ed Bip nS 4) 1a ae BM sie te a mai) ts KG psn 


7 © sage iinaietby ag tb ee | ce ee ee ee 10°C te eal 
; re ; Wee 


oy me 


Rw a iO 2 arate 
eaute ty. Baae ah STF he, 


ie Seg ae 


ata 


tow adie te ¢ = hn y-tnep 


weir bec ee : CC eee ee 


‘2a 


a ay \ : 
F a j An : f f j », ig " 
en a c’ “Unio @ . 
y i Laporte! Hn ¥e 7 ie » OO 1N78 i 
: oe a) er ee > = a In & i eal pe tqee hee ee 1 * ee Pe Oe 
iy ia A ‘ ar vr 
; y ae 
P : 
an ~) igh SNe 4 a> ect eit ys sT3 ernet st peeere 
ey) Fe ee eel te She a Am = - / ee od * ee ee — ne ee bal 
iM rary. ‘5 wes 8 : »» Gueiveae 
7 = ” a i "ike 4 
ee var i re Uets be ig we - ‘ere ers Oe 
‘ ‘i : on a > aire } 
44 ih i i : > Ws on) at a oi sf +) > i: » ed reed ¢ * 
i] > 
i ‘ ! ‘ f i" q « 
7 At as ia 7 ba ONS ny 4. 2OGnEVOSS 
, ; 
. ‘s¥ yen 4 Wt ay of fod . i Henle eae 
. : : _:a.@ 
~ ot Mon aon wpe . a €H0le ls eee ee Oe _ te ee a 
‘ ‘ : ~ ld 
‘ : 
a te at pase of i ee Ce i we A gh Ds 43 ys ad 2 r ate oe4 > gpey> > oh 
; ; ; + es 
hy p y Si site & ats A, = \A 1 ‘ oe mite % 
wm Ps d ; oa 177 | ioe iY ® ene tee . 0 a> eye treet (7 t+ 
2 * 
: “ - ’ o's ba , ‘ 
}" - 1OFe'1 Pal £7 aa on as 
eR gy ; Nea ry eSye3 
i ktd | Jes 
pide Ab a Peed) ae '¢ bY LAS, ge he s te ee é 
tha er pao ood pt eg me el raed ¢ ore - spurs ‘9 « b 
. ; é —_ m —=—_ 
arate Suet sso ige | he pn irae a Lot han gt een ee 
gu ‘ . : i y . ’ 
1 Se Ve uc iy Otte: ie eh 2 oe 
Re ee = 7. : \ 
fal eee ee Pay: = Belaled i . 
a re fa %iie _ - i Vevege a8 ~~ * — - omen darine —— ee ae s —_— —w 
- ’ 7 re: rye at 
Pe ee mse Vs af oom . oho de Apne i a o\P - ~- 
» ’ pos * Pa 
' as 
= i 
eo » 
: “9 © 
’ 
= : ea) ie € ‘on 
c 
: 4 «6 
ar: a ¥ 
‘ 666 ae4e am | 
‘ a =) : rapes 1+ athe an & 
J . ° : re a“ > & 
; ‘ ; ae: : an, a conte) 


ee 


Dominion Statisticien: 


BAROMETRICS FILE =F 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BURBAU OF STATISTICS 
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES STATISTICS 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


eee en 


———— 


——- + 


“Herbert Marshall 


Director, Division of Census of Industry and Merchandising: W. H. Losee 
Bee's Bercienditing and ’Servites Statistics sn Beton le 
Vol. 9 = No. la. / 16-4050 
A 11 
CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
‘en Bae ©) oe - 
DEF tt ee ONOMY DECEMBER, 1947 
EE ee — 


This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 
and wholesele grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distri- 
bution. 


WHOLKSALE TRADE 


Wholesale Grocers’ Sales 

Dollar volume of sales in the wholesale grocery trade in Decem=- 
ber, 1947 exceeded that of December a year ago by 14% and was 19% below 
November, 1947 according to statements submitted by 76 of the larger firms 
across Canada. Sales for the twelve months of 1947 were 17% higher than 
for the year 1946. 


‘Greatest gains were recorded in Ontario and Quebec where sales 
were 16% and 17% respectively higher than in December a year agoe British 
Columbia dropped, to third place with an increase of 14% while sales in the 
Maritimes were up 9% and in the Prairies, 8%. British Columbia recorded 
the largest increase over 1946 for the twelve-month period with sales up 
by 22%. Sales in Ontario in 1947 were 19% higher than during the year 
1946 with those in Quebec up 16%. In the Prairies and the Maritimes, 
wholesale grocers'. sales in 1947 were 15% and 14% respectively higher than 
in the previous year. 


Fruit and Vegetable Dealers’ Sales 


Fruit and vegetable dealers' sales continued the trend which has 
been in evidence throughout 1947 with a drop of 12% in dollar volume of 
sales in December compared with December, 1946. This, however, was the 
largest decrease to be recorded for any month. Sales in December were &% 
below November, while the cumulative sales for the 12 months of 1947 were 
6% lower than 1946, 


All regions recorded lower volumes in December, 1947 than in the 
same month a year ago. Sales of fruits and vegetables in the Western 
Provinces were down 15%; in Ontario, 11%; and in the Maritimes and Quebec 
combined, 10%. For the full year 1947, the Western Provinces also regis~ 
tered the largest decrease with sales 8% below the year 1946. Ontario 
sales were 5% lower and those in the Maritimes and Quebec combined, 3%. 
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Grocers’ Inventories 


Wholesale grocers’ inventories at the end of December, 1947 were 
valued 16% higher than at the end of November, 1947. Stocks on hand at 
the beginning of December are normally 64% in excess of sales in that 
month. Inventories at the beginning of December this year. were valued 21% 
in excess of sales in that month. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales 


Number (add 000) Per cent change 
Division of OE cai 12 months 
firms December December po Oe 1947 
reporting 1946 1947 1946 1947 12 months 
1946 
is a 
CANADA eoee90780080 76 we. 215) slo at 28,949 ta et 19.3 Pleo O) 
Maritime Provinces 15 5,406 Sh well ae ee ce -18.9 FV Sret, 
Quebec 2e@ee9360000 20 3,082 3,969 Tir 4 -19.0 crleye lO, 
Ontario ooeevx2 80086 co 8,025 9,506 rll (eh eae =14,9 bales If 
Prairie Provinces. 1S 6 , 906 7 422 + 7.65 =-29.8 +14.7 
British Columbia . 6 ieee Uses: +140 -11.0 +2224 
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
evans (add 000) Per cent change 
> Le ae oe Dec., 1947 over 12 months 
Division firms December December aes. pee Nee 1947 
4 x 7C eg r e ee 
reporting 1946 1947 1946 1947 12 months 
eg, OT ey os [ Pet et ne eis et 1946 
$ $ 
CANADA ©2000000 45 9,692 S501 -12695 ta 4 eal : be} tice) 
Maritime and Quebec 16 ey AltA: LOS = 9.8 -18.9 - 27 
Ontario eer ee202800 ey Oo ,oLe derail oe ie es — Byes dl —_ 4.8 
Western Provinces. Le 3,904 35399 -14.6 - 7.8 - &.0 
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Retail Trade 


Chain Stores - December, 1947 sales of 933 chain store units operated by 29 
chain companies in the food retailing field were 42% higher than sales of 
928 stores operated by the same 29 firms in December, 1946. Average sales 
per store in December, 1947 were $29,594, 42% above the $20,893 average for 
the same month of the previous year. 


Extensive gains were recorded in all sections of the country. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for December, 1946 and 1947 
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% Change, 


December, 1946 December, 1947 Tusoales 
No. of No. of ; December ,1947 
Stores pales Stores sales December ,1946 
$ 
CANADA cccccccsece 928 19,388,800 933 27,611,500 +424 
Maritime Provinces eo. 43 639,700 45 920,600 +43.9 
PIO DOO) tes sie wee sels ee0 0 164 pie WY de ee BS 164 5. 94054.00 442.3 
OOCATLIO. os 9 veces ss's is 487 10 ,319 ,900 487 Ls 0699700 446.0 
‘Prairie Provinces ... 141 2005 y LOO 141 3,114,400 +3001 
British Columbia .... 93 1,859,000 96 2 55655200 +38.0 
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Independent Stores - Ontario and Quebec marked up gains which exceeded the 
Canada average increase. Other regions, with the exception of Saskatchewan, 
experienced modest increases.over December, 1946. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for December, 1946 and 1947 
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No. of No. % Change in Sales 

Stores Reporting December, 1947 

Reporting An Increase December, 1946 
CANADA eccccevoe 1,066 675 + 8.0 
Maritime Provinces . 156 87 + 504 
Quebec eocveccvecece 248 180 #11.6 
Ontario cecesccccece 353 223 + 9.5 
Manitoba swrcecececeos 79 46 + 3.4 
Saskatchewan .eecece 60 on - 062 
Alberta ceveccccvoces 90 42 + 3.6 
British Columbia ... 100 70 + 7.3 
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ees JANUARY, 1948 

anceps 
This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 

and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade,thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distri- 
bution. aoe 


WHOLESALE TRADE 
Grocers’ Sales 


Sales of wholesale grocers in January, 1948 were 2% higher in 
dollar volume than in January a year ago but were 4% below the sales for De= 
cember, 1947 according to statements submitted by 78 of the larger firms 
across Canada. 


The only region to record a substantial increase was British 
Columbia where sales were 18% higher than in January, 1947. Small gains of 
2% and 1% were recorded in the Prairies and in Quebec. Ontario sales were 
down 1% while in the Maritimes, a drop of 6% was reported. Compared with 
December, 1947, the eastern provinces all showed decreased sales volumes in 
January, 1948, while the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia registered 
advances of 11% and 2% respectively. 


Fruit and Vegetable Dealers’ Sales 


The downward trend in dollar sales volume of fruits and vegetable 
dealers which has been in evidence for the past twelve months continued 
into January, 1948 when sales were 11% below January, 1947 and 20% below 
December, 1947. Decreases by regions were as follows: Western Provinces, 
15%; Ontario, 9%; Maritimes and Quebec combined, 8%. 


Grocers’ Inventories 


Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of January, 
1948 were valued 8% above those on hand at the end of January a year ago 
and 4% lower than at the end of December, 1947. Inventories at the bee 
ginning of January are normally 63% in excess of sales in that month (based 
on the average experience of 1935 to 1942). Stocks on hand at the begine= 
ning of January this year were 43% in excess of sales in that month. 


Year's Subscription, $1.00 
Single Copies, olO 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Number — (add 000) Per cent change 
a 2 o of 
Division firms January, January, January, 1948 over 
reporting 1947 1948 January, December, 
1947 1947 
$ $ 

GANADALociios we ode 78 26 304 26 ,840 Ane O @ 461 
Maritime Provinces . 16 3 5682 3,458 - 6.1 10.2 
PAGO 0 0:05 04058 9isrer0b0, 6 21 Sin 92 3,298 + 1.4 =24.5 
Ontario ©oO0COFKHZ2OHROOeE PAS 8,983 S95) lend AS Cd 8.0 
Prairie Provinces .. a, 6,776 6,895 + 1.8 +11.5 
British Columbia ... 6 3,671 4,318 +176 + 2.35 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


~ Dollar Sales’ 


add 000 Per cent change 


Number 
Division of January 5 January, January, 1948 over 
firms 1947 . 1948 January 5 December, 
reporting 1947 1947 
$ $ 
CANADA oe eer0e¢000000 45 7,945 7,058 11.2 20.4 
Maritimes and Quebec . 16 1,585 1,452 = 8.4 —29 64 
Ontario e@2e0e0080800000 a7, 3,346 3,046 = 9.0 =. 8.4 
Western Provinces .coe 12 3,014 2,560 -15.1 =-28.0 


mos: 

RETAIL TRADE 
Chain Stores - January, 1948 sales of 954 chain store units operated by 24 
chain companies in the food retailing field were 60% higher than sales of 
947 stores operated by the same 24 firms in January, 1947. Average sales 
per store in January, 1948 were $31,109, 59% above the $19,580 average for 
the same month of the previous year. 


Extensive gains were recorded in all sections of the country. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for January, 1947 and 1948 


— 


ia I, Change, 


January, 1947 January, 1948 in Sates 
No. of No. of January, 1948 
a Stores Sales 4 Stores Sales January s 1947 
3 $ 
CANADA coscsc0c0c0e 947 _ 18,542,200, 954 29,677,700 +6001 
Maritime Provinces . 53 652 ,600 54 947,300 +452 
BMGDEC <csccecsccees 162 4,070,900 161 § ,892 ,200 +44,7 
BRIGATIO pveceeersene 476 9,788,400 477 15,845,800 +619 
Prairie Provinces .. 100 2,041,600 100 55019, 900 +72.4 
British Columbia ... 156 1,988,700 162 3,473,500 +74.7 


ae 


Independent Stores = An increase of 11% in independent food store sales in 
Ontario was the highest recorded in January. This was closely followed in 
the Maritime Provinces and British Columbia with gains of 10%. Advances in 
other regions of the country ranged from 3% to 7%, while the Dominion aver- 
age was 9% higher than last year. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for January, 1947 and 1948 


—— ee 


ca es PR ee Ee es Se ee ee 
No. of Noo % Change in Sales 

Stores Reporting January, 1948 

Reporting An Increase January, 1947 
CANADA scccccee 1,164 757 + 8.5 
Maritime Provinces. 164 107 x mes Py é 
Quebec cecccececsces 265 185 + 6.7 
Ontario ececceceeoe 561 244 +1029 
Manitoba sesovccsove 86 50r: + 5.0 
Saskatchewan ecooerce 69 30 + 3.2 
Alberta ceccccvveee 104 60 + 5.8 
British Columbia .. 115 81 +10.2 
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This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 
and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distri- 
bution. 


WHOLESALE TRADE 
Grocers! Sales 


The dollar volume of sales of wholesale grocers in Canada for 
February, 1948 was practically unchanged from that of February a year ago 
and was 7% below the January figures, according to statements submitted by 
78 of the larger wholesalers across the countrye 


British Columbia continued to record sales well in advance of 
last year's dollar volume, while a gain of 9% was reported by Quebec whole= 
salers and of 2% by those in the Maritime Provinces. Sales in Ontario and 
the Prairie Provinces were 5% and 4% respectively below February, 1947. 


Fruit and Vegetable Dealers' Sales 


Sales of wholesalers of fruits and vegetables in February were 7% 
below the dollar volume of February, 1947, but were 5% higher than the 
dollar sales in January. These figures are based on statements from 49 of 
the larger wholesalers across Canada. Reports from the Maritimes and Quebec 
showed a slight increase over February last year, but sales in the other 
regions continued below the 1947 level. Compared with January, a substan- 

tial gain of 34% was recorded for the Maritimes and Quebec combined and a 
more moderate increase of 5% was shown for the Western Frovinces. Dollar 
volume of sales in Ontario was 5% below that in January. 


Grocers’! Inventories 


Inventories of wholesale grocers at the end of February, 1948 were 
4% higher in value than at the same date a year ago but were 8% below the 
value reported at the end of the preceding month. Stocks at the beginning 
of February are normally 66% in excess of sales in that month. Wholesale 
grocers' inventories at the beginning of February this year were valued 49% 
in excess of sales. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


SSS 


Dollar Sales 


Number 7 (add 000) Per cent change 


(On 
Division firms © February February February, 1948 over 
reporting 1947 1948 February, January, 


1947 1948 


CANADA UL Se torts ne 78 24,252 24,512 + 0.3 - 7.0 
Maritime Provinces . 16 $4203 3,268 + 2.0 - 3.7 
QUES 54 eee tel orerate's rahe, 25546 CHAT GS1®) +' Sue +11.3 
OuLario' weee seve cee 23 8,147 T,1c6 = 5e2 “1362 
Prairie Provinces .. 14 6,876 6,585 = 4,2 = 605 
British Columbia .o- 6 3,460 3,953 #1462 = 9.8 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


“Dollar Sales” 


Wunba (add 000) Per cent change 
of os 

Division firms February February February, 1948 over 
reporting 1947 1948 February, January, 

: 1947 1948 

$ $ 

CANADA « ieee cieitic cee 49 7 5750 7 5211 = 7.0 + 5ed 
Maritimes and Quebec. 18 dtl? 1,728 * Oeil +3420 
ONC alt VO Wevelot crete os.ccieieuate 18 Si LS, 2,940 = 6.8 - 5e2 
Western Provinces .e. 13 aes & Sn 2,543 -11.6 + 5e2 


oe $e 
RETAIL TRADE 
Chain Stores - February, 1948 sales of 935 chain store units operated by 23 
chain companies in the food retailing field were 43% higher than sales of 
929 stores operated by the same 23 firms in February, 1947. Average sales 


per store in February, 1948 were $27,498, 42% above the $19,359 average for 
the same month of the previous year. 


Extensive gains were recorded in all sections of the countrye 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for February, 1947 and 1948 


February, 1947 February, 1948 


In Sales 
Noo of 5 No. of February ,1948 
Stores ales Stores Sales February ,1947 
CANADA (Oseceveyee 929 17,984,300 935 2557105200 +43 0 
Maritime Provinces .« 53 636 ,400 53 864 .300 +358 
Quebec oe a) 162 4,018,200 16) 5,491,200 +3607 
Ontario eecccceccecce 481 9,505,200 484 14,317,600 +506 
Prairie Provinces oo 92 1,959,200 92 2,461,700 425.7 
British Columbia .o-e 141 1,865,300 145 2,575,400 +38ol 


I 


et ET 


Independent Stores = Sales of independent food stores in eastern Canada 
Showed a firmer trend than those in the west.e Decreases were reported for 
each of the three Prairie Provinces. Gains recorded elsewhere were of 
minor proportions and far below the scale of those shown by chain food 
storese 


Comparison of Sales Reported for February, 1947 and 1948 


Noor ee ee “Noo —"  % Ghange in Sales 
Stores Reporting February, 1948 
Reporting _—___ An Increase February, 1947 
CANADA ecoccecevce Leen 548 ae 
Maritime Provinces . 156 78 + 305 
Quebec ccovccvcvecccs 255 142 + 4,5 
Ontario ceeccccccecece $O7 196 * 569 
Manitoba ecsescecces 81 35 - 1.6 
Saskatchewan cee-rcce 62 13 = 7.5 
INDOOR eccocecsecee 99 36 ° 2.8 
British Columbia .e. Lit 48 + 0.5 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION 


/\ 


March, 1948 


This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 
and wholesale c¢rocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distri- 
bution. 


WHOLESALE TRADE 
Grocers' Sales. 


Wholesale grocers’ sales in March, 1946 were 4% higher in 
dollar volume than in March, 1947 and 12% higher than in the preceding 
month according to statements submitted by 78 of the larger wholesalers 
across Canada, An increase of 13% over last year was reported for 
British Columbia, 74 for the Maritime Provinces and 6% for Ontario, while 
dollar sales were down in .uebec and the Prairie Provinces by 3% and 2% res- 
pectively. 


Cumulative dollar sales for the first quarter of 1948 were 2% 
higher than in the corresponding period of 1947. Only slight gains of less 
than one per cent were reported for the year to date in the Hastern provinces 
while a drop of one per cent was recorded inthe Prairies. British Colunbia 
was the only province to show a marked increase in dollar volume of business, 
sales for the year to date there being 15% higher than in the first three 
months of 1947. 


Fruit and Vegetable Dealers’ Sales. 


Advancing 11% from February, sales of fruit and vegetable whole- 
salers in March, 1948 were still 14% below the dollar volume of March, 1947 
according to reports from 50 of the larger dealers across the country. Sales 
in British Columbia were down 18%; in the Maritimes, and quebec combined, 
15%; while Ontario sales were 9% lower than in the same month a year ago. 


Cumulative sales for the first three months of 1948 were 11% below 
the dollar volume recorded for the first three months of the previous year. 
Wholesalers in the Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario registered an 8% drop in sales 
for this period, while in the Western provinces, sales for the first quarter 
of the current year were 15% lower than in the corresponding period of 1947. 


Grocers' Inventories. 

Dollar value of stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at 
the end of March, 1948 was 1% higher than at the same date a year ago, 
but 5% below the value reported at the end of February. Stocks on hand 
at the beginning of March are normally 49% in excess of sales in that 
month. Wholesale grocers’ inventories at the beginning of February this 
year were valued 23% in excess of sales. 


Wholesale Grocery [rade by Economic Divisions 


Se a | Et 1 a) ne 
Dollar Sales Per cent change 


(add 000) 

Number Jan.-to= 
Division of March, March, March, 1948 over Mar., 1946 

firns 1947 1948 March, Fen. , Jan.-to- 

reporting 1947 1948 Mar., 1947 

eR | oa S| re 

CANADA ©ee0709000060 Ze 26,048 27,151 + 4.0 __+*11.9 + L260 
Maritime Provinces oc. 16 5,002 S740 + 6.8 420.2 + 0.9 
que bec ©0002 00900809800 0 20 2,968 2,890 = Bed + 4.4 + Oss 
Ontario eeccscescss000 25 8,206 Biel + 669 +12 .8 + 0.2 
Prairie Provinces coe. 13 7 4569 7,240 - 1.7 + 99 - 1.4 
British Columbia occoe 6 4,003 4,538 +13.4 +1302 415.1 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


PE SS 


or 


Dollar Sales © 


Nee ae NEE A A SE a 


Per cent change 


Number (ada 000) ‘hand pane 
of Jan. ,-to-=- 

Division firms March, March, March, 1946 over March ,1948 
reporting 1947 1948 March, Feb., Jan. ,-to= 

1949 1948 March ,1947 

an Re east a gene gt 
‘ bi Fh 

CANADA eoecoeneov0oe eed 50 = 9,472 6,155 =-13.9 +10.5 -10.8 
Maritime and Quebec .. 19 ejnee 1,992 -15.1 + 0.5 - 7.9 
Ontario peooeveoec0ee ste 0080 18 3,606 5,285 = 9.0 +14.9 = (ey) 
Western Provinces .... 13 DOr aye f) -18.1 +10.5 -15.1 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Chain Stores - March, 1948 sales of 977 chain store units operated by 24 
chain companies in the food retailing field were 35% higher than sales of 
967 stores operated by the same 24 firms in March, 1947. Average sales 
per store in March, 1948 were $28,681, 32% above the $21,799 average for 
the same month of the previous year. 


Extensive gains were recorded in all sections of the country. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for March, 1947 and 1948 


% Change, 
March, 1947 March, 1948 In Sales 
No. of No. of March, 1948 
Stores Sales Stores Sales March, 1947 
$ * 

CANADA coccccsecce 967 21,079 ,500 977 28,021,000 45209 
Maritime Provinces . 73 863, 800 72 1,086,300 425.8 
QUebeC cocccceceecce 162 4,496,600 162 D4 Dog 900 +31.9 
Ontario coccescccces 468 10,949,700 473 15,210,900 +389 
Prairie Provinces .. 125 2,004,600 Loo 2,966,500 +16.1 
British Columbia .oe 139 2,214, 800 145 2,825 , 800 +27 6 


a a AI 


Independent Stores =~ Independent food stores in Canada reported sales 
averaging 2% higher in March, 1948 than in March, 1947. Less than half 
of the reporting stores reported gains over March a year ago. A down 
ward trend was in evidence in the Prairie Provinces, while elsewhere 
minor increases were experienced. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for March, 1947 and 1948 


eee 


No. of No. vA Change in Sales 
Stores Reporting March, 1948 
Reporting An Increase March, 1947 
CANADA ccocesccrce 1,130 549 + 200 
Maritime Provinces o 161 88 + 4.3 
Qiebee eeoceeccecccece 259 141 + 4,0 
ONCATLO wecscccccces 349 175 + 2.9 
MTELODA’ 5 940.5 0.00% 0s 81 . 34 - 202 
Saskatchewan cececoe 68 13 - &1 
MEDOUCE csi swe isis cue 100 46 - 1.1 
British Columbia ... EA, 52 + 0.4 
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DEPT OF CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
aL ECONOMY rae 
MW ITICF . April, 1948 
| aS 


This bulletin brings together the information on retail 
grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in 
other monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitat- 
ing a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food 
distribution. 


WHOLES ALE TRADE 
Grocers’ Sales, 


The wholesale grocery trade throughout Canada recorded 
considerably larger increases in sales over 1947 in April than have been 
recorded in preceding months, according to statements of 76 of the larger 
firms across the country. Sales for Canada averaged 14% above those in 
April, 1947 and 12% above March, 1948, whereas the cumulative gain for 
the year to date over the corresponding period last year was 5%. 


Sales in Quebec and British Columbia were 24% above those 
‘for April a year ago. Wholesalers in the Prairie Province reported an 
increase of 14%; in Ontario, 10%; and in the Maritimes, 5%. In all re- 
gions, the April gains exceeded the increases in sales for the period from 
January to April, 1948 over the corresponding period of 1947, 


Fruit and Vegetable Dealers’ Sgles 


Dollar sales of fruit snd vegetable wholesalers in April 
continued 11% below the 1947 level]. but showed an increase of 6% over 
March, 1946 sales. These figures ure based on statements submitted by 
47 of the larger dealers across Canada, The April decrease is in line 
with the decrease for the first four months of 1948 compared with the first 
four months of 1947 which amounted to 12%. 


There was a considerable range in the decreases recorded 
for the various regions of the country. Fruit and vegetable sales in 
Ontario were only 2% below april, 1947; in the Maritimes and juebec com- 
bined, they were down 7%; while in the Western Provinces, a drop of 21% 
was recorded, The only variation from the percentage decreases for the 
‘year to date occured in Ontaric where April sales were down only 2% com- 
pared with a drop of 7% for the first four months combined. 


Year's subscription, $1.00 
single copies, 10 cents 


ee 
Grocers' Inventories = 
There was a drop in value of stocks in the hands of whole- 
sale grocers at the end of April, 194€ amounting to 2% compared with the 
same date a year ago and 5% compared with March 31, 1948. Stocks on hand 
at the beginning of April are normally 35% in excess of sales in that 
month, Wholesale grocers' inventories at the beginning of April this 
year were valued only 6% in excess of sales in that month. 
Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
Dollar Sales 
F E , ce ane 
(add 000) Per cent change 
Number Jan. ,-to= 
Division of April, April, April, 1948 over Apr. ,1948 
firms 1947 1948 Aprils Mareh Jan. ,-to= 
reporting 1947 194E Apr.,1947 
peter ne anti 
“P w 
QOANADA €@€eee Oooeae +13 8 edd 9 + ayer?) 
Maritime Frovinces 16 Oo, 900 4,119 + 4.7 +P ae + 1.9 
wuebec S$SG28Hy OR BEF OHS 17 ig oO Oyooo #25..6 +201 + S25 
COTh ek LO) ree siete walelienat exam ao 8.628 9,448 + 9. +1321 * 2.6 
Frairie Provinces .. 14 6.505 7,431 414.2 + 9,0 + 2.4, = 
British Columbia ... 6 Sy 927 4,865 425.9 + 8.7 +17.4 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


aca Saeuaeeeeenl 


A 


ae 


sr 


re Dollar Sales : ma 
(add 000) Per cent change 
Number Jan. ,-to- 
of April, APPL; April, 1948 over April, 1948 
Division firms 1947 1948 April, March Jan. ,-to- 
reporting 1947 1948 April, 194¢ 
a ae URLS z sete 
CANADA ses pecees, 27) 9,078 8,882 1). 6 gt 5.9 ee 
Maritimes and quebec . 16 2,007 1,860 - 7,0 +20.0 - 7,7 
Ontario 9eOoV9G V2 GH FY iy 4,002 5,906 is 204 21,0 = (SAS 
Western Provinces ... 14 35. 605 3,066 ~20.7 ile? -19.2 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Chain Stores - April, 1948 sales of 937 chain store units:operated by 23 
chain companies in the food retailing field were 30% higher than sales of 
929 stores operated by the same 23 firms in April, 1947. Average sales 
per store in April, 194@ were $29,578, 29% above the $22,891 average for 
the same month of the previous year. 


Extensive gains were recorded in all sections of the country. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for April, 1947 and 1948 


‘o Change, 


April, 1947 April, 1948 In Sales 

No. of Ho. Or april, 194€ 

otores Sales Stores Sales April, 1947 
GANADA «vorereees 929 21,265 , 600 937 27,714,200 +303 
Maritime Provinces .. 61 759,600 60 981 , 300 Rte ys 
BPGDOC sacs tvrvscesd 162 4,470,900 162 Dy POs 700 +27 .8 
GEELO ss seeeveccess 4&1] 11,709,300 484 15,166,700 Do eo) 
Prairie Provinces 4... 85 2,211,400 85 recs fic ine 816) 450.2 
British Columbia .... 140 2,114,400 146 2,973,100 +40.6 


Independent Stores - Independent food stores did &% more business in April 
1948 than in the same month of last year. Ontario showed the largest in- 
crease of 12%, followed by gains of 9% in the Maritime Provinces and &% 
jn Quebec. Smaller gains were recorded in western Canada, ranging from 


alias f 


1% in Manitoba to 6% in Saskatchewan, 


Comparison of Sales Reported for April, 1947 and 1948 


ee wa + a + ee 


No. of No. ae i» 1%.Cbapee in Sales 

Stores Reporting April, 19468 

Sat ee Reporting An Increase April, 1947 
CANADA sscoeesse0 —_ 1,107 685 ~~ 2 RS 
Maritime Provinces .. BOW 101 + 9.4 
SEG DEC oe y sy’ dis ols ees Boe 165 + 8.3 
EA LLC: Falvete > domo elee a 601 241 +11.8 
METI GO DO AWine reve eldisle «lei yveiis 87 59 tele 
Paskatchewan -ceccece 63 ya) + 6.0 
Sing ee ee 97 50 +4 2.8 
British Columbia ..«.: 100 DY 4°35, 7 
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DEPT. OF | QYRRENT TRENDS IN fon DISTRIBUTION 
ECONOM 3 
POLITICAL. FELONS "A | 
bet May, 1948 
ead 


This bulletin brings together the information on retail 
grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in 
other monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitat- 
ing a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food 
distribution. 


WHOLESALE TRADE 
Grocers’ Sales. 


Dollar volume of sales of wholesale grocers in May, 1948 was 
3% above that for the same month a year ago but 7% below the volume for 
April, 1948. These figures are based on returns for 76 of the larger 
firms across Canada, The cumulative gain for the first five months of 
1948 over the corresponding period of 1947 was 5% for Canada as a whole. 
This increase varied between 2% and 5% for the provinces east of British 
Columbia and jumped to 16% for British Columbia. 


Compared with May last year, sales in May, 1948 showed the 
greatest gain in the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia where the 
volume was 9% higher. An increase of 7% in dollar sales was recorded in 
the Maritime Provinces, while sales of wholesale grocers in Ontario and 
Quebee dropped 2% and 3% respectively. 


Fruit and Vegetable Dealers’ Sales. 


A drop of 26% from May, 1947 in dollar sales of wholesale 
fruit and vegetable dealers was recorded from the combined statements of 
50 of the larger wholesalers across the country. Compared with April, 
1948, May sales were up 4%. Cumulative sales for the year 1948 to date 
were 15% lower than in the first five months of 1947. 


All regions of the country registered decided declines in 
volume of fruit and vegetable sales. Sales in the Maritimes and Quebec 
combined were down 30%; Ontario, 23%; and the Western Provinces, 27%. 


Years’ Subscription $1.00 


Single Copies o LO 


Grocers’ Inventories. 


Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at May 3lst 
were 2.5% lower in dollar value than at the same date a year ago and 
5% below the value at the end of April this year. Inventories at the 
beginning of May are normally 26% in excess of sales in that month 
(based on the average of 1935 - 1942). Wholesale grocers' inventories 
at the beginning of May this year were value 8% in excess of sales in 
that month. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


(add 000) Per cent change 
Number Jan. ,-toe 
Division of May, May , May, 1948 over May, 1948 
firms 1947 1948 May, April Jane ,-to= 
reporting 1947 1948 May, 1947 
CAN ADA @o0e0e020078C00 76 26,991 27 5833 + Hehe dl = Lae + 4.8 
Maritime Provinces . 15 3,756 4,012 + 7.4 = 267 + Sel 
quebec eC eoneoeoKo eo eo eo oe Be Pal 4,020 3,896 =. Bien: — 9.0 + Sa 
Ontario oceeseoeeooeae0e0 25 Seok pier giles’ = he) oe 6.8 + 1256 
Prairie Provinces .. LL 6,446 7,001 + 8.6 +.1.9 + 3.7 
British Columbia ... 6 3,871 4,211 + 8.8 -16,4 +15.7 
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
Dollar Sales 
(add 000) Per cent change 
Number Jan., -to-= 
Division of May , May , May, 1948 over May, 1948 
firms 1947 1948 May, April Jan., -to- 
reporting 1947 1948 May, 1947 
$ $ 
CANADA eoceveecoeoe 50 12,150 ; 8,956 =-26.9 + 4.1 -15.2 
Maritimes and Quebec, 18 2,828 1,977 -30.1 -11.4 -13.4 
Ontario ooeorv,e7e e802 GCbe 18 4,609 O,O0OO =-22.9 i LS -10.6 


Western Provinces ... 14 4,713 3,426 -27.5 + 4.6 -20.8 


ee ee 
RETATL TRADE 


Chain Stores - May, 1948 sales of 945 chain store units operated by 24 
chain companies in the food retailing field were 25% higher than sales of 
947 stores operated by the same 24 firms in May, 1947. Average sales 

per store in May, 1948 were $31,109, 25% above the $24,831 average for 
the same month of the previous year. 


An increase of 34% in British Columbia featured the chain store 


results. Establishment of a number of new outlets has probably had some 
effect upon this result. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for May, 1947 and 1948 


May, 1947 May, 1948 % Change 

in Sales 

NGL No. of May, 1948 

Stores Sales Stores Sales May, 1947 
CANADA socceccces 947 25,014, 900 945 29,598,300 +250 
Maritime Provinces ... 60 895,500 58 1,051,200 +1724 
WUCKDEC acccccsiccrrcccs 162 2,072,700 154 6,089,300 +#20.0 
Ontario coccecccescrece 488 12,609,200 489 16,053,000 +27 05 
Prairie Provinces coc. 98 2,659,200 98 3,148,200 +184 
British Columbia .ooce 139 Biel Ozo00 146 3,056,700 434.28 


Independent Stores - Independent food merchants reported little change 

in volume of sales from May last year. In Eastern Canada slight increases 
occurred, but in the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia minor declines 
prevailed. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for May, 1947 and 1948 


No. of No. q Change in Sales 
Stores Reporting May, 1948 
Reporting An Increase May, 1947 
CDNAUES ss se «o> oe 6 ss 1,136 546 +1.4 
Maritime Provinces ..cee.-. 165 Ye) +0.4 
EMCO CH wolevaleteite wisietels, 6 ere.0 o70"6 260 VSS 42.4 
OnORES ICY 6 Gc GHA PGR eas CODOS 3O9 183 +28 
Barat O Dele sielese fetes os ols oe) ae ‘ 85 530) =-1.2 
easkatchewan ..cccccccccce 62 ao) -1.4 
Sat ae ee 97 47 -1.0 


British Columbia ©0ec ee ee oe 108 50 =0.3 
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BARCMETRICS frye «pe 


POLITICAL eens by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C.D. Howe, 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE . fo? LN tent thiedd 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS O : 
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES STATISTICS 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


re 
CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION 


: June, 1948 
Dalia d 
This bulletin brings together the information on retail 
grocery and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in 
other monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitat- 
ing a comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food 


distribution. 
WHOLESALE TRADE 
Wholesale Grocers' Sales. 


Sales of wholesale grocers in June, 194© were 14% higher in 
dollar volume than in June, 1947 and the same percentage higher than in 
May, 1948, according to statements submitted by 72 of the larger firms 
across Canada. Cumulative sales for tlhe first six months of 1948 showed 
an increase in volume of 7% over the first haif of 1947, All regions re- 
ported increased sales volumes, with gains over June, 1947 ranging from 
5% in Quebec to 25% in the Maritime Provinces. 


Fruit and Vegetable Wholesalers' Sales. 


Dollar volume of sales of fruit and vegetable dealers con- 
tinued well below last year's level in June when the 48 firms submitting 
reports eet a decline of 19%. Compared with May, 1946, June sales 
were up 5%, while the cumulative total for the year to fete was 16% lower 
than that for the first six months of 1947. Fruit and vegetable dealers 
in the Maritime Provinces reported sales 30% below last June; in British 
Columbia there was a drop of 25%; while a decline of 6% was registered 
in Ontario. 


Grocers’ Inventories. 


Inventories of wholesale grocers at June 50, 1946 were 7h 
lower in value than at the same date a year ago and 4% below the end of 
May this year. Inventories at the beginning of June are normally 20% in 
excess of sales in that month (based on the average of 1945 - 1942), while 
at the beginning of June this year, they were 14% below the sales volume 
for that month. 


ee aS ty 
Year's subscription, 1.00 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Sales : 
(add 000) Per cent change 


Number Jan., -to- 

Division of June, June, June, 1948 over June, 1948 

firms 1947 1948 June, May , Jan. -to- 

reporting 1947 1948 June, 1947 

Tiree RNa One Feng ener ore RS aReL “Th 
CANADA ccocese 72 27,018 30,752 4+15.8 +14.3 + 6.6 
Maritime Provinces 14 3,460 4,339 429 04 412.1 + 6.8 
QUEDEC 2.6 meelne es 17 2,861 2,998 + 4.8 + 7.1 + 5.5 
Ontario cecceesces 22 95226 10,208 +11.8 +14,1 + 3.7 
Prairie Provinces, 13 7,149 8,535 +16.6 411.4 6.05 
British Columbia . 6 4,420 4,874 +10.3 +25.5 +14.6 
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
Dollar Sales 
(add 000) Per cent change 

Number Jan. ~t0o- 

Division of. June, June , June, 1948 over June, 1948 

firms 1947 194© June, May, Jan. -to- 

reporting 1947 1946 June, 1947 
CANADA @o8e 9090 48 12,4354 10,031 -19.3 + Dicxt -16.,0 
Maritimes & Quebec. ERs) 2,498 1,743 ~30.2 + 1.9 -16.9 
ONC TLC J sive ei regs mee 19 4,856 4,465 - 8.0 gg Ses -10.1 


Western Provinces., 14 5,080 3,825 =24 67 + 4.4 -21.6 


ai Ses 
RETAIL TRADE 


Chain Stores - June, 1948 sales of 953 chain store units operated by «4 
Chain companies in the food retailing field were 34% higher than sales of 
960 stores operated by the same 24 firms in June, 1947. Average sales 
per store in June, 1948 were $30,694, 35% above the $22,681 average for 
the same month of the previous year. 


Ontario and Quebec had the largest increases (36% and 35%), but 
gains elsewhere were also of sizeable proportions. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for June, 1947 and 1948 


———————————————————— — — ——eeeee—e—e—e—e—eeEeeeeoaoaoaoaoaoaommQQQooooooeeoauuummw—=s—- 


June, 1947 June, 1948 % Change 

in Sales 

No. of No. of June, 1948 
Stores Sales Stores Sales June, 1947 


CANADA cecccccccce 960 21,775,400 953 29,251,000 +34.3 
Maritime Provinces oc. 73 9157, LOC 72 1,167 , 800 +276 
QUEDEC wcececcvcecccvce 161 4,626,100 155 6,256,600 #35 05 
Ontario ..ccccscserccoe 478 11,485,900 475 15,648,100 +3652 
Prairie Provinces coco 107 2,505,900 104 3,220,600 +28.6 
British Columbia .ococe 141 2,242,400 147 2,957,900 4351.9 


I a i ca rrr 


Independent Stores = Independent stores did 13% more business in June this 
year than last. The largest increase of 17% was recorded in Ontario, fol- 
lowed by gains ranging from 4% to 15% in the other regions. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for June, 1947 and 1948 


Eee 


No. of No. % Change in Sales 
Stores Reporting June, 1948 
Reporting An Increase June, 1947 
CANADA ecocsccceccccee 669 453 +12.5 
Maritime ProvinceS .occccecs 124 90 +11.6 
QUEDEC scocceccsccccccsocsoe 137 PIS +14.0 
ONtariO secsescecssvececcece 182 130 +16.6 
Manitoba .cccccccceccecccccs S1 30 + 942 
Saskatchewan cocccecrocrcees 29 19 +14.5 
MEDETCH se cacesseovcesevness 52 32 + 962 
British Columbia ...ccccceece 94 54 + 4.1 
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a CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
PO). A 

Ajol 1948 


aomniantie : 

This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 
and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distri- 
bution. 


WHOLESALE TRADE 
Wholesale Grocers! Sales 


Dollar volume of sales of wholesale grocers in July, 1948 was 

11% higher than in July last year and 8% above June, 1948, according to 
statements submitted by 71 of the larger firms across Canada. Sales for 
the first seven months of 1948 were 7% in excess of the dollar volume for 
the corresponding period of 1947. A decrease of 70 in dollar sales com- 
pared with July a year ago was recorded by grocers in yuebec, while those 
in Ontario and the Maritime Provinces had gains of 7% and 8%, and in 
British Columbia and the Prairie Provinces, of 19% and 21% respectively. 


Fruit and Vegetable Wholesalers' Sales 


3ales of fruit and vegetable dealers in July, 1948 were 25% 
lower in dollar volume than in July, 1947 and were 1% below the volume in 
June this year according to statements of 46 of the larger dealers across 
the country. Cumulative sales for the year to date were 17% lower than 
for the first seven months of 1947. British Columbia sales were down 27 Jos 
the Maritimes and Quebec combined, 22%; and Ontario, 1?- 


Grocers! Inventories 


Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of July this 
year were 3% higher in value than those held at the same date a year ago, 
and 9% above the value of stocks on hand at the end of June this year. 
Inventories at the beginning of July are normally 7% in excess of sales in 
that month ~ based on the average of 1955-1942 = while stocks on hand at 
the beginning of July this year were valued 20% lower than the sales volume 
HOKE) UL. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
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Dollar Seles 


(add 000) Per cent change 
Number Jan. - to- 
ie ue of July, JL, July, L948 over July, 1948 
ore firms 1947 1948 July, June, Jan. - to- 
reporting 1947 1948 July, 1947 
an eRe OLE BIG Sake ia ee. a 
bi 
CRNADA eas a5 71 SF Teo aie See oes +11.1 + 7.7 + 7.3 
Maritime Provinces 13 3,764 4,057 + 7.8 Dig 7 + 6.8 
MUGDEC) a'm0s evi Sb< 17 3,403 5,183 = 6.5 + 1.8 + 3,0 
ORbaPrLOls si seise he Ze TOS O15 10,740 + 7.2 + 3.3 + 4.2 
Prairie Provinces. 13 La to 9,357 tele +18,6 + 8.7 
British Columbia. . 6 4,242 5,047 +19.0 + 2509 +15.5 
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Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


(add 000) Per cent change 

Number Jan. - to~= 
ali Raclantiy of July, vuly, July, 1948 over July, 1948 

ee firms 1947 1948 July, June, Jan. -to- 
reporting 1947 1948 July, 1947 
i i 

* 
CANADA seerscvocec 46 13, 8635 10,746 2200 - 0.7 -17.1 
Maritimes & Quebec. 14 2,405 ~2e2eL ~10.6 -17.6 


1,874 
Ontario e@e00e0e7 O08 60 @ 18 4,984 ates 17.0 a fee an WS) 
Western Provinces . 14 6,474 4,701 =26.6 41203 =22 05 
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RETAIL TRADE 
Chain Stores - July, 194€ sales of 956 chain store units operated by 24 
chain companies in the food retailing field were 40% higher than sales of 


956 stores operated by the same 24 firms in July, 1947. Average sales 
per store were $32,688 in July, 1948 and $23,344 in the same month of the 


previous year. 


Increases exceeded 32% in all parts of the country, the largest 
gains (43%) oceurring in Ontario and British Columbia. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for July, 1947 and 1948 


et 
Cee acer e sa a Lar a erg Oe SE A a ST A 


July, 1947 July, 1948 % Change 
; in Sales 
No. of No. of July, 1948 
Stores Sales Stores Sales Tal yy Lees, 


CANADA cocceccvcoce 956 22,016,900 956 31,249,600 +40.0 
Maritime Provinces ..e. 74 1,000,700 73 1,324,800 #32.4 
QUEDEC seoecccccceccove 162 4,599,000 163 Oper sUO0 +36.9 
ONtATiO ceccosevsecsoce 481 11,990; 700 479 17,084,700 442.9 
Prairie Provinces .ecoe 98 2,086,900 97 3,464 , 000 453.09 
British Columbia seccoe 141 2,174,600 144 3.099), 100 +42 25 
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Independent Stores - Sales of independent food stores were 13% higher in 

_ July this year than in July, 1947. Increases were fairly uniform from the 
Maritimes to Saskatchewan, ranging from 12% to 17%. In Alberta and British 
Columbia the margin of gain was reduced to 9% and &%. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for Jul 1947 and 1948 
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No. of No. % Change in Sales 
Stores Reporting July, 1948 
Reporting An Increase July, 1947 
a Ee Pa A TE eae ae See, ea eee ce eS OS 
CA ADA < ssw alee’ owe» 760 555 +13,0 
Maritime Provinces .ece. 128 102 +14.3 
PUCDEC secvecscecs some cee N69 1235 +11.7 
ward O s6 oes cs 6 ov «es sie 205 149 +16.9 
MEDIELODR scnacencusve tose 48 oe #12.0 
Saskatchewan .cccocceecce 34 28 +14,4 
Alberta sesccvcvccccsevscs 62 46 + 9.4 
British Columbia ivse++es. 114 75 + 7,8 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
A 


August, 1948 
see eag, 


This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 
and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distri- 
bution. 


WHOLESALE TRADE 
Wholesale Grocers’ Sales 


Wholesale grocers’ sales in August, 1948 were 17 higher in 
dollar volume than in August a year ago but fell off 1% from the July 
volume according to reports submitted by 72 of the larger establishments 
across Canada. Cumulative sales for the year to date exceeded those for 
the corresponding period of 1947 by 8%. Gains for the various regions of 
the country were fairly consistent, ranging between 11% shown in Quebec 
‘and 20% in British Columbia. 


Fruit and Vegetable Dealers’ Sales 


August sales of fruit and vegetable wholesalers were 18% below 
the volume for August, 1947 and 1% lower than in July this year, with sales 
for the year to date 17% lower than in the first eight months of 1947. De- 
creases of 16% were reported for British Columbia and Ontario, while sales 
in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec combined were 27% lower than in August 
last year. 


aie = 


Grocers' Inventories 


5 The value of inventories at the end of August, 1948, as reported 
by wholesale grocers, was 11, above that on the same date a year ago and 2% 
higher than at the end of July this year. Inventories at the beginning of 
August are normally llj in excess of sales in that month (based on the 
average of 1935 - 1942), while stocks at the beginning of August this year 
were valued 10% lower than the sales volume for that month. 


Year's subscription, $1.00 


Single copies, 10 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


(add 000) Per cent change 
Number i np en aps Bc Bea ee 
: , of Jan.. - to= 
Division Soa August, August, August, 1948 over Aug., 1948 
reporting 1947 1948 August, July, Jan... - to- 
1947 1948 Aug. ; 1947 
aE a as am Ta Mae ANE Dae eT a 
GANADA .sssese. 72 PACE Y | 31,973 416.7 =- 0.9 + 6.4 
Maritime Provinces 15 3,048 4,150 417.0 - 4,0 + 8.2 
DAUGUOC: vistee els ee a xs Ly 3,098 3,442 #11.1 + 6.2 + 3.6 
Ontarioysnus aus koi 21 8,770 10,332 417.8 ile 4 tS 
Prairie Provinces. 13 7,829 9,085 +16,0 ~ 4.4 49 57 
British Columbia . 6 4,142 4,964 +19 ee = 2el 415.49 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


(add O00) ° Per cent change 
Number TE ee ps ee 
Division of Jan. = to= 
xf firms August, August , August, 1946 over Auge, 1948 
reporting 1947 1948 August , July, Jan. -to= 
1947 1948 Aug., 1947 
CANADA ee eoer e200 48 12,601 10,533 =-18,0 vad 10 =17.3 
faritimes & Quebec 16 SOL 1,688 =27.0 =21.4 =18.8 
Ontario eooovoe eee 00 18 4,120 3,408 -l6.1 =—12.0 -12.0 


Western Provinces. 14 6,170 3,187 -15.9 +19.0 =21.4 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Chain Stores - August, 1948 sales of 978 chain store units operated by 26 
chain companies in the food retailing field were 16% higher than sales of 
976 stores operated by the same 26 firms in August, 1947, Average sales 
per store were $28,611 in August, 1948 and $24,650 in the same month of 
the previous year. 


Increases in Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia compared 
favourably with the average result, but in the Maritime and Prairie Pro= 
vinces, August sales rose only 7 and 8% respectively over August, 1947. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for August, 1947 and 1948 


cee nc ee Pt A A SC 
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August, 1947 August, 1948 % Change 
3 in Sales 

No. of " No. of x) August, 1948 

Stores Rees Stores meee August, 1947 

% $ 

CANADA .wccccccvcvcce 976 24,058, 300 978 24 Ot LOO +16,3 
Maritime Provinces occoe 74 1,094,000 72 0 OS Fy A 9818) + 7.5 
BQUCDEC sees pe cceseccnene 162 4,913,200 164 5,700,600 +16,0 
BE POs 5 vides ou ne irae 493 12,623,200 490 15,023,100 +19.0 
Prairie Provinces ..ccoe 99 2,904,800 97 3,134,700 + 7.9 
British Columbia .coocc. 148 ANS es aN 8 8) 155 2,949,700 +16.9 
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Independent Stores - Sales of independent food stores were 4% higher in 
August this year than in August, 1947. Saskatchewan showed a slight de- 
cline from August last year. In other sections of the country, moderate 
gains were reported, the highest being a 9% increase in Alberta. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for August, 1947 and 1948 

a eee eee 

No. of No. % Change in Sales 

Stores Reporting August, 1948 

Reporting An Increase August, 1947 

CANADA eeo0cenr00 e000 0 779 367 + Ged 

Maritime Provinces .ocee 133 62 * lei 
Quebec eecooo@e@eoeoogevne ©0828 @ 180 92 + 6,7 
Ontario eoecdoo0ecev0e0ne 00000 202 85 Pi ek 
Manitoba @eoooaoeocvceovoecevoed 49 24 + 3.4 
Saskatchewan eeeaeoeoeooee 34 ES = On 
Alberta eoeoeesecoeo oo oe 02 O06 64 39 Be 
British Columbia occocec Lay 52 + 0.4 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
init ia SE, Gc DEL Ge a a Pe AA | 


a 


September, 1948 
SS ee 


This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 
and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distri- 
bution. 


WHOLESALE TRADE 
Grocers' Sales 


The dollar volume of sales of wholesale grocers in September, 
1948 was 9% in excess of September, 1947 and 5% higher than in August, 
1948, according to statements from 74 of the larger wholesalers across the 
country. The September gain was in line with that shown by the cumulative 
figure for the year to date which was 8.5% above the corresponding period 
of 1947. Increases over 1947 in the Prairie Provinces and in Ontario 
amounted to 15 and 11% respectively while lesser gains of between @ and 
6% were recorded in the other regions. 


Fruit and Vegetable Dealers! Sales 


September sales of fruit and vegetable wholesalers in Canada were 
only 2% below the September, 1947 figure and were 10% above August, 1948. 
Cumulative sales for the first nine months of 1948 were 16% below the 
dollar volume in the corresponding period of 1947. Fruit and vegetable 
wholesalers! sales in the Western Provinces rose 7% above the September, 
1947 volune but this gain was offset by decreases of 20% in the Maritimes 
and Quebec combined and 8% in Ontario. 


Grocers! Inventories 


Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of September 
were 16% higher in value than at the same date a year ago and 11% higher 
than at the beginning of the month. Inventories at the beginning of 
September are normally 10% in excess of sales in that month (based on the 
average of 1935-1942), while stocks at the beginning of September this year 
were 13% lower than the sales volume for that month. 


Years’ subscription - $1.00 


Single copies - 10 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
Ca Dart Dollar Sales 
Weder (add 000) Per cent change 
ee" of a | 
Division firms September, September, September ,1948 over 
reporting 1947 1948 September, August, 
1947 1948 
$ $ 
CANADA scccece 74 51,256 34,066 + 9.0 + 4,6 
Maritime Provinces 14 4,021 4,122 + 2.5 = Zed 
GUCDO GC! nie sistsie-e& e150 19 4,494 4,682 + 4.2 +18.7 
COVE AT UO ic taleleie ace eters 25 10,066 ti loo #10.6 +4.0 
Prairie Provinces. 12 iy goe 9,126 #14.6 * 6.4 
British Columbia . § 4,713 5,00] 46 eds + 6.5 
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Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Hconomic Divisions 
ahd ied wet -aahi ME 3 Mier oak BP ecistad EAL eS Naa te thre SOME cba SUN aaa ee ot ie A 


Dollar Sales 
Tere (add 000) Per cent change 
Di ° s of nov DR 
ivision Ds 
ee September, September, September ,1948 over 
SOS TAG 1947 1948 September, August, 
1947 1948 
$ $ 
CANADA @e0e000 49 11,804 11,548 = lel + 9316 
Maritimes & Quebec 16 25950 1,634 -19.7 + 1.8 
Ontario COxrF9 e028 ° 19 $5) HOLS, S 3094 — 8.5 * Sie D 
Western Provinces. 14 6,069 6,520 + 7.4 +20.0 


ees 


Jan. =to= 


Jane =to= 
Sept. ,1947 


Jan. -to= 


Sept. ,1948 


Jane -to= 
Sept. ,1947 


4 ~15.7 


-18.7 
-11.8 
-17.6 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Chain Stores - September, 1948 sales of 964 chain store units operated by 
26 chain companies in the food retailing field were 24% higher than sales 
of 965 stores operated by the same 26 firms in September, 1947. Average 
sales per store were $30,515 in September, 1948 and pce4 ,632 in the same 
month of the previous year. 


Increases amounted to more than 20% in all sections of the 
country except the Maritime Provinces where the gain was held to The 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for September, 1947 and 1948 


—. 


ee ee 


September, 1947 September, 1948 7 Change 
te ee tte 9 in sales 
No. of No. of CID diadaleisn aS 
Stores Sales ousted Sales September, 1947 
$ $ 
DP ANUA Ri ccigle viele s'9 04-8:6 965 23,770,200 964 29,416,000 +238 
Maritime Provinces .+..... 55 922 ,700 53 986,200 + 6.9 
QUEDEC cerseevesccecocces 162 5,046,900 158 6,255,600 +240 
BOCATIO secccccsvecseceos 494 12,517,400 4938 Lo, 811, 600 +26.3 
Prairie Provinces ....e-. 106 2,794 ,600 105 3 5554 ,900 +2001 
Me British Columbia ce.csece 148 2,489,600 155 3,007,600 +20.8 
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Independent Stores - Sales of independent food stores were 7% higher in 
September this vear than in September, 1947. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for September, 1947 and 1948 


No. of No. % Change in Sales 

Stores Reporting September, 1948 

Reporting An Increase September, 1947 
CANADA ccececcrcecces 827 498 * 7.4 
Maritime Provinces «sse. 143 89 + 5.2 
QUEDEC cocccccccceseecee 194 Ly, * 9,5 
Ontario ceccccsccsvecece 215 125 + 665 
Manitoba ceosereescevvece 55 37 412.8 
Saskatchewan secccessoes 39 28 41207 
Alberta seresccceccceees 62 45 +10.2 


British Columbia eeoeoeceone 119 id, + 3eD 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
a a 


October, 1948 
This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 
and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distri- 
bution. 


WHOLESALE TRADE 
Grocers! Sales 


Grocery wholesalers' sales in October dropped 10% below the dollar 
volume for the same month a year ago and 3% below September according 
to statements from 72 of the larger wholesalers across the country. ‘he 
cumulative gain for the year to date compared with the first ten months 
of 1947 declined to 6% with the October decrease. The only region to 
register an increase in volume of sales over October a year ago was the 
Prairie Provinces where sales were up 2%. Decreases were recorded in the 
other regions as follows: British Columbia, 9%; the Maritime Provinces 
and Quebec, 11%; and Ontario, 17%. 


Fruit and Vegetable Dealers’ Sales 


Dollar sales of wholesalers of fruits and vegetables were 17% lower 
in October, 1948 than in the same month of 1947 and 16% below sales in 
September, 1948. These figures are based on statements submitted by 
48 of the larger wholesalers across the country. Cumulative sales for 
the first ten months of 1948 were 16% below the dollar volume for the 
corresponding period of 1947. The decline in the Western Provinces, 9% 
was less marked than in the Hast. Ontario sales dropped 23% from 1947 
and sales in the Maritimes and Quebec combined were down 24% 


Grocers’ Inventories 
Beat catalytic Ss eae eee 


Wholesale grocers' inventories at the end of October were valued 
18% higher than at the same date a year ago and 11% higher than at the 
begiming of the month. Inventories at the beginning of October are 
normally 17% in excess of sales in that month (based on the average of 
1935 = 1942), while stocks at the beginning of October this year were 
valued 1% lower than the sales volume for that month. 


Years’ subscription - $1.00 


Single copies < olO 


ao ss 


Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 
RA en Ct a RS a NR ES A A NS A ST 


Noahs e (add 000) Per cent change 
of Jan. =to- 
Division Paras October, October, October,1948 over Oct., 1948 
reporting 1947 1948 October, Sept, Jan. -toe- 
1947 1948 Oct., 1947 
$ $ 
CANADA’ S53 ..csl6 72 35,577 50,144 - 9.7 = 3.0 + 6,0 
Maritime Provinces 15 4,712 4,183 “11.2 + 4.5 + 5.0 
Quebec ©099009090800 18 4,339 3843 -11.4 - 4.2 + 1.0 
Ontario ©000000000 22 12,8354 10,690 =1667 ~ = 2,9 - 3e4 
Prairie Provinces. 2 8,754 8,926 + 2.0 = 7.6 413.8 
British Columbia . 5 2,738 2,502 =8.6°° = 465 $11.5 
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 
Dollar Sales 
: (add 000) Per cent change 
Number Jan. =to= 
Niwas eou, of October, October, October, 1948 over Oct, 1948 
oF aes 1947 1948 October, Septe, Jan. -to- 
reporting 1947 1948 Octe, 1947 
CANADA eceoveere aC ana) 10,795 8,955 AE Les “1568 =] 5.7 
Maritimes & Quebec 16 1,947 1,476 =e%62 - 1.9 -21.6 
Ontario @02ees8e008000 18 5,962 5,067 =22 6 3 =-17.5 1267 
Western Provinces. 14 4,846 4,412 - $.0 =220e -16.9 


_— 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Chain Stores = October, 1948 sales of 975 chain store units operated by 
28 chain companies in the food retailing field were 29% higher than sales 
of $74 stores operated by 28 firms in October 1947. Average sales per 
store were $34,489 in October, 1948 and $26,682 in the same month of the 
previous yeare 


Increases amounted to more than 25% in all sections of the 


country except the Maritime Provinces where the gain was held to 15%. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for October, 1947 and 1948 


ee ee et EE A ST 


October, 1947 October, 1948 % Change 

in Sales 
ae of | Noe of es ee 
Stores Sales Stores Sales BRAD sith 


+? 


CANADA ccocevceccvccececs 974 25,988,700 975 55,626,900 _ $2904 


Maritime Provinces cecves. 74 1,101,200 73 1,266,900 #1 56l 
MAORI Area 162 5,605,500 159 7,191,100 #28 6S 
Ontario cecccvcccccscccces 496 15,807,600 495 18,164,900 $51 6 
Prairie Provinces secesceee 107 2,868,300 105 3,699,200 $29.0 
British Columbia seccoococe 1355 2,608,100 143 3,304,200 PeOel 


Independent Stores = Sales of independent food stores were 7% higher in 
‘October this year than in October, 1947. Only in Manitoba where the 

gain was 16%, did results for any region vary appreciably from the Canada 
Average. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for October, 1947 and 1948 


Se SSeS 


No. of No. % Chanz¢ in Sales 

Stores Reporting October, 1948 

Reporting An Increase October, 1947 
CANATA seccccccccccevcce 844 528 _* 7d 
Maritime Provinces eeccceoee Lat 98 +936 
QUebEC cocccccccecccveccccs 199 123 + 5:2 
Ontario seccescccoccccsccee eon 134 + 8.5 
Manitoba ccoccccccccvccccccs Rams § 38 415.9 
Saskatchewan eeeecvsceeccsce 34 ae +10.3 
Alderta ceoccccccccccccscsce 64 48 Fy 9.3 
British Columbia ceecccecece 121 65 $39 
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rich ECONOMY oe TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION ! 
November, 1948 


This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 
and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distri= 
bution. 


WHOLESALE TRADE 
Grocers' Sales 


Sales of wholesale grocers in November, 1948 were 4% lower in 
dollar volume than in November, 1947 and 7% below the October, 1948 
volume according to statements submitted by 70 of the larger firms across 
Canada. Cumulative sales for the 11 months of 1948 were 5% in excess 
of the volume for the corresponding period of 1947. An increase of 9% 
was recorded for British Columbia while wholesalers in all other regions 
recorded decreases. Sales in the Prairies were down 2% from November, 
1947, in the Maritimes, 7%, in Quebec, 8%, and in Ontaric, % 


Fruit and Vegetable Wholesalers’ Sales 


Fruit and vegetable wholesalers! sales were 2% below the Novem 
ber, 1947 level but 13% higher than the dollar sales in October, 1948 
according to reports from 50 of the larger dealers across the countryo 
The cumulative figures for the 11 months of 1948 show a drop of 15% from 
the sales volume of the corresponding period of 1947. Fruit and veget= 
able wholesalers in the Western Provinces reported an increase over 
November, 1947 of 6%,while in Ontario, sales were down 2% and in the 
Maritimes and Quebec combined, there was a drop of 1d%e 


Grocers! Stocks 


Inventories of wholesale grocers were valued 21% higher at 
November 30, 1948 than at the same date in 1947, and were 7% higher than 
at the beginning of the month. Inventories at the beginning of November 
are normally 43% in excess of the sales volume in that month (based on 
the average of 1935-1942), while stocks at the beginning of November 
this year were 21% higher than the November sales volume. 


ear's subscription = $1.00 
Single copies = ol 


Dollar Sales 


ARTA TOT. 


Number 
of 
Division firms 
reporting 
CANADA eecscece 70 
Maritime Provinces 16 
Quebec sesesecesee 15 
Grehebeae) AA Gon ogon 21 
Prairie Provinces. Ve 
British Columbia . 6 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


on 


{add 000) - Per cent change 
. , Jane =to- 
November, November, November,1948 over Nov., 1948 


1947 1948 November, October, Jane =to- 

O47, 1948 Nove, 1947 

SOT ETN ETE aie Ser Ot ee 
62,015 Olt ik - 4,0 - 6.9 + 5,0 
4,638 4,323 og fs Shane poses 
Bh Si A eOLOND, bie Br — Bien on: Oz 
Big Pin is 10,146 - 8.9 = 6.9 + 2el 
8,831 8,621 “234 21247 # 8.2 
4,830 5,276 erOkS shee #11.9 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


~ Dollar Sales a 
(add 000) Per cent change _ 

Thc 2 hy csc (eisiol' eit je gh ePe Rac eaaae VEL ies eis cree eee 
November, November, . November, 1948 over ‘Nov., 1948 


a me en AE A 


Number, 
Division aH 
firms 
reporting 
CANADA ceccosce 50 
Maritimes & Quebec Ly. 
Ontario eeeeseese0 19 
Western Provinces. 14 


1947 1948 November, October, Jan. =to- 
1947 1948 Nove, 1947 

$ $ 

SAGE) 9,231 - 1.8 $12.8 -14.6 

2,254 1,963 =12.9 +40 04 -18.7 

3,620 3,538 - 2.4 2561 -11.9 

3,025 59755 + 569 Sw thease =-14,7 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Chain Stores - November, 1948 sales of 972 chain store units operated 

by 27 chain companies in the food retailing field were 12% higher than 

sales of 979 stores operated by 27 firms. in November 1947. Average 
“sales per store were $52,060 in November, 1948 and $28,457 in the same 
month of the previous year. 


Sales in the Maritime Provinces were up only 3% from November, 


1947. Other provinces had increases which were consistent with the aver- 
age gain for Canada as a whole. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for November, 1947 and 1948 


% Change 
in Sales 
November, 1948 


November, 1947 November, 1948 


Noe of aos No. of Sales November, 1947 
Stores Stores : 

CANADA sccoccessevcens 979 27,839, 500 972 31,162,400 411.9 
Maritime Provinces cecceeceses 74 1,141,100 70 1,177,600 + 3.2 
Quebec eosoeveseooeve ooo oe eos 162 5,790, 500 159 6,684,800 $15.4 
Ontario Ribas ole sue we 510.5 06 <5'6 485 15,019,600 486 16,728, 500 #11 04 
Prairie Provinces essccsoee TOT 3,017,700 104 3, 342,000 410.8 

~British Columbia cecceoccee 151 2,870,600 153 3,229, 900 #1265 


SS SS SS SE ES eee 


Independent Stores = Sales of independent food stores increased 6% in 

- November, 1948 compared with November, 1947. Quebec, Manitoba and 
Alberta with gains of 8%, 10% and 13% respectively, recorded the great=- 
est gainse 


Comparison of Sales Reported for November, 1947 and 1948 


: RE ne enn en —— ee 
No. of No. % Change in Sales 
Stores Reporting November, 1948 
Reporting An Increase November, 1947 


— 


45 2 I a aS 709 404 + 5.07 
Maritime Provinces eesccooce 128 hi + 4.3 
QUCHDEC ceccceccevesscseceses 156 92 + 7.8 
DNCATIO coccecsveccccessesevese 190 100 + 367 
Manitoba sesccccvcsecoescoce 50 34 + 9.7 
Saskatchewan ceccecccecevees 36 19 + 3.35 
DEDOTUA seveseeescornsseses.s 55 35 $12.5 
British Columbia .se.s.-ceeee 94 53 + 3.9 
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This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 
and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distri- 
bution. 


WHOLESALE TRADE 
Grocers! Sales 


Dollar sales of wholesale grocers for Canada as a whole were 
only slightly higher than in December a year ago but were 16% lower 
than in November, 1948 according to statements submitted by 72 of the 
larger wholesalers across the country. Sales for the twelve months of 
1948 were 5% higher than for the year 1947. Results for December, 1948 
compared with December, 1947 varied for different regions of the country. 
Wholesalers in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec combined reported only 
a slight decline from December a year ago, while those in Ontario regis- 
tered a decrease of 4%. A gain of 3% was recorded by wholesale grocers 
jn the Prairie Provinces and of 10% by those in British Columbia. 


Fruit and Vegetable Wholesalers' Sales 


For the first time in 1948, sales of fruit and vegetable whole=- 
salers in December rose above the 1947 level with an increase of The 
Sales for December also showed a slight increase of 1% over those for 
November, 1948. These figures are based on statements received from 48 of 
the larger dealers across the country. The cumulative figure for the year 
1948 remains 13% below the volume for the 12 months of 1947. The results 
for December compared with December a year ago varied by regions. Fruit 
and vegetable wholesalers in the Maritimes and Quebec combined reported 
dollar sales 8% below December, 1947 while gains of 6% and 17% were re= 
corded for Ontario and the Western Provinces. 


Grocers! Inventories 


Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at December 31, 1948 
were valued only 1% higher than at the same date last year and 8% below 
the value at the beginning of the month. Inventories at the beginning of 


Year's subscription = $1 .00 
Single copies - olO 


Se ae 


December are normally 64% in excess of sales in that month (based onthe 
average of 1935 = 1942), while stocks at the beginning of December, 1948 
were valued 42% higher than the sales volume in that month. 


Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Sa EE A RT TR NER eR EE 


~ Dollar Sales 


or a ns rn mr ar ee 
en = SS Se 


Number (add 000) Per cent change 

of a Re a er 

Division firms December, . December, December,1948 over Dec., 1948 

reporting Losey 1948 December, November, Jan. =to= 

1947 1948 Dece, 1947 

eRe: Wie Mane 8 bh eR AR Eon Soe bik Sacto a : pees clidickiened mee ite MMeae SN 
CANADA sccocosee TH 25, 506 25,508 aw has -16.4 + 4.7 
Maritime Provinces. 15 5,688 5,675 = 0o4 =1367 4 365 
QUEDEG coccseceeces 18 3,009 25999 = 0.5 -17.5 & 0.2 
Ontario -oscscossoce 22 9, 505 9,142 = 3,48 -10.6 re le? 
Prairie Provinces e 2 6, 916 T3147 - 345 =2509 t Ted 
British Columbia ee 5 2,188 Z,0e4 rae =10.6 411.7 
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axe Dollar Sales 


Number _ (add 000) . Per cent change 
Poms of Jan» “toe 
hy eile firms December, December, December,1948 over Dec., 1948 
reporting 1947 1948 December, November, Jan. =toe 
% 1947 1948 Dec., 1947 
& 2 
CANADA Ss bases 02) 40 8,713 9,291 + 606 Fala oe =131 
Maritimes & Quebec LLM re le hel gol eo. = 8.0 -12.35 =20 05 
Ontario @ 080009000 18 5,284 5,465 Co Sats! + 200 =“1007 
Western Provinces. 13 33957 3,919 $16.7 + 105 =124 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Chain Stores ~ December, 1948 sales of 963 chain store units operated 
by 26 chain companies in the food retailing field were 28% higher than 
sales of 975 stores operated by the same 26 firms in December, 1947. 
Average sales per store were $37,245 in December, 1948 and $28,827 in 
the same month of the previous year. 


The Quebec increase of 31% was highest among the regional 
changes, while the lowest gain was one of 18% in the Maritime Provinces. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for December, 1947 and 1948 


% Change 
December, 1947 December, 1948 Sean ae 
December, 1948 
No. of . No. of December, 1947 
Stores Gel 2s Stores See 
CANADA cocccsescescoes 979 28,106,400 963 55,864,600 27 06 
Maritime Provinces ccccecece 60 1,079,060 56 1208, 100 +176 
Quebec cecscesvecvececevccce 162 5,729,600 L58 Tgo0e g 900 +31 0 
Ontario cecescevcccscorccce 495 15,445,500 494 19,566,200 $2667 
Prairie Provinces eececoece LOT 2,904,200 106 3,689, 800 +27 ol 
British Columbia cesesoecse 151 2,948,10G 152 3,836, 900 $3002 
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‘Independent Stores ~- Sales of independent food stores increased 14% in 
December, 1948 compared with December, 1947.6 


Comparison of Sales Reported for December, 1947 and 1948 
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No. of Noe % Change in Sales 

Stores Reporting December, 1948 

=e Reporting An Increase December, 1947 
CANADA secoccceccos (ene ae 511 $13.6 
Maritime Provinces cosesceco 129 84 Fllel 
QUEDEC soosecesecocececersce 176 118 $1467 
Ontario coceccccecceersessoce 189 138 $1467 
Manitoba ecoosccecoscesrcee 51 37 $1854 
Saskatchewan cecesceccescsccs 5 27 F175 
Alberta ceocrcecececvscecce 60 41 #1365 


British Columbia eecoooaoeoaooog 97 66 + Sie, 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
A 


JANUALY » 1949 
This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 
and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food distri-= 
bution. 


WHOLESALE TRADE 


Grocers’ Sales 


Wholesale grocers' sales in January, 1949 were practically 
unchanged from the dollar sales volume in January, 1948 and were 5% 
lower than in December, 1948 according to statements submitted by 734 
of the larger wholesalers across Canada. There was, however, some 
variation in the results for the different regions of the country. 
Sales in the Maritime Provinces registered practically no change from 
the volume recorded for January a year ago, Gains of one per cent were 
recorded in Ontario and the Prairie Provinces while sales in British 
Columbia were up 5%. Quebec wholesalers, on the other hand, recorded a 
drop of 11% in dollar volume of sales. 


Fruit and Vegetable Wholesalers’ Sales 


_ Fruit and vegetable dealers’ sales in January, 1949 were 9% 
higher than in January, 1948 but 18% below the December, 1948 volume 
according to statements received from 46 of the larger wholesalers 
across the country, Gains were recorded in all regions, Sales in 
Ontario were up 7%; in the Maritimes and Quebec combined, 9%; and in 
the Western Provinces, 11%. 


Grocers? Stocks, 


Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at January dlst, 
1949 were 5% higher in dollar value than at the same date a year ago 
and one per cent below the value at the end of December, 1948. In= 
ventories at the beginning of January are normally 63% in excess of sales 
in that month (based on the average of 1935-1942) and stocks at the 
beginning of January this year were valued 54% higher than the sales 
volume for that month. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


et i rr rn a ae a 
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Number (add 000) Per cent change 

Division ie January , January , January, 1949 over 

a 1948 1949 January, December, 

reporting 1948 1948 
$ e 

CATAL, We oa bv ares 73 ACPI Ac RI ember  oeU) - 0.2 - 4,7 
Maritime Provinces 16 3,492 53,487 - O.1 -10,2 
GIIODEC Thee esac Se tials ng 2,492 iaWare ff =10,6 =32,8 
DnbariG, <0 oeecdels 20 8,572 8,639 + 0,8 - 3.6 
Prairie Provinces, id 6,540 65005 *. O56 7, Bao 
British Columbia , 6 2,283 2,407 + 5,4 = 2,0 
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Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


a EN RO 4 a RN RR A A SE AEA TS tT 


en a et es a 


a 


Wenves Dollar Sales 


ie (add 000) Per cent change 

Division : January, 1949 over 

| pe Soe ees January, December, 

reporting ; c 

Bose Se ed ES eo ee 
%: 

CANADA ‘Suan hades 46 Teoh 7,760 + 8,8 =18,3 
Maritimes & Quebec , bes. Ly5SL 1,674 we 95 =1 7.1 
SUA E30 es icis be cual Rie ees 16 2,947 3,138 =e era - 7.6 
Western Provinces .. 13 2,653 2,948 iE -31.0 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Due to a change in the method of computing retail sales 
estimates the summary appearing below includes grocery, and grocery 
and combination stores, but does not give representation to meat 
markets. 


Chain Stores - January, 1949 sales of 945 chain store units operated 
by 21 chain companies in the food retailing field were 2% higher than 
sales of 943 stores operated by the same 21 firms in January, 1948. 
Average sales per store were $31,108 in January, 1949 and $30,405 in 
the same month of the previous year. 


British Columbia recorded an increase of 13%, while all other 
regions showed minor changes. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for January, 1948 and 1949 


cee ees ee 


January, 1948 January, 1949 % Change 
Sige ree, a in Sales 
January, 1949 
No, of No, of UR UE oie ee 
° ° g 
Stores Sales Stores ales January, 1948 


CANADA eoenreene0os OG #OG00 


Maritime Provinces ..ccscce 60 1,129,500 56 1,112,500 = 1,9 
Quebec eieielelclelc es a clersie es sos: 8 161 bgoeepcuU 158 6,178,700 + 4,9 
PUEREIO salve ees c ceo eae e sos 465 15,869,500 464 15,844, 600 = 002 
Prairie Provinces s.ccececeee 108 2,909, 500 104 2,968, 500 + 250 
British Columbia .esccsceoce 149 2,869,400 161 3,250, 600 412.6 
Independent Stores - Sales of Independent food stores increased 3% in 
January, 1949 compared with Jenuary, 1948. 
Comparison of Sales Reported for January, 1948 and 1949 
Ae Ee ae, Be See nn ee rere 
No, of No, % Change in Sales 
Stores Reporting January, 1949 
Reporting An Increase January, 1948 
CANADA siccedsacvens 646 3235 ee 
Maritime Provinces ....... 128 54 = 2.6 
Quebec Vote cialeioio eave lauiavelsrctele cs 154 79 + 4,6 
Ontario ele b AL @ 0°60 5 ol alsiele:6.6.6)e°e 168 73 + O,1 
Manitoba @eeoer0o0ov0enrse 000886 43 25 + 6.8 
Saskatchewan’ ecssscccccceese 24 13 + 0.6 
Alberta eiletoie latevalele tern iele s/sis ele 49 35 tome. 
British Columbia e.cccceeoes 80 44 + 256 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DIS TRIBUTION 
A 


February, 1949 
This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 
and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitating a 
comparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food 
distribution. 


WHOLE SALE TRA DE 


ema eae 


Grocers!’ Sales 
poe ee, 


Dollar volume of wholesale grocers’ sales was 4% higher in 
February, 1949 than in February, 1948 and 3% lower than in January, 1949 
according to reports submitted by 795 of the larger wholesalers across 
Canada. The Province of Quebec, with sales down 12%, was the only 
region to record a decline in sales volume from last year, Grocery 
wholesalers in the Maritime Provinces reported sales 2 above February 
last year, Sales in Ontario and in British Columbia were up 7% and in 
the Prairie Provinces, 9%. 


Fruit and Vegetable Wholesalers’ Sales 

Dollar sales in the wholesale fruit and vegetable trade in 
February were 4% above February a year ago and 10% higher than in 
January according to statements from 49 of the larger dealers across 
tho country. The Maritime Provinces and Quebec combined registered a 
decline in doller volume from last year of 4%. Sales in Ontario were 
3% in excess of the volume a year ago and in British Columbia were up 
10%. 


Grocers! Stocks 


Wholesale grocers’ inventories at the snd of February, 1949 
were valued 7% higher than at the same date in 1948 and 5% lower than 
at the end of January, 1949. Inventories at the beginning of February 
are normally 66% in excess of sales in that month (based on the average 
of 1935-1942). Stocks at the beginning of February this year were 
almost at the normal ratio to sales, being 629s higher in value than 
sales in that month. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


Number (add 000) - Per cent change 
of 

Division firms February; February , February, 1949 over 
reporting 1948 1949 February, January, 

1948 1949 

% $ 

GUNADA leecees 27S. | Pe essO. MERCIA eeeael = 2.5 
Maritime Provinces 15 $,205 3,276 tee = 1,5 
RUG ORs se /ere erate wareiee 20 5,698 3,245 ~12,5 ag Bars: 
INGA TON seus eee soinee io ral T 020 8,063 al cd =1/60 
Prairie Provinces, 12 Seo 20 6,477 + 9,4 HA lig 
British Columbia . 7 3,684 3,953 + 7.3 - 8.8 
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Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


Dollar Sales 


Number Sa (adar0ge ype Per cent change 
of 
Division firms February, February, Pebruary, 1949 over 
reporting 1948 1949 February, January, 
1948 1949 
$ $ 
CANADA sacpeee “9 7266 75 545 + Oe0 + OCT 
Maritimes & Quebec, 18 Ay Grae: 1,658 = 4,4 Fito 
Ontario e208 5600828 IRS: ae Shs Gs SR) S) aR Ars) = See 
Western Provinces , 13 2,625 “3090 41009 + 4,4 
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RETADL TRADE 


Due to a change in the method of computing retail sales 
estimates the summary appearing below includes grocery, and grocery 
and combination stores, but does not give representation to meat 
markets. 


Chain Stores = February, 1949 sales of 914 chain store units operated 
by 20 chain companies in the food retailing field were 13% higher than 
sales of 919 stores operated by the same 20 firms in February, 1948. 
Average sales per store were $31,954 in February, 1949 and $28,102 in 
the same month of the previous year. 


A gain of 23% in British Columbia featured the regional 
changes in sales. The Maritime Provinces! increase of 6% was quite 
moderate in comparison with results for other sections of the country. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for February, 1948 and 1949. 
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eo Ta ee ee Cannes et 
February, 1948 February, 1949 in Sales 
February, 1949 


oe 


No, of Sales No, of Get ae February, 1948 
atores Stores 
CANADA. ecccccssecvccve aie 251,825,900 914 AS lhe es) 8)9) #13,0 
Maritime Provinces cossce 59 929,600 54 982,100 + 5,6 
Quebec cercecccescveccsos 161 5,491,200 159 6, 317, 300 *15,0 
Ontario eoveeneeanooeans oo ee 466 14,355,100 463 15,879,400 *10,6 
Prairie Provinces oocoece 108 2,606,100 104 3,011, 500 4156 
British Columbia ecoceore 125 2,445,900 154 2,997 ,D00 +22 .7 


I rr 


Independent Stores = Sales of Indenpendent food stores increased 8% in 
February, 1949 compared with February, 1948. Provincial increases 
are shown in the following table. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for February, 1948 and 1949 


a 


No, of No, % Change in Sales 
Stores Reporting February, 1949 
Reporting An Increase February, 1948 
BR, cage viacearigapews 664 415 Pe oe eat 

Maritime Provinces .ccos. 134 78 + 0.5 
Quebec sccvccccccscsccccee 157 86 + 7,5 
Ontario socscscccessosces Cal 108 + 9,9 
Manitoba Coovo0eo OF H20G029 48 36 + 9.6 
Saskatchewan ecoccoccosece 23 18 +11.8 
Alberta secsccvccsservcce 49 39 +24.8 
British Columbia csecoece B82 50 + 268 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
March, 1949 
oe 
This bulletin brings together the information on retail grocery 
and wholesale grocery and fruit and vegetable sales contained in other 
monthly bulletins on the retail and wholesale trade, thus facilitating 4 
eomparison of the trends in monthly sales in the two stages of food 
distribution. 


WHOLESALE TRADE 
Grocers’ Sales 


Wholesale grocers’ sales in March, 1949 were 7% higher in 
dollar volume than in March a year ago and were 14% above the February, 
1949 volume according to statements from 77 of the larger wholesalers 
across Canada, Cumulative sales for the first quarter of 1949 exceeded 
the dollar volume for the corresponding period of 1948 by 4%, Quebec, 
with a decrease of 4%, was the only province to register a drop in sales 
from March a year ago. Cumulative sales for the year to date for this 
province were 7% below the sales in the first three months of 1948. 
Other regions registered gains as follows: British Columbia, 4%; the 
Maritime Provinces, 6%; Ontario, 8%; and the Prairie Provinces, 12% 


Fruit and Vegetable Dealers’ Sales 


Dollar sales of fruit and vegetable wholesalers showed an 
increase of 18% over March, 1948 and 21% over February, 1949, bringing 
the sales for the year to date to 10% in excess of the sales volume in 
the corresponding period of 1946. Ontario dealers reported an increase 
of 15%, while gains of 19% and 21% were registered in the Maritime 
Provinces and the Western Provinces respectively. 


Grocers! Inventories 


Dollar value of stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at 
the end of March was 3% higher than at the same date a year ago but 
10% below the value reported for the end of February. Stocks on hand 
at the beginning of March are normally 49% in excess of sales in that 
month (based on the average for 1936 - 1942), Whoksale grocers' in= 
ventories at the beginning of March this year were valued 23% in excess 
of sales in that month. 
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Wholesale Grocery Trade by Economic Divisions 


Division 


ee a ee a 


CANEDA v0 ees «sic e0 
Maritime Provinces .. 
QNODGS: i o16.¥,6.9\0 6.6198 4.6, 426 
CNUORA OF ee «'c.0 0,86 6 605% 
Prairie Provinces ... 
Braicash GOlmumbaas ss. 


Number 
of 
firms 
reporting 


Dollar Sales 


Per cent change 


(add 000) 
March, March, March, 1949 over 
1948 1949 March, February, 
1948 1949 
es Sa ess Se ae ae 
26, 502 28,121 + 6.9 ‘14.3 
3,778 Stout Se 1 +24,6 
2,958 2,826 = 3,8 #14.9 
8,688 9,407 T O50) otleue 
6,676 7,499 T1250 +) cow 
4,222 4,396 ae + 9,8 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trade by Economic Divisions 


oa Dollar Sales 


(add 000) 
March, March, 
1948 1949 


Jan. 
Mar., 
Jan. 
Mar. , 


+ +b + 3 


Per cent change 


i ar i A 


March, 1949 over 
March, February, 


1948 1949 


ig ey 


Number 
Division of 
firms 

reporting 

CANADA ecoCCCHO BCE OS 47 eB 

Maritimesand Quebee . 17 
Ontario @eoeaeeseeooe Ge eG @ ye 
Western Provinces ... 13 


— 


7,966 9,404  +18.1 21.1 | 
1,748 2,082  +19,1 +#21,.5 
3,256 3,753 +15.3. +32,0 
2,962 3,569 +20.5 + 7.0 


Jan. ,~to- 
March ,1949 
Jan, ,-to= 
March ,1 948 


ae 
RETAIL TRADE 


Due to a change in the method of computing retail sales 
estimates the summary appearing below includes grocery, and grocery 
and combination stores, but does not give representation to meat 
markets for which separate sales estimates are available. 


Chain Stores = March, 1949 sales of 961 chain store units operated 

by 23 chain companies in the food retailing field were 14% higher than 
sales of 978 stores operated by the same 25 firms in March, 1948. 
Average sales per store were $33,878 in March, 1949 and $29,129 in the 
same month of the previous year. 


Comparison of Stores and Sales for March, 1948 and 1949. 
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“% Change 
March, 1948 March, 1949 in Sales 
March, 1949 
Rs iS eR TNO ole oon, oP Maron geross 
Stores Bees Stores Sales 
Re ree eee 2 Sas al Ta 
CANADA cocceccvecsceces 975 28,488 ,000 961 52,556,400 +14,35 
Maritime Provinces secocecce 72 1,086,100 68 25209500 5 il Bae 
Quebec S@oeoeooocoveeootv 008005809090 162 5,931, 900 159 7,013,200 OSS Oo 
PIGMENT, oo eke acne pica eae 65 6.6 468 15,411,600 462 16,894, 900 +55 
Prairie Provinces eseccccecese 115 235966;600..,. LiL 3, 545,800 +28 67. 
British Columbia .ssecesceess 161 3,069, 500 161 3,593,000 <1 et 
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Independent Stores - Sales of Independent food stores increased 8% in 
March, 1949 compared with March, 1948. Provincial increases are shown 
in the following table. 


Comparison of Sales Reported for March, 1948 and 1949 


ee 


Noe of omar a 10s % Change in Sales 

Stores Reporting March, 1949 

Reporting An Increase March, 1948 
MRNAS. Sewintene vere Uis sa.) PTL ____ 423 + 7.9 
Maritime Provinces eccooecccce 139 80 pe Le 
quebec Coron sooseoorHHoo702700 165 83 Go aA 
Ontario cersecevccesrcceooncce Lt 113 +12,.35 
Manitoba .cccscccecccecsevcces 42 30 +12,0 
Saskatchewan coccccececscvccce 26 21 416.6 
Alberta coscccccccsecccesecccs 47 42 +24,5 


British Columbia cessccccc.0ee 87 54 + 7,0 
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